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Facing the media, you never know what you are going to 
get, especially on live TV. Nigerian journalists are known to be 
tough on politicians, much less a President on whose desk the 
buck stops when it comes to matters of national development. 
The Presidential Media Chat, beamed live to millions of homes 
in Nigeria, is clearly the most watched interview programme 
in Nigeria. The team of panellists is made up of very senior 
journalists who have spent the better part of their lives putting 
authorities to the test. 

To be honest, I look forward to these chats. My schedule 
could be tight sometimes because of my various programmes 
and schedules, but I try as much as possible to keep faith with 
the programme. It serves a good purpose. It is an opportunity 
for accountability. I was elected by Nigerians to lead the nation 
into greatness, and part of the responsibilities of democratic 
leadership is to render account of stewardship from time to time. 
This programme offers me that platform. 

Also, it allows me to engage with Nigerians through the media. 
Journalists are very close to the people and you can be sure the 
questions they are going to throw at you will be reflective of the 
general feelings of the people. These issues are usually topical. 
The joy of democracy is revealed in the ability of the led to pass 
their opinions to the leaders. Every Nigerian has a voice and 
wants that voice to be heard. These chats allow me to hear these 
voices again, and it is even very useful that viewers are allowed 
to call in and talk directly to me. Let me repeat my words on my 
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maiden chat on June 20, 2010: “What I can promise Nigerians is 
that we feel your pulse because we read the papers. And whatever 
comments we get, we analyse them.” That is the truth about my 
media engagements.

Furthermore, the Presidential Media Chat gives me the 
latitude to explain my plans and programmes for the benefit 
of Nigerians. My administration has a pact with Nigerians 
- and that pact I have called the Transformation Agenda. The 
goal is to leave Nigeria better than I met it. The goal is to give 
direction to the country, so that our people can live in peace and 
prosperity. The ultimate goal of the agenda is to move Nigeria to 
the developed world. We need to constantly explain this to the 
people so that as it becomes clearer, more and more people will 
come on the train. This buy-in is critical to the success of our 
agenda.

This book - a compilation of the transcripts of my media chats 
- will serve two purposes: one, demonstrate the consistency of 
my pronouncements in my public interface over the years; two, 
document for posterity my thoughts in my unscripted responses 
to unscripted questions on national TV. 

I do sincerely hope that you find it useful.

Dr GooDluck EbElE Jonathan, GcFr 
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
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ArulebA: A very good evening to you out there fellow 
Nigerians from wherever you are watching us. Welcome to this 
very special broadcast. It is the Presidential Media Chat, the 
maiden edition under this present dispensation. Of course, the 
Presidential Media Chat is an opportunity for the President of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria to address some salient issues 
affecting Nigerians. It is my pleasure to anchor this programme 
this evening. My name is Gbenga Aruleba. Let me formally 
welcome our very important guest to the programme... let me 
welcome the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency, Dr. Goodluck Ebele Azikiwe 
Jonathan, to the Presidential Media Chat. Your Excellency, 
welcome to the programme. Good evening and good to see you 
sir. 

President JonAthAn: Thank you. You are welcome too.

ArulebA: I am not alone on the programme. I have four of 
my colleagues, very senior colleagues in the profession, who 
are joining us this evening to interact with the President. From 
my immediate left here, it is my pleasure to welcome to the 
programme, Usman Magawata. Usman is Director General, 
Nigeria Television Authority (NTA). Usman, welcome to the 
programme.

MAgAwAtA: Thank you very much. 

ArulebA: To Usman’s left, it is also my pleasure to welcome 
to the programme, a very senior colleague as well, and the first 
Nigerian to win the Pulitzer Prize. It is my pleasure to welcome 
Mr. Dele Olojede to the programme. He is Publisher, Next 
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Newspapers. Welcome to the programme, Dele.

oloJede: Thank you. 

ArulebA: Also on the programme this evening, it is my 
pleasure to welcome to the programme, sitting to Mr. President’s 
immediate left, Nosa Igiebor. Nosa is Editor-in-Chief, TELL 
magazine. Nosa, good to see you too!

igiebor: Thank you very much. 

Aruleba: And, of course, also on the programme this 
evening, it is my pleasure to welcome Sam Nda-Isaiah. Sam is 
Publisher, Leadership Newspapers. Sam, you are welcome to the 
programme. 

ndA-isAiAh: Thank you. 

ArulebA: Mr. President, it is your maiden outing so we 
would like you to be as relaxed as we are here this very beautiful 
evening in the city of Abuja. I will start with a question that will 
get you to be very relaxed with us. Let us start with your names. 
Goodluck. This name has brought you much good luck in your 
political career. How much of good luck should Nigerians look 
forward to? Another one, Azikiwe! How come an Ijaw man, a 
Bayelsa man, is an Azikiwe? You need to explain to Nigerians. 
There is a third name that is also a reference point within the first 
family. Patience! Do Nigerians need to be patient with you while 
we wait for you to deliver the good luck? 

President JonAthAn: Thank you. In terms of my names, 
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all the names you mentioned are actually names I bear. If you 
look at my certificate, you will see Goodluck Ebele Jonathan. 
But indeed, when I was a child, I grew up in my community, 
I was known by the name Azikiwe because it is the name that 
my maternal grandmother gave me. It is not because we are 
Igbos. But for those who are from the Eastern region, Zik was 
a name that was known by everybody. People always have this 
feeling of naming their children after known figures thinking 
that their children would grow up like those kinds of people. 
That was how Azikiwe came up. I used that name throughout my 
primary school up to 1969 when I was to write my First School 
Leaving Certificate. That was when I changed it to Goodluck 
because that was a name my father gave to me directly. All of 
them were names that I used though Azikiwe does not appear 
in any of my certificates. In terms of the Goodluck, well, my 
father knows why he called me Goodluck. But I know that even 
in my small community, I have some other peers who answer 
the name Goodluck. Some other person who answers the name 
Lucky but I don’t know how those ‘Lucky’ and ‘Goodluck’ have 
helped those people. I believe that irrespective of your name, 
God has an assignment for all of us. And though names matter 
much, even those of us who are Christians know the significance 
of names in the Bible, people talk about it, because sometimes, 
when a child is born, sometimes angels talk about it because they 
will say this child came for this and that, so, call him this name. 
So, you can’t dispute the fact that names are significant but as a 
person, I believe that irrespective of your name, you still need 
to do a little bit more than your neighbour. The most important 
thing is that God has an assignment for all of us. 

ArulebA: Patience is also very important.
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President JonAthAn (laughs): Yes. That is my wife’s name. Of 
course, you have to be patient to really get the best in anything. 
Even for you, if you are growing up, you have to be patient to pass 
through your educational system. Even if you have all the money 
in the world, I used to tell people, and you must build a befitting 
house, you need to have the patience for some time for that house 
to be completed. So, everybody needs to be patient at one time 
or the other. You cannot get anything overnight irrespective of 
your commitment and the resources available. 

ArulebA: That was testing the waters. Now, let me fire the 
first real question. Any Nigerian watching you now, the question 
on the mind of an average Nigerian would be very simple and 
straight to the point. You have addressed this issue at least twice 
but outside the shores of this country. Now, you are speaking 
to Nigerians, at home and in the Diaspora. And Nigerians are 
interested in whether Mr. President will run for the Presidential 
Election in 2011. 

President JonAthAn: That is one thing that appears to be 
dominating the political discourse in the country. Some days 
back, I saw the caption of one newspaper, “Jonathan Run, Don’t 
Run!” So, you really see that it is a topical issue. But you see, I will 
not be in a position to tell Nigerians presently whether I will run 
or I will not run because we have a political environment that 
gets too heated up when people are preparing for elections. If you 
travel across the country, even at the state level, things are a bit 
calm. The governments are working. But immediately I declare 
now that I’m contesting, it is a signal. All the governors, the 
incumbent governors who want to re-contest will begin to declare. 
People who want to contest against them will begin to declare. 
Even for the states that the governors are completing their eight-
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year tenure, people who are interested in that office will begin to 
declare. And immediately people declare and political activities 
come up strong, it affects governance. I have been in the system 
since 1999 and I know what I’m talking about. If you take it at the 
federal level, even in my own federal executive council, it would 
disrupt a lot of activities of ministers. People will be going to 
their communities and say the President is re-contesting, so they 
are going to deliver their wards, their communities, their local 
governments and their states. And functions of government will 
suffer. At the same time, if I say look, I’m not contesting now, the 
story will be different. Some people will be behaving funny and 
at the same time, it will affect their approach to governance. So, 
I think that the best thing to do is to keep our mouths sealed up. 
No governor has told you he is re-contesting. Everybody is quiet 
until the appropriate time, then, those who want to contest will 
announce, those who will not contest will announce. But it is too 
early for any of us to make any public pronouncement. That is 
why none of the governors has made any public pronouncement.

oloJede: So, Mr. President, in your mind, when will be the 
appropriate time?

President JonAthAn: We want to be very sure of the INEC 
timetable. You know the immediate past INEC chairman came 
up with two programmes, that if they will amend the laws, 
elections will start this time, if they will not amend the laws, 
elections will start this time. Now, a new INEC chairman is 
coming on board. We are waiting for the Senate to clear him. 
And one of the things he will do very quickly, immediately after 
the clearance, we will expect him to come up clearly with the 
timetable based on realities whether they amend the laws or they 
don’t amend the laws. He must come up with the timetable. And 
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you know that immediately INEC comes up with the timetable, 
and it is announced, there is a period for political parties to do 
their primaries. And what I’ve been advising the party, the PDP 
that I belong to, and that is why most of the governors have 
not declared interest, is that look, anybody who is interested in 
declaring, all of us who are politicians, if you are interested in 
any position, declare it very close to the primaries so that you 
don’t unnecessarily overheat the system. Assuming I am going 
to contest, immediately INEC comes up with a definite timetable 
close to the primaries, I will declare. If I will not contest, I may not 
even come and announce that I’m not going to contest because 
it is not necessary for me to begin to announce that except it 
becomes very relevant. Because if I look at political activities 
and my being silent is creating some confusion, then, as at that 
point I can say okay, I’m not going to contest so I clear that end. 
Otherwise, it won’t be necessary. But if I’m not going to contest, 
of course, I’m not going to pick the form because PDP will sell 
forms. 

oloJede: If I may just follow up Mr. President, assuming 
you are going to contest, because it is one of two scenarios you 
described; assuming you are going to contest, that means there 
would be a need for the PDP to change its internal rule, of course, 
about rotational presidency which is something that has been 
causing a bit of agitation in the political system. Is that what you 
would expect to happen?

President JonAthAn: I wouldn’t want to make comments on 
the issue of zoning and rotational presidency because I will be 
misunderstood. I have been a part of all the meetings. In fact, 
the main meeting in which this issue came up, incidentally, 
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that meeting was an extended PDP caucus meeting. I was a 
deputy governor and my governor travelled out of the country, 
so I represented my governor. I knew how that meeting was 
and I remember that President Obasanjo didn’t even make any 
statement throughout that meeting. I think we stayed in the Villa 
for that meeting up to 4am that day. Atiku then made just one 
statement, to get one clarification. The meeting was quite hot. 
When the purported issue of zoning came up, we also followed 
the subsequent elections whether indeed there was zoning or 
not. But I wouldn’t want to go further. At the appropriate time, 
whether I am contesting or not, at the appropriate time, of 
course, I will also tell Nigerians and I will also tell Nigerians my 
thinking about zoning or no zoning. 

ndA-isAiAh: It would appear from what you have said now that 
the zoning issue was not final even from the days of Obasanjo.

President JonAthAn: You see, PDP, as a party, has two organs 
that take decisions for the party; the National Executive Council 
(NEC) and the National Convention. For the National Executive 
Council of PDP to take a decision, the National Working 
Committee (NWC), those are people who run the party... when 
they come up with their programme, then, within the National 
Executive Council of the party, they will meet and agree and it 
becomes binding. Then, for major decisions, the NEC doesn’t 
even take decisions alone, it has a National Convention. These 
are two bodies that take decisions for PDP as much as I know. 
But we have two organs of the party that are mainly advisory. 
We have the Board of Trustees that advises the party and the 
President just like the Council of State at the executive level, 
then, you have the Party Caucus. The Party caucus, actually, if 
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you look at the structure of the caucus, it is a body that actually 
helps the President. So, the President calls it from time to time to 
discuss certain issues. That is why before this time, the President 
can decide to call an extended caucus. The President can decide 
to co-opt people when there are key issues that are challenging 
enough to discuss, like this zoning issue. Maybe we call a caucus 
meeting for example, more people will be invited. The governors, 
by the party structure in the Constitution, are not members of 
the caucus but the President can decide to invite them like there 
was a time I invited all the governors to participate in the caucus 
to discuss some topical issues. So, both the Board of Trustees and 
the caucus don’t take decisions for PDP but they advise PDP. So, 
when it comes to the time I will make pronouncements on this 
issue of elections, I will also make my comments. Anything you 
say about zoning, you must be taken on. If you move to the left, 
those on the right will take you on and if you move to the right, 
those on the left will take you on. So, anything you say, people 
will talk but at the end of the day, it will encourage some public 
debate because it is becoming a topical issue. 

MAgAwAtA: Still on politics, Mr. President; you made reference 
to INEC and you appointed a person of repute. His name has 
been sent to the National Assembly, particularly the Senate for 
screening but people are of the opinion that yes, this is a ‘perfect 
person’. But will he have both economic and other independence 
so that he will have free hand to operate and make sure that there 
is perfect election in this country?

President JonAthAn: Thank you. At least, it is one 
appointment that quite a number of Nigerians agreed that it 
is good. Don’t wait for a perfect person but it is difficult to get 
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any human being that would be perfect because it is somehow 
subjective. Individuals assess us differently. But I’m quite happy 
that for Professor Attahiru Jega, a good number of Nigerians 
believe he is going to do what is right for all of us. There is no 
problem about economic independence because I believe INEC 
has good budgetary provisions for its operations. So, it wouldn’t 
be limited by funds. And because our elections have been really 
controversial and most other societies feel that Nigeria is a 
leading country in Africa and we must conduct clean elections 
to give our leaders credibility and acceptability globally. So, 
the government of the United States of America is willing to 
help. The EU is willing to help. So, outside our own budgetary 
provisions, we also have some external sources of funding for 
INEC as long as you have competent people. I believe that funds 
will not be their own limiting factor. And I am committed to 
clean elections. And I mean it. Whenever you travel out and 
sometimes officers that come to discuss with you, envoys of 
Presidents of other countries, sometimes, some of these officers 
are quite low (in status) but they will raise this issue of elections. 
And I feel very humiliated really. And I promised myself that 
if I am in a position to conduct elections in this country, no 
other Nigerian President will experience that. That at the end 
of your elections, people lower than you, who ordinarily are not 
supposed to question you, will begin to raise issues of elections. 
It’s annoying. I feel bitter. 

ArulebA: But that is just one person. Nosa, you actually have 
a question, maybe you will follow up. It is only you saying you are 
committed to making the votes count. What about the governors 
of the 36 states of the federation? What about your party, the 
PDP? Top members of the PDP, as at yesterday, were still using 
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language like ‘we are going to capture this state, capture that.’ 
How do you think only you can make the difference? Maybe Nosa 
can add to that and you can take it all together Mr. President.

igiebor: I was going to say that if the President could deliver 
on his promise of credible elections next year, then that will be a 
major achievement. But I think you must also recognise that the 
generality of the Nigerian people are becoming PDP-wary. And 
the serious challenge you face, not only as President but as leader 
of your party, is to change that perception that people have of 
your party between now and next year especially against the 
backdrop of the fact that if, like you have said, you decide to run, 
you will let Nigerians know later and if you don’t run, you will let 
Nigerians know. But, in any case, whether you run or whoever 
is your candidate next year has the challenge of being able to 
convince Nigerians that they should give their mandate back to 
your party. How do you really address this problem?

President JonAthAn: Thank you. I did mention at other 
fora, whether I will run or I will not run is immaterial in terms 
of the election we are going to conduct in 2011. And those who 
follow my discussions in the PDP, I’ve addressed PDP gatherings 
up to three times on this issue of elections and I always make it 
very clear that as a party, we must put our house in order because 
the elections in 2011 must be free and fair. The votes of Nigerians 
must count. I’m not the only person on that wavelength if I put it 
that way. If you listen to the new chairman of PDP when he was 
formally appointed and inaugurated, and when he addressed 
us last week Thursday, you will agree with me that he is even 
a stronger advocate of free and fair elections than even myself 
because being the first day he was coming on board, of course, 
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you know that his own coming too was a bit controversial. For 
him to have the courage to make the kinds of pronouncements 
he made that day, it shows that he is totally committed. For the 
governors, I wouldn’t expect them to make too much of public 
pronouncements because free and fair elections rest more on the 
responsibility of INEC because INEC should be able to cancel 
any election that they feel was not properly done, though the 
law sometimes creates problems for them. But INEC is under 
the control of the federal government to some extent. They 
are independent but they relate with the federal government 
more than the state governments and probably, that is why the 
governors have not made public pronouncements that elections 
will be free and fair. But if all politicians, whether PDP members 
or politicians from other parties use the language ‘we will 
capture this’, I don’t think that capture is about the military 
parlance of carrying weapons to go and overtake a particular 
local government or a state or a ward. My belief is that we will 
have to work hard to win. You see, all these words we use over 
the period, like if a Nigerian is addressing a gathering, he says 
‘every other protocols observed’, we are told by diplomats it is a 
very wrong use of the English language. We are told that there 
is no ‘protocols observed’. But we’ve used it over a period and it 
has now become part of our vocabulary. So, I think this issue of 
‘capturing’ is a matter of the political vocabulary but I think all 
what they mean is that we have to work hard to take over this 
state. I’m not saying that every Nigerian will be thinking like 
me. No. And I don’t need every Nigerian to think like me. I only 
need to set up the machinery to make sure that we whip people 
to the rightful positions. I don’t need everybody to agree that ‘oh, 
we must.’ Definitely, some people would want to do some things. 
There are thieves everywhere! 
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ndA-isAiAh: Mr. President, who are the members of your 
cabal?

President Jonathan: I have no cabal and I don’t also believe 
in cabal. I have no kitchen cabinet and I don’t even also believe 
in kitchen cabinet. I believe that any Nigerian that has any good 
intention can advise. And if you are here, I was a governor for 
some time and I’m here now, even as a deputy governor, there 
were certain decisions I used to take. As Vice President, people 
advise you; and some of the good advice you get are not from 
people who are even working around you. They come from 
people who are not even noticed to be your friends. But the 
concept of kitchen cabinet, and later, Nigerians changed the 
name from kitchen cabinet to cabal, giving it some kind of 
negative connotation, just like we were talking about ‘capture’ 
on our political vocabulary, I don’t believe in that. People around 
me know, for example, that if I believe putting a red flower there 
is in the best of the country... I may be wrong, I may be right, but 
if I’m convinced that is it, I will go and do it.  

ndA-isAiAh: How powerful is Patience in this time?

President JonAthAn: I don’t expect my wife to be that 
powerful because the Constitution of Nigeria has no role, it’s 
unfortunate, but it has no role for the wife of the President. 
And I don’t always encourage the wives of governors, local 
government chairmen and the President to be powerful. Because 
when you say powerful, it means she would have to influence 
government decisions on various issues. That is the essence of 
saying this man is powerful or this person is a godfather. Before 
a governor takes a decision, he has to first explain to somebody. 
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That is the concept of godfatherism. If you want to appoint your 
commissioners, the godfather will sit with you first and say this 
has to be the finance commissioner, this has to be the works 
commissioner and this has to be the Attorney General and you 
can appoint the rest. So, I don’t believe in that. I don’t also believe 
in godfatherism. I know that in nature, nobody just wakes up 
and becomes what he is. Along the line, people will help you in 
one way or the other. It could be younger people, it could be older 
people. I’ve also helped people. Even people I helped politically. 
As a deputy governor, I was instrumental to people becoming 
local government chairmen. But after installing you, I leave you 
to do your work. 

ArulebA: So, you don’t have godfathers?

President JonAthAn: I don’t have but I respect all elders. 
Nigerian elders. I interact with elders. If you look at it, for 
example, there is no former Head of State that I don’t discuss 
with. I discuss with all of them. Most of our leaders that are 
willing, I discuss with them. Traditional rulers and religious 
leaders, I discuss with them. 

ArulebA: So, those who say former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo is your number one godfather, people like General T.Y. 
Danjuma are your godfathers, they are not right?

President JonAthAn: If they say Obasanjo is a godfather and 
T.Y. Danjuma is a godfather, that is okay. 

ArulebA: After all, they are old enough to be fathers! (General 
laughter)
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oloJede: I just want to follow up with what Sam was saying, 
Mr. President, because I think it is a sensitive issue especially 
this question of the first lady especially given the nature of the 
end of the previous Presidency. And if you try and address it as 
frankly as you can, I think what Sam wasn’t saying was that it 
became very clear towards the end of the last Presidency that the 
first lady was playing such an outsized role that is not visible in 
any law of the land and the question is whether you are sensitive 
to that, and whether you have made up your mind to try and 
correct the perception that an unelected person, however close to 
the President, including the President’s wife, will not play such a 
direct role in the affairs of the state. 

President JonAthAn: The issue of the President’s health that 
made so many Nigerians feel a bit uncomfortable about the first 
lady is beyond being powerful in government. If the President 
were to be healthy enough, then one can make deductions and 
make certain statements. You see, the President had health 
challenges and he was not in the country which you know. He 
was in Saudi Arabia which you know and he was there with 
senior government functionaries but they were not political office 
holders. They were security personnel and personal physicians. 
So, it wasn’t the first lady alone per se that prevented Nigerians 
from seeing the President. It was the security. And because 
somebody is sick and you wouldn’t want to force yourself on 
the person, and the person wasn’t even here in the country, so, 
the issue isn’t really about the first lady alone. And the first lady 
wasn’t even there at the hospital 24 hours to prevent people from 
seeing her husband. But it was the security people that worked 
for the President. So, I expected the security agencies to look 
into the conduct of those security officers that were with the 
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President. It wasn’t really the first lady per se. I don’t believe it 
is the first lady alone that has to be blamed. I put it that way, 
that for some reasons, probably the family didn’t want people to 
see him. We know, as practised in other countries that today, if 
anything happens to me, I am a public property of this country 
and if I have fever, Nigerians would want to know whether it 
is malaria or another thing. When somebody is seriously sick, 
the family interest tries to take a leading position. That is why, 
even as the Vice President then, I couldn’t force my way that I 
must see him. Suppose I forced my way in, and after seeing him, 
something happens; won’t they begin to make insinuations as if 
you are part of the problem?

ndA-isAiAh: There is something you said here that is very 
key. You said you expect the security agencies to look into the 
conduct of the former security officers to the late President.

JonAthAn: Yes, I expect them to look into it. And I believe 
they have looked into it. 

ArulebA: What guarantees do we have that such would not 
happen again? Perhaps it is by dealing with them that we can 
have that guarantee.

President JonAthAn: I believe that. 

MAgAwAtA: Away from politics, Mr. President. This is one 
government that has been in place for slightly over three years 
and so, we need to talk of achievements. If we look at the 7-point 
agenda which is the roadmap of this government to achieve 
successes, several people have been talking about it. Several 
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media organisations have been mentioning the 7-point agenda. 
But I believe having the right person here, it is only appropriate 
that we ask you to say more to Nigerians about the 7-point 
agenda. 

President JonAthAn: I wouldn’t want to say much about the 
7-point agenda because I remember that even when I was Acting 
President, the number of leaders who came to see me said, ‘Look, 
we are tired of hearing about this 7-point agenda. The time is 
short. Look at what you can quickly do and what areas Nigerians 
are a bit worried about.’ The emphasis is look, power is critical.  
Without power, you can’t do most other things. The security of the 
country is critical. In some parts of the country, you can’t move 
about easily. The local economy is almost dead. And of course, 
for you to develop the land, you must elect people properly. If 
people know that the votes of the people will count, when they 
get into offices, they will do better and not that few people will 
use their own machinery to take over. So, I don’t want to really 
talk about 7-point agenda. I don’t want to go and start recounting 
what we were talking about food security in agriculture, power 
or road infrastructure. I don’t think it interests Nigerians really. 
Even if you talk about the 7-point agenda, it is a matter of 
emphasis. I used to be very frank; there is no government who 
will say I’m taking only three points and will allow other points 
to be left unaddressed. If you look at the budgeting, are we not 
budgeting for everything? We budget for everything. We expect 
every department of government to function. It is only a mere 
emphasis and that is why I will not bother Nigerians about any 
recitation of any 7-point agenda. 

ArulebA: There is one issue that Nigerians believe Mr. 
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President is much interested in and that is Power. You’ve set up 
a Presidential Advisory Committee. You’ve set up a Presidential 
Taskforce and in between these two movements, there is this 
media report that there are some bickerings going on. Are we 
not being hysterical about the power situation because of the 
problems that are connected to it? Aren’t we going to end up like 
the previous regime? I’m talking of President Obasanjo’s regime 
where we identified it as a big problem and threw so much money 
there without a roadmap as to how the monies would work for 
us. 

igiebor: Mr. President, let me just add to what Gbenga said 
because unfortunately after two years of the previous President 
not doing anything about power, he set up a committee on power 
which you headed and you came up with a clear report as to 
what needed to be done particularly in respect of the on-going 
project of NIPP. Now, given your vantage position, you’ve been 
involved in the planning and implementation of these power 
policies. Can you really tell Nigerians what the fundamental 
problems are, that a nation as endowed as Nigeria for the past 10 
years, we’ve been trying to solve the power problem and we are 
not going anywhere?

President JonAthAn: Of course, one of the groups of 
people I respect is journalists because you know many things. 
You are just like lawyers. Any case you have, a lawyer is there 
to handle. So, because you read widely, and of course, to be a 
good journalist, you must read widely everyday, so, you are quite 
informed and you are on top of most issues of government. On 
the power issue, just like you mentioned, we are not taking up 
new projects because presently, the power issue is almost like a 
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chain that has so many weak links. And just to fix those weak 
links to give us the minimum that we need, if you fix all the 
weak links now, at least, you will be able to get 10,000 megawatts. 
That is why there was this projection that we can generate 6,000 
megawatts by December; because, yes, we can generate 6,000 
megawatts everything being equal. But things are always not 
equal. People come to say that they want to install gas turbines 
and I say look, the only generating project we think we can 
embark upon are two major dams in the North. But in terms of 
gas-fired turbines or coal-fired turbines, government is no longer 
interested. The problem of Nigeria in the power sector is that 
the government of Nigeria, for so many years, stopped investing 
in power until Obasanjo came onboard. And just like what is 
happening now, because of the need, we came up with this NIPP. 
So many turbines were imported. But as at the time the turbines 
were being imported, they did not really look at transmission 
infrastructure, even where you will install the turbines. There 
were so many things that were not properly examined. I think it 
was just like the Berlin Conference where Africa was partitioned. 
People don’t really come down to know whether there is a 
family in Cross Rivers or Adamawa that you are putting one 
cousin in Cameroon and you are leaving the other cousins in 
Nigeria. So, things were not properly done and these turbines 
were imported with good interest. But it was not a fault of Mr. 
President. No. Just like I was talking about our procurement 
process, if you want to fast-track something, there are certain 
things you take for granted. It is now we realise that even if you 
install all of those turbines and all of them are generating power, 
you can’t even transmit. So, many other transmission projects 
have been awarded. These projects are on-going. There are not 
projects you can complete overnight. And I tell people whenever 
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they comment about power infrastructure; I tell them power is 
different from roads. For roads, immediately you clear the area, 
some categories of vehicles, four-wheel drives will begin to use 
the road. You stabilise it. You put the crushed rocks or hard 
core, some categories of vehicles will begin to use. Almost every 
vehicle will use. It’s just that it would be dusty before you put the 
asphalt. But for power, until you complete the tiniest nut, the 
bulb would not glow. So, no matter what government is doing, 
until you complete the process, the bulb will not glow. So, if you 
ask me, I will say that our plan for Nigeria to have stable power is 
to really complete the reform in the power sector. The idea is that 
if other countries around us, private sector playing a big role, 
why not Nigeria? Because the feeling that the government will 
do everything is another thing that is impoverishing Nigeria! 
Because, even the things that the private sector could have 
done, we are spending more money because we are waiting for 
government to do everything. And anything that government 
has to do, the leakages are so many, probably because of the way 
government functions. I remember when I was deputy governor. I 
visited Governor Donald Duke, the governor of Cross River state 
at the time. He was talking about a farm project he was doing. He 
said he decided not to use government functionaries to run the 
farm because he had realised that if he budgets any amount of 
money and gives government functionaries to manage the farm, 
more than 50 per cent of that will go into allowances. Anybody 
who wants to travel will collect one allowance or the other. And 
at the end of the day, the money will go and people will say 
what have they done with the money? We heard billions and the 
money is gone. As long as there are government functionaries 
and as long as the law says they have to take allowances 
whenever they travel, they have to take allowances. So, he used 
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the private sector and the NGOs to run it. So, just like this issue, 
we believe that generation must be completely privatised. No 
matter what, if you bring government to continue to generate, 
you will never get anywhere. Distribution must be completely 
privatised because there will be a lot of leakages through one way 
or the other. Government can concentrate on just transmission, 
and even that transmission, government can still give it out to 
consultants at a particular arrangement. When we get to that 
point, of course, we will see it. But, for now, we are trying to 
see if we can complete some of the transmission projects that 
are going on, the generation projects that are going on, and of 
course, generation has to go with the gas supply contracts that 
are going on.

igiebor: You just talked about the need for reform. You’ve 
mentioned this several times since you became President. That 
is good to hear except that Nigerians are becoming very wary 
when they hear our President and governors talk about reforms. 
There have been many attempts at reforming so many areas of 
our national life. The economy, our election process and so on 
and so forth. What people don’t understand is that while there 
was a Power Reform Act that was passed even during the years 
of President Obasanjo, your government, under the leadership 
of the late President Yar’Adua, more or less, didn’t pay attention 
to it. As a matter of fact, for two years, there was no investment 
in the power sector like you just said now. When you address 
Nigerians now and talk about what you want to do, I think what 
is missing, if I may suggest here, is willingness by government 
to be very decisive on the power issue and then draw out a clear 
timeline where the various stages of the process will be delivered. 



32 President exPlains

President JonAthAn: In fact, it is not as if the immediate 
past President, my boss then, was not serious on the reform. I 
think when we looked at all issues, we agreed that government 
needed to do certain things; otherwise, you will begin to sell 
your power stations as scraps. Monies were spent. We awarded 
a number of power contracts in council if you had followed 
our council deliberations. It is not that monies were not spent 
especially through the NIPP projects. Monies were being spent 
on power but there were certain things we felt should be properly 
fixed. We even came up with this gradual subsidy on power for 
a three-year programme so that by the end of the third year, we 
will expect that we will be transmitting and distributing enough 
power and Nigerians will begin to see that we will gain more by 
paying a little more for the public power rather than getting their 
private generators and especially with these pre-paid meters that 
are popular now. So, it is not as if Yar’Adua was not interested in 
that. It’s just that things don’t move as fast as one would always 
expect because you may have the best of intentions. These are 
hi-tech things. We don’t manufacture the machines here. We 
have to bring them from abroad. There was one of these projects, 
it was after payments were made that we realised that we cannot 
even convey the turbines to the site because the bridge cannot 
even carry it so we had to award the first contract. So, it is a 
little more complicated. But what I can tell Nigerians is that at 
least, we are on course. We are meeting weekly and we have set 
up two committees. You did mention, initially there was a bit of 
confusion. In the first place, the Ministry of Power normally has 
a traditional minister that drives the process. Then, I came on 
board, based on advice, like I mentioned, the decision one takes 
may not even be from close friends or staff in the office. Based on 
advice from somebody who is from outside but is a well-known 
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person in the power sector, he said, look, to drive things fast, you 
should take it out of the normal tradition of the ministry and 
you yourself should oversee it on a weekly basis not as a minister, 
I’m not a Minister of Power but set up a committee made up of so 
many professionals. But along the line, we changed from tradition 
to some kind of committee and we’ve witnessed all these task 
forces before, and almost in all cases, they never worked. One is 
apprehensive; the civil servants too are also looking at you. You 
want to go in one area and they will begin to say no, financial 
regulation does not say so. Procurement act does not say so. This 
person has no power to spend government money. There are 
quite a number of complications and in the process of sorting 
out these complications, there were stories.  Of course, the media 
carried some of them. Now, we have two sets of committees. The 
one I’m chairing is made up of myself, the finance minister, the 
CBN governor and other key holders that can take decisions. We 
meet weekly so that if any problem comes up, at least, one of 
us must have the responsibility of going back to his office and 
making sure that that thing is addressed immediately. Then, the 
other committee could also meet two times a week or once. That 
is headed by a professional. Somebody who will be the Special 
Adviser on Power which of course, by Monday, I may make 
those pronouncements. It is not easy for something good to start. 
People will just think that it is a magic, that you can just use your 
staff to just hit the Red Sea and it parts. 

ArulebA: Mr. President, let me steer you away from that issue. 
Let us come back to something that is also fundamental and is 
also of interest to Nigerians: the security situation particularly in 
the South East region. Is it of concern to you particularly when 
we are moving towards electioneering period?
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President JonAthAn: Of course, the security of the country 
as a whole must be of major concern to whoever is the President 
of Nigeria and the situation of the South East is becoming 
terribly embarrassing to all of us. It is terribly embarrassing to all 
of us with a situation where you cannot even drive through some 
parts of this country. In those days, when you have one orderly, 
you think that you are safe. But now, you put one police officer 
there with a rifle, they will come, kill the policeman, kill your 
driver and take you away and at the end of the day, ask for N5 
million, N10 million or even N1 million. We are beginning to see 
that it is becoming a big industry because the security people are 
picking all kinds of information. When sometimes people are 
kidnapped, people will come in from Lagos, fly down, negotiate 
payment, some lawyers are even involved. So, you will begin to 
see that there is a big cartel. It is beyond these boys sleeping in 
the bush coming to harass people. Because, from the information 
we are getting, and we are getting on, by the time we take so 
many senior people, some professional bodies, I hope they will 
not complain because with the information we are getting, we 
are saying look, we cannot continue that way. We just cannot 
as a nation. With every little resource we have, we must bring 
this issue of kidnapping under control. Take South Africa for 
example; we were gunning to host the Commonwealth Games. 
One of the reasons used against Nigeria was that of security and 
kidnapping. That was Commonwealth. South Africa is hosting 
the whole world and soccer stars are among the top stars in the 
world. But in terms of petty crime, South Africa is worse than 
Nigeria. But the issue of kidnapping is not there. So, people have 
the confidence that you can go to South Africa and come back 
safely. So, you can see the impact of this kidnapping on us in 
terms of our image as a nation. In fact, the economy of a place 
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like Aba is almost wiped out. The whole of Aba is a big market. 
At a time, all the banks in Aba even closed down. As a nation, we 
cannot continue that way. 

oloJede: Mr. President, I want you to please address a 
somewhat different issue, which is, how expensive our government 
has become to the Nigerian public. And I think that the most 
flagrant example of that is the almost unrestrained way in which 
the members of the National Assembly compensate themselves. 
The numbers that have been bandied about are just outrageous, 
some of them announced by the members themselves. And by 
our calculations, some of them, if you put the total package 
together, are now in the region of N200 million a year. There is 
no government on the face of the earth that maintains such an 
expensive group of people for doing so little and I wonder, even 
though, this is a separate arm of government, whether you do 
not have overall responsibility to the people of our country as 
the President of the country to find ways where these things can 
be reined in. It is frankly an embarrassment to our country, Mr. 
President. 

President JonAthAn: Thank you. Just like you said on 
whether I have power over the National Assembly, really, I 
don’t have powers over the National Assembly but I agree with 
you that in every country that practices separation of power, 
the Presidential system, there is always one President who is 
known globally as the leader of that country at that time. Even 
the judiciary, though you don’t control them, but they relate 
with you and they give you that respect as the President of the 
country. The members of the National Assembly too also relate 
with us and give us that respect as the leader of the country at the 
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same time. But when you say they are doing very little, I think 
within the laws of the land, they are doing what they are meant 
to do. I think some people will come and say ‘oh, our National 
Assembly member is not performing.’ Then, I ask ‘performing 
what?’ The feeling is that National Assembly members should go 
and build roads or give them water or go and build their schools 
which are completely wrong. Those are the responsibilities 
of the executive arm of government as long as we don’t run a 
parliamentary system. So, the ordinary people, what they expect 
from the National Assembly are not what the National Assembly 
is set out to do. But in terms of remuneration, the only body 
that can query whatever their take home pay is, is the Revenue 
Mobilisation, Allocation and Fiscal Commission. They have the 
statutory responsibility to tell us what you should earn. Not too 
long ago, the Chairman of the Revenue Mobilisation, Allocation 
and Fiscal Commission, now, his time has lapsed and he has left, 
he said the Nigerian President is the least-paid President and 
even jacked it up. But our late President then felt this is not the 
time to increase wages and remuneration because people will 
misinterpret it. 

oloJede: But Mr. President, the problem is not the executive 
branch of government. The problem lies largely with the 
legislature. 

igiebor: And let me add something to that. You are the leader 
of the party and your party dominates the parliament. Yes, you 
may not have control over them but you can talk to the leaders 
behind closed doors to moderate their demands because they are 
showing clear insensitivity to the Nigerian public. 
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President JonAthAn: Thank you. You see, we discussed, 
myself and the leadership of the National Assembly and we meet 
from time to time. We really meet. Sometimes, the executive and 
they meet and sometimes at the level of the party too. These are 
informal meetings not based on any constitutional provisions in 
the PDP. If this issue is becoming so topical, because you have 
emphasised it so much, all of you are so interested, definitely, I 
will discuss with them. But I also believe that probably, there may 
be some misconception. I think people are looking at the total 
budget of the National Assembly and dividing the total budgets 
per head. And that is a very wrong way, as if all the money they 
require is for them to spend for themselves. No. The National 
Assembly, even though they are not meant to build roads, they 
are not meant to handle capital projects but they do little. Of 
course, they furnish their offices; they buy some operational 
vehicles, communication equipment and things like that, their 
capital projects may be high but the overheads, which of course, 
they travel of lot, quite a number of their operations have to do 
with their oversight functions. They travel out of the country, 
they travel within the country. In fact, they sit from Tuesday to 
Thursday. Mondays and Fridays, they don’t sit. The committees 
sit at will. Committees travel also. Probably, people are beginning 
to take funds for overheads as if they are funds for allowances. 
That is my ordinary thinking. 

ArulebA: Mr. President, we don’t have the time. We will just 
give you, unfortunately, Usman, I can’t allow you the question 
you want to ask. We will just allow Mr. President the remaining 
60 seconds to use it to talk to Nigerians. No questions. Just talk 
to Nigerians for 60 seconds on whatever catches your fancy.
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President JonAthAn: Okay, thank you. In fact, on such an 
occasion as this, what I can promise Nigerians is that we feel 
your pulse because we read the papers. And whatever comments 
we get, we analyse them. Though in Nigeria today, it is difficult 
to tell between comments that are politically-motivated and the 
real comments that come from the people, but if we look across 
and we see that something is quite central and of interest, we 
react. Just like when we came up with the list of people that will 
be in INEC and people raised some issues that some of them had 
played key roles in the past, it is difficult to say this man is not 
in a political party, but if he played some key role in a political 
party, then, of course, there is no way we can retain such people. 
And we say look, we are going to withdraw some people and 
we’ve written letters to withdraw them. So, we can feel the pulse 
of Nigerians and we promise Nigerians that we will do our best. 
For the elections that everybody is worried about, we will do our 
best to make sure that their votes count. In terms of governance, 
for the remaining period that we will be in office, we will do our 
best to also give good governance.

Arulebe: There, you have it. Presidential promise. Of course, 
presidential promise with a lot of good luck coming our way as 
Nigerians; but that is only if we are patient with this government 
as well. Thank you so very much Mr. President for the past 50 
minutes or so we’ve been interacting with you. Thank you for 
making our day. 

President JonAthAn: Thank you Gbenga. 

ArulebA: And I also say a very big thank you to my colleagues 
here, Usman, thank you so much. 
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MegAwAtA: You are welcome. 

ArulebA: Dele, thank you too. 

oloJede: Thank you. 

ArulebA: Of course, Nosa, all the way from Lagos.

igiebor: Thank you. We hope to be with you soon again for 
this chat. 

President JonAthAn: No problem. 

ArulebA: And Sam as well too; thank you so much. 

ndA-isAiAh: Thank you.

oloJede: Mr. President, thank you. 

ArulebA: My nam
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din: Good evening and welcome to tonight’s Media Chat with 
President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan. I am Stella Din. With me 
tonight are distinguished colleagues who will be engaging the 
President in discussions on issues of national and international 
significance and his stewardship since he was sworn in as 
President of Nigeria on the 29th May, 2011. Our panellists 
today are Kunle Bakare of the National Encomium Magazine, 
Wole Laoye, public relations consultant and a veteran journalist 
who writes a column for the Daily Trust newspaper and Tukur 
Abdulrahman who is the Managing Director of New Nigerian 
Newspapers Limited. Gentlemen, thank you for joining us 
tonight. 

PAnellists: Thank you. 

Din: We also have the pleasure of having Mr. President with 
us tonight, Nigeria’s No. 1 citizen who has been engaged with 
matters of state since his inauguration. Mr. President, thank you 
for joining us tonight.

President JonAthAn: Thank you and you are welcome. 

din: Straight to business. Would you say the ship of state is 
on course? 

President JonAthAn: Stella, that’s correct. But let me use 
this opportunity to thank Nigerians again for the way they 
conducted themselves during the elections. You will agree with 
me and indeed with most Nigerians and other international 
observers that our elections were what people were quite happy 
with. Nigerians participated in all the villages. People were 
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proud that they had voter’s cards that meant something to them 
and they could use it to change the course of history. The ship of 
state is on course and I can assure you and all Nigerians on that. 

din: We’ve divided this programme into segments and our 
first segment tonight will be security issues and leading that 
segment is our veteran journalist and columnist who writes for 
Daily Trust Newspapers, Wole Laoye. Wole, you want to set the 
ball rolling for tonight’s discussions? 

lAoye: Yes, thank you Stella. Mr. President, you must be aware 
of some of the predictions on the CIA website which said that 
Nigeria will disintegrate before the year 2015. This is 2011 and 
some analysts have even gone further to say President Jonathan 
will be the last President of Nigeria as presently instituted. What 
is your take on this Mr. President?

President JonAthAn: Thank you, Wole. I, the current 
President of this country, don’t agree with that assertion. Nigeria 
will not disintegrate. This is not the first time people come up 
with such ideas. You must have read “This House Has Fallen” 
and other similar observations. Nigeria may have challenges, 
just like other countries. I remember in 1966 when I was in 
Primary 4 when we had the first challenge in the Niger Delta 
when late Isaac Adaka Boro declared secession for the Niger 
Delta Republic. In 1967, we had the Biafran War. Ojukwu 
declared the secession of the Republic of Biafra. We had a civil 
war but we came back together. These are major issues that 
affected the country. It is not just because people are detonating 
bombs or probably there is some level of agitation in the Niger 
Delta, which of course is almost under control, and you begin to 
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predict that we will disintegrate. A country that will disintegrate, 
you can study the psyche of the people. During the civil war, the 
South Easterners were the bulk of the citizens of the proposed 
new country, Biafra. Now, the Igbos have investments across the 
country. Go to the South West, go to the North and you see that 
even the Northerners, even as rural as my village is, Nigerians 
from the North East and North West have bought land. People 
who want to disintegrate, you will see them want to shift back 
to their geopolitical zones. The behaviour of Nigerians does 
not really show we are going to disintegrate. People look at us 
because of our ethnic diversity and begin to predict that we will 
disintegrate. We will not disintegrate. I will not preside over a 
country that will disintegrate. And I assure you that from now 
till 2015, Nigeria must remain one united nation. 

din:  (Turning to the panellists) You want to take it up from 
there?

bAKAre: Yes. There is this general fear and insecurity in the 
land. There is Boko Haram bombings, kidnapping and robbery. 
We know crime cannot be totally wiped out. When will Nigerians 
have a seemingly peaceful situation where people can go about 
their duties without being scared of being bombed or kidnapped 
or robbed?

President JonAthAn: Thank you, Kunle. The issue of robbery 
in Nigeria is historical. We know this country never experienced 
armed robbery until after the civil war when light arms and small 
weapons got into the hands of non-state actors. We experienced 
our first armed robbery. Then, of course, the situation continued 
to deteriorate until today. The new dimension now is the issue of 
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using Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) in acts of terrorism. 
That is one of the reasons if you listen to me on what we are doing 
now, we are changing our security architecture. All the security 
agencies are trained more, yes, they have intelligence, arms, but 
the level of sophistication by criminals is the one that we must 
change the security architecture. The intelligence aspect and the 
community involvement are now strengthened. We are having 
Security Council meetings every other week. It never happened 
before. I have been here for four years plus. We meet every other 
week. We know we have challenges but I can assure Nigerians 
that these would be brought under control. Only last week, we 
had the Council of State meeting. It was the main thing we 
discussed for the whole day. That is the longest Council of State 
meeting that we’ve had. And everybody was interested, both the 
governors and those of us at the centre, that we must collectively 
bring the security of this country under control. Yesterday, I 
met with the President of six West African countries, including 
Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire and Liberia. They were asking us to expand 
to cover the whole of West Africa. We believe that because of 
the cross-border crimes, there is no difference between Niger 
Republic and Northern Nigeria except around the Katsina area. 
No difference between Chad and Nigeria around the Borno area. 
So, you cannot control the security of Niger and Borno without 
entering Chad, without entering Niger Republic. We now said 
that look, our security chiefs, that is the Chiefs of Defence and 
our Police Chiefs in all the West African countries, should be 
meeting monthly to come up with a robust policy to make sure 
that we control these trans-border crimes. And you know, what 
happens is that over the period, of course, you know that in 
Nigeria, we had our civil war that flagged off armed robbery, we 
had crises in Liberia, we had crises in Sierra Leone, we had crises 
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in Cote d’Ivoire and of course, Libya. And whenever we have 
crisis in any nation, arms and ammunition get into the hands 
of non-state actors. So, within the West African and North 
African sub-regions, we have a lot of weapons in the hands of 
non-state actors. So, we must work together. And we are not 
working together only on the level of West Africa. We are also 
linking up with the international community, the leaders of the 
world. Because terrorism especially when it affects one country, 
it affects the whole nations. So, like the incident about the UN 
office bombing, it is not only Nigerians that died. It affected the 
whole world. That is why the Deputy Secretary General had to 
come down to Nigeria immediately. We have that network but 
just like you said, when it gets to this level of security challenges, 
you cannot use a magic wand to wipe it off. The security services 
in Nigeria, SSS, Police and Army are doing a lot of work. It’s 
just that security issues are not the type of issues you will brief 
everybody about what you are doing. I read some editorials that 
‘oh, prosecute this.’ No. You see, the intelligence gathering is 
costly and it takes time. If you arrest somebody and you just take 
that person to court and remand the person in prison custody, 
you’ve not gotten the information you want. You must make sure 
you get the maximum information you want to get from that 
person. So, certain things appear slow but the security operators 
are on top and they know exactly what they are doing because 
they brief me on a daily basis. We are worried about the security 
challenges in the country because when you have such major 
challenges, you are not encouraging investors to come in. And 
we are trying to develop our economic environment to attract 
foreign investors. So, we must take security seriously. I can assure 
you that it will continue to decrease. It will no longer increase 
and until we get to a level where Nigerians can move freely and 
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would no longer fear that the next moment, one bomb is going 
to explode somewhere. 

AbdulrAhMAn: Mr. President, the situation in Plateau State is 
very worrying because Plateau is in the centre of Nigeria unlike 
Borno or Katsina that are both border towns. And it has been on 
for more than 11 years now. In fact, it predates the September 
11 attacks in the US. Many people think that there should be 
more collaboration between states and federal government to 
curb these crises. Are you satisfied with the level of cooperation 
between the federal and state governments over this issue?

President JonAthAn: This is not about being satisfied with the 
level of cooperation between the federal and state governments. 
We are cooperating. We have an elected governor in Plateau 
State. We have a House of Assembly in Plateau State. The issue of 
Plateau State is over 11 years; because, if you look at the report, it 
is over 11 years. These are community issues, mainly economic 
issues, probably religion come in to some extent, but if you look at 
it, religion is almost the wind that spreads the fire, not the cause 
of the fire. The problem of Plateau State is not caused because 
of religious differences but religious differences serve as a wind 
that spread the fire. And it has been on for a long time. Different 
methods have been used. You will realise that when President 
Obasanjo was here, he even declared a state of emergency in 
Plateau State but it never stopped the problem. So, you really see 
that the methods we are using may not solve the problem because 
it is a human problem and the human beings involved must be 
brought in. We had a lot of discussions before we got close to the 
elections and we will continue with that level of discussion. In 
fact, following the recent excesses, the governor is seeing me on 
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Tuesday. We will go back and discuss with the people. We will 
bring all the people together and all other Nigerians because of 
the religious aspect that has come in. I have told you that the 
problem was not religious. It was not the difference between the 
religious divide in Plateau State but religion is now playing a 
role to spread it. And for that reason, you also involve religious 
leaders who are not from Plateau State and we will be talking 
to the people. Because if anything happens again and touches 
the Christians, the Christians look at it differently. If anything 
touches the Muslims, they look at it differently. Nobody wants 
to believe that they are wrong but both sides are wrong. Nobody 
has the power to kill. So, both parties are wrong and we are 
dialoguing with them and we will go out fully to enforce the 
law. Enforcing law does not bring peace in a place even if you 
decide to put soldiers in every household... it doesn’t bring peace 
in any place until the people themselves agree and that is the 
area we are going. We will involve the people. In fact, yesterday, 
in the night, I had to send for the Chief of Defence Staff, we had a 
discussion. The governor is coming on Tuesday. We will use the 
security services but that will not solve the problem of Plateau 
State. The people themselves must agree to live in peace and that 
is what we are working on. 

din: Mr. President, let me take you back to something you 
said about the ECOWAS Mini-Summit, the security situation. 
I’m more interested in the porous borders. If you look at North 
Eastern Nigeria, we border Chad, we border Niger. What are we 
doing as a country to strengthen our borders considering the 
fact that we are in an ECOWAS free movement of goods and 
persons zone?
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President JonAthAn: That was exactly what I said. Yes, 
our borders are porous. We are strengthening the immigration 
services, the customs and the security because we are acquiring 
more helicopters to patrol our borders. But at the same time, 
the world has changed so much. You know that in ECOWAS, 
we have weakened our borders. You don’t need a visa to enter 
another ECOWAS country. The idea is we want to encourage 
movement of people. So, there is a limit to how you can even 
tighten your borders as long as you have that free movement. We 
want to encourage that the whole ECOWAS is one big market. 
And if ECOWAS must be one big market, then immigration 
regulations must be weakened. But under that circumstance, 
how do you make sure that criminals don’t exploit the situation? 
The countries want to weaken their borders, even the whole of 
Africa. That is one of the fears as some of the African leaders 
are advocating that the whole Africa collapse our borders and 
become one nation like the USA. In that case, there will be 
nothing like porous borders again. You move to Cameroon 
without any particulars. But if we are to do that, what do we 
do to make sure that criminals don’t exploit it? That is why I 
am saying that our security chiefs are meeting monthly. We are 
tightening our borders with the challenges we are having now 
especially with the issue of free use of explosive devices being 
moved in and out of Nigeria. The next day, they are in Chad, the 
next day, they are in Borno State and the next day, they are in 
Niger Republic and the next day, they are in Katsina or any of 
the Northern states. Yes, we will regulate it. Yes, we will control 
it but that is not going to stop it completely. For you to stop it 
completely, you must have means of monitoring, modern means, 
electronic means of monitoring the movement of people and also 
having a team, security operatives, that if you detect suspicious 
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movement, you will move quickly, intercept, check, and where 
possible, arrest criminals. 

bAKAre: One of the challenges of Nigeria as a nation is power; 
power generation and distribution. A lot of people are wondering, 
we talk of all sorts of megawatts. When will Nigerians have 
uninterrupted power supply for seven days in a week? 

President JonAthAn: Thank you, Kunle. That is why I am not 
going to talk about megawatts because we’ve been talking about 
megawatts, 6,000 megawatts, ‘Oh, the President has apologised 
to Nigerians!’ We are not going to talk about megawatts but I 
can assure you and indeed Nigerians that we are working day 
and night to improve the power sector. You know we launched 
the Power Sector Roadmap. Launching a programme does not 
bring power immediately but we must follow up with actions. 
A lot of projects are going on. We have a lot of turbines that 
came in through the NIPP project. What happened is that when 
these contracts for the NIPP were awarded, for the turbines to 
generate power, they need gas. In some of the places where the 
turbines were located, the gas infrastructure was quite far away; 
sometimes, over 200 kilometres away or more. That time the 
turbines were procured, the contracts for the supply of gas to the 
turbines were not. That is why even now, we still have some of the 
turbines there. So, we are making sure that all the turbines are 
installed. Contracts for gas to the turbines have been awarded. 
Then, of course, you also have to install machines that will scrub 
the gas because if they weld gas inside the turbines, it creates 
problems. At the same time when you generate the power, you 
must also evacuate the power. As at that time the contracts were 
awarded, some of the rights of way had not been acquired. And 
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Nigeria today, people are so legalistic. To acquire right of way, it 
is extremely difficult even though we have the Land Use Decree 
especially when it passes through areas that have been developed. 
Nigerians have a lot of money. They are building sophisticated 
houses and the cost sometimes can be very enormous. In fact, 
there are some routes that we are diverting because of the cost 
of traversing areas we have all these expensive houses. All these 
things are going on. And I can assure you that in the next 
three to six months what we have will continue to go up. We 
will continue to improve on the generation. We will continue 
to improve on the distribution. But the target, like we’ve said, 
is that government must do away with generation. Government 
must do away with distribution. Government will partner with 
the private sector to handle transmission. We’ve not reached 
there yet but by the time we get there, then the private sector 
involvement will be enhanced. We’ve just set up the board of 
what we call the Bulk Trader (Nigerian Bulk Electricity Trading 
Plc) so that if a private person generates power, the Bulk Trader 
will pay. Before this time, the payment used to be a problem and 
nobody wants to invest in a sector where you are not too sure 
you will get your money back. For you to invest in turbines you 
must borrow money from banks or even if you have your own 
money to use, you will want to sell power, a bulk trader now 
solves that problem. We are also working on our dams, outside 
the gas turbines, to make sure that we harness all. There are 
quite a number of dams that have been completed by previous 
governments long ago. Sometimes, some will just generate some 
30 megawatts. In fact, 30 megawatts can serve a rural state, a state 
that is not industrialised. Thirty megawatts is enough. Before 
this time, any power you generate must be fed into the national 
grid and go round the whole country, so, if there is a major 



52 President exPlains

problem somewhere, you will have this wastage. Now, we are 
thinking about ring-fencing some areas so that power generated 
is localised and it helps the distribution.  Our own transmission 
network is weak and very old. That is why if you listen to the 
Power Minister, he was talking about the Super Grid and we are 
hoping that we will launch and work on that so we can transmit 
power with minimal wastage. But I can assure Nigerians that we 
are working hard. I am not going to tell you about megawatts. 
I’m not going to tell you that by December, we will get these 
megawatts, by January, we will get these megawatts. But what 
I can assure you is that we will no longer go backward. We will 
continue to move forward. 

AbdulrAhMAn: Mr. President, Nigerians are very worried 
that a lot of money has been spent in the Power Sector. For 
instance, from 1999 till date, an estimated N2 trillion has been 
spent on the power sector, yet we have nothing to show for it, so 
to say. How much more money is the federal government ready 
to commit to get power in good shape?

President JonAthAn: Not only Nigerians are worried. All of 
us in government are not comfortable. Nobody is happy that a 
country that flares gas will be talking about power; that a country 
that has coal will be talking about power. A country that has a 
lot of dams will be talking about power. None of us is happy. But 
when you have a problem, you must solve the problem. I cannot 
tell you the exact figures now whether N2 trillion or thereabout. 
I cannot say yes or no as we are talking except I ask the Minister 
of Finance and the Power Ministry to compute and give me the 
figures. But one clear thing about the power sector is the difference 
between the power infrastructure and other infrastructure. I like 
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to use power and road as example. If you come to the Northern 
part of Nigeria where the soil is quite stable and you want to 
construct a road through the forests, either savannah grassland 
or the rainforest, immediately you open up that road, people will 
continue using the road with the bicycles with the four-wheel 
drives. Even in the Niger Delta that is very swampy, like my part 
of the country, immediately you open up the road and sand-fill 
it, people will start using the road even though it will be dusty. 
People will say there is road there; at least, they are managing 
it.  But the power infrastructure is one that you must complete 
the chain. So, even if you spend N3 trillion and import turbines 
and you spend another N2 trillion to prepare the place to install 
the turbines, if you need N1 billion to link up one conductor 
to the other, you will not get light until you meet the financial 
requirement. Before your bulb will glow, the whole process must 
be completed unlike roads, unlike houses. People live in their 
houses without ceiling, without floor. They stay in their houses 
to complete it. But not power. The smallest component must be 
linked. If you take the gas-powered turbines for example, the 
turbines you bring in will not give you power even if you spend 
N20 trillion to buy them. You will first of all install the turbines. 
And to install the turbines, you must even in some cases, because 
turbines are heavy, in some places, I remember when I was the 
Vice President and I was overseeing the NIPP, like the one in 
Gbaran in Bayelsa state, the road leading to where you can install 
the turbines has a type of bridge that cannot carry the weight of 
the turbines. So, you must change that bridge if you must carry 
the turbines from the wharf to where you will install. Between 
Port Harcourt and Aba, you have this bridge there. It is a solid 
bridge. Trailers and big vehicles move on it. But the weight of 
the turbines, if it passes that bridge, the engineers say the bridge 
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would collapse. You have to prepare a different way to cross the 
turbines. So, that’s just trying to get your turbines. Nigerians will 
know you have spent a lot of money on buying turbines and they 
are waiting for light. So, it is not the figures. Even after installing 
the turbines, some of the cases I’ve told you earlier, that from 
where you install the turbines to where you get your gas is over 
200 kilometres of pipeline. You must bring gas to that turbine.  
The turbine alone will not give you power. Even if you award 
the contract, it takes time. If you go and monitor where they are 
constructing this gas line, one big trailer can carry only three at 
a time because of the weight and you do that continuously. And 
you have to weld, join one after the other. You are talking about 
200, 300 or more kilometres. And of course, you have to install 
another plant that would scrub the gas. After that, you must also 
evacuate the power. It is somehow complicated and people don’t 
know. They just mention the figures. Monies have been spent but 
what I want to assure you is that we are linking up. All these gaps 
are being linked up gradually and it will continue to improve. 

din: Wole, your question.

lAoye: Yes, it’s on power. The President has partially 
answered the question. I was just going to look at the area of 
states generating their own power. Haven’t we, since the military 
regime, centralised power too much in the centre, everything is 
at the federal level. You want economic benefit, you come to the 
centre. You want light, you come to the centre. You want railway, 
you come to the federal. In those days, the regions used to be able 
to take care of themselves. So, Mr. President, with all the load the 
federal government is carrying, don’t you think that it is about 
time, I know it may involve constitutional amendment, but don’t 
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you think it is about time the federal government divested itself 
of some of these things that are exclusive to it by also allowing 
states to also participate so that it would be easier? 

President JonAthAn: Do you mean power or other things?

lAoye: Power especially.

President JonAthAn: Okay. Luckily, I come from a state 
that the federal government had no single cable until December 
2005. Until December 2005, there was no federal government 
light in Bayelsa state. We were using our own turbines, installed 
during the Second Republic when Chief Melford Okilo was the 
Governor of the old Rivers State. It has 20-20 double 40 megawatts 
of power. So, states are encouraged and a number of states are 
going into power. Rivers State presently has invested significantly 
in power. I have commissioned some of their projects. Governor 
Peter Odili started it. Governor Amaechi continued. Other states 
like Benue, even Enugu and others are looking at using coal to 
generate power. So, states are involved and we are talking. Just 
like you mentioned, because of the present law, it gives absolute 
monopoly to the federal government to control power. You 
see, we have a number of laws and some of these are also put 
in the present Constitution. But we agree that there are some 
of the responsibilities of government that are in the exclusive 
legislative list that must be allowed to be on the concurrent so 
that the states can get involved. On the power sector, we’ve been 
talking together with the governors. The Vice President has been 
chairing that. We are working together to make sure that where 
a state can generate power, states should generate power. You 
see, the power sector is not even the problem at all; because the 
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power sector is one where we are allowing you to generate power. 
You can as a private person! 

lAoye: How?

President JonAthAn: I said the generation is going to be 
privatised. Even these turbines the federal government has, 
we are going to privatise them. The federal government will 
continue to manage the dams because dams are not just used for 
power. You use dams for irrigation; you use it for fisheries and so 
on and so forth. So, the management of the dams, the Ministry 
of Water Resources will continue to manage the dams. But for 
all the gas turbines, they will be privatised and they are being 
privatised. I told you that the distribution is being privatised. It 
is the private sector. It is only transmission that will be under 
government. So, a state government can set up a company that 
can manage the power they generate. And even with the existing 
arrangement, the federal government can buy. The only thing we 
are working on is that, a state is saying ‘if I generate my power, if 
my state needs 50 megawatts and I invest in these 50 megawatts, 
don’t carry my power and sell it to other places. I’ve invested in 
the power, sell my power within my state and let me participate 
in that process of selling that power’ and that is what we are 
working on.  You generate, we ring-fence it so that the power 
you generated will be distributed within your state and you will 
participate in the selling of that power. So, it is something the 
Vice President is chairing and there will be no problem there. 

din: Let us take the last question on this segment.

AbdulrAhMAn: Talking about selling of power, another issue 
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of concern is the incessant increase in tariff. People have felt 
won’t it be better for the government to finish all their reforms 
in the power sector before you now charge the appropriate tariff. 
Even last July, there was an increase in tariff; yet, there was no 
improvement in power supply. 

President JonAthAn: We are improving power supply now. 
The increase in tariff, if you look at the increase in power tariff in 
Nigeria compared to other nations, Nigeria is extremely low. If 
you must encourage the private sector to come up and invest in 
power, definitely, you must charge a tariff, not too high. That is 
why there are regulations, why you have the Nigerian Electricity 
Regulatory Commission to regulate it. You cannot just wake up 
and charge anything. They are to regulate. But any tariff that is 
being charged now is still very low compared to the continental 
average in Africa. I’m not talking about outside Africa. 

din: Mr. President, the man who earns N18, 000 monthly 
may not agree with you on that.

President JonAthAn: The man who earns N18, 000 per 
month will be happy. If you double the tariff and give him 24 
hours of light because Nigerians spend so much on power and 
lose so much because of power. Nigeria is a country where people 
are very enterprising. The person who collects N18,000, the wife 
may be selling ice block in the market. The wife may be running 
one small restaurant that needs to sell Fanta. The wife may be 
selling ice-cream and that person who earns N18,000 may be 
spending N3,000 to make sure that the wife’s business is going 
on. Doubling the tariff, the person will spend maybe less than 
500. It has a lot of multiplier effect. The problem we have, yes, 
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people may agitate, and I’m not trying to justify high tariffs. No. 
Tariffs must not be too high, whether power or anything. But the 
problem we have now is not even the tariffs. So many Nigerians 
say the issue is not the tariffs. The issue is the power. If there 
is power, so many Nigerians will generate so much money that 
they will not even notice the tariffs you are talking about. 

din: Earlier on, Mr. President, you had talked on Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDIs) from the security perspective. Let’s 
look at it from the economic perspective of doing business in 
Nigeria. Nigeria is infamous for corruption. It is also infamous 
for bureaucratic red tape which, at the end of the day, doubles 
the cost of doing business. We have lost a lot of big companies 
to neighbouring countries. What are you doing to ensure that 
foreign direct investment actually grows in Nigeria and that 
investors are confident that the cost of doing business in Nigeria 
would be brought down significantly? 

President JonAthAn: I agree with you. The cost of doing 
business in Nigeria is very high. And beside the cost, quite a 
number of things are not very clear to some people. That is one 
of the things that the economic management team is looking at. 
We agree that we must bring down the cost of doing business. 
And Nigeria must be one of the countries where the cost of 
doing business would be the least. We must make sure that we 
have the best global practice. Let me give you an example. In 
Nigeria today, the Ministry of Interior through the Immigration 
Services doesn’t give more than two-year visas. I’m not even a 
businessman, even when I was deputy governor, I got five years 
visa to the UK. My going to the UK will not add anything to 
that country. I was just a deputy governor in Nigeria.  What am 
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I going to add to their economy? Maybe except probably at the 
airport, I buy sweets or something. What will that add to their 
economy? Yet, they gave me five years! Ask me, why is it that 
Nigeria can’t give more than two years? I called the Honourable 
Minister, I said, Look, known global players, let me say like the 
MD of Shell who must be coming to this country because they 
have investments, every two years, he must go to our embassy to 
renew his visa.  And you hear stories of people’s passports being 
mismanaged. I said no, go and work it out. Why can’t we give out 
five years or 10 years visa to some categories of people?  I’m not 
saying we are going to make it open that every Tom, Dick and 
Harry is going to get it. I’m just giving examples, MD of Shell, 
MD of Chevron, MD of Agip, these are known global players, 
why can’t you give them 10 years’ visa? That is just one aspect 
because people complain about our visa policies. I remember 
when we were having this meeting of honorary investors. It was 
set up by Obasanjo. He was meeting with some global players. We 
meet two times a year, one in Nigeria, and one outside Nigeria. 
They call it the Honorary Investors Forum. Businessmen from 
all over the world, these global players meet with us. They raised 
these issues and one of the issues was visa. And one of them 
said, Vice President, I was Vice President then, I have 10 years 
visa to go the US but I’m yet to even invest in your country but 
just to come and discuss with you on how we will improve the 
investment climate in Nigeria, every two years, I have to send my 
passport and they will hold my passport, how can you improve 
investment? If US could give me 10 years’ visa, here in Nigeria, 
you can’t even give me more than two years visa and even to 
get that one is a problem! I’m just using that as an example. I 
said no. So, we are looking at the whole chain of investments; 
all these issues that people have been raising. Of course, the 
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Honorary Investors Forum is made up of global players, a few 
Nigerian businessmen are there. But 80 per cent of them are 
not Nigerians. We meet, we review all these issues and we are 
following them religiously. The Economic Management Team 
is made up of people in government, the private sector people 
and also governors. All of these are to look at the whole issue 
of our economy, the whole issue of investments, and the whole 
issue of trade. What do we do as a nation to make sure that we 
encourage the private sector to do this? Because you must be 
close to the private sector. Government only creates the enabling 
environment for the private sector to build the economy of any 
nation. And that is what we are doing. 

din: Let me add a follow-up question to that and specifically 
on the issue of corruption and kickbacks. Are we likely to see 
your government prosecute people in government who engage 
in things like that?

President JonAthAn: Yes, we don’t stop anybody from 
being prosecuted. We don’t. These issues of corruption are very 
sensitive. You go to the left, they raise some issues, you go to the 
right, and they raise some issues. Sometimes, I prefer keeping 
quiet and I ask Nigerians to watch. Nigerians have elected me for 
a period of four years and they should watch. 

lAoye: Still on the economy, I was going to ask the President, 
on the economy of Nigeria, you have to look at it from local 
governments to states and to the federal. There is still this belief 
that the penury or lack of enough money in the states and 
local governments is because the federal government has too 
large a share of the federal funds. And that it would be better 
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to re-order the priorities by giving more money to the states 
and local governments where the people are, so that they can 
get people working and get the economy up and going. Would 
Mr. President support such a move for the federal government 
to share what it is getting now and offload some to the states and 
local governments? 

President JonAthAn:  It is not a question of the federal 
government sharing more money to the states. Maybe you want 
to talk about the revenue-sharing formula?

lAoye: Yes. 

President JonAthAn: The Constitution made a provision for 
a body called the Revenue Mobilisation, Allocation and Fiscal 
Commission. From time to time, they review the formula. Let 
me give you an example. When I came in as Deputy Governor in 
1999, Bayelsa state, my state then, of course, one of the smallest 
and rural states, as at 1999 when we came in, the monthly 
income of Bayelsa State was N130 million. Sometimes, it went to 
N135 million and we would be happy. Sometimes, it was N120 
million. Later, they reviewed the revenue sharing formula and 
we started earning between N1 billion and N2 billion monthly. 
Then, the issue of derivation was sorted out. We started having 
sometimes N5 billion and sometimes more. I’m just telling you 
of what happened when I was in Bayelsa. So, these things are 
not static. The Constitution of Nigeria is a living document. It 
is a document that you must modify and tinker with based on 
your challenges. The revenue-sharing formula is not static as at 
anytime, it could be reviewed. I don’t care who spends money 
whether the federal government spends the money or the states 
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spend the money or the local governments spend the money 
or the village head or the councils spend the money. The most 
important thing is that money earned by the state, that is, the 
federal state, must be used judiciously. If, for example, we decide 
to say that prisons should be managed by states, of course, very 
few federal offences, in fact, 80 per cent of the people who are 
in prisons, commit state offences. By law, they are not federal 
offences. Less than 10 per cent of prisoners today commit federal 
offences. You can go and find out as journalists. Less than 10 per 
cent of people who are in prisons today committed the offences 
classified as federal offences. But the federal government feeds 
every prisoner, maintains every prisoner, pays all the warders, 
builds the prisons. When we were running the regions before 
the civil war, the regions owned their prisons. So, today, the 
budget of the federal government, the aspect we are using 
hypothetically for taking care of the prisons could go to the 
states or even the local governments to take care of the prisons. 
So no Nigerian loses anything if that will bring efficiency. The 
most important thing is that the earnings of government must 
be used judiciously. Who spends that money is immaterial. I tell 
people it is just like infrastructure. What Nigerians want to see 
is for the hospitals to be there for them to go and get treatment. 
They don’t care whether it is local government that provides the 
hospital or the state government that provides the hospital or 
it is the federal government. Nigerians want to drive on good 
roads. They don’t care whether it is the federal government that 
provides the road or it is the state or local government or federal, 
it is Nigerian money that must be used properly. I don’t want to 
politicise the issue of revenue because there are bodies set up, the 
Revenue Mobilisation, Allocation and Fiscal Commission has 
the responsibility to review the revenue formula from time to 
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time. The revenue sharing formula is then sent to the National 
Assembly and the National Assembly has representatives from 
across the country. It’s not an issue you politicise. The federal 
government does not use executive fiat to change the revenue 
sharing formula. No. 

bAKAre: A lot of people are talking about the price of cement. 
You had a meeting with stakeholders and they agreed to bring 
down the prices of cement. At a point, it was N1, 350. Now, it is 
back to N2, 000. When will it be back to the manageable level 
and be sustained for a long time so that people can build cheaper 
houses? 

President JonAthAn: Thank you, Kunle. The issue of cement 
is one I relate to tumour or a boil in the body of a child.  If you 
want to excise the tumour or incise the boil to bring out the pus 
so that the child will feel better, the child will resist the scalpel, 
the surgical blade of the surgeon. But the child needs that pain 
to heal. The government then felt that what is in cement? The 
imported component of cement is very low. We have enough raw 
materials to produce more than enough cement for us in this 
country. But because our infrastructure is weak in terms of roads, 
the power is not there, so cement manufacturing outside Nigeria 
is cheaper. So, you can import cement very cheaply and bring 
into the country. When you do that, yes, Nigerians are buying 
cheaper cement but there is no job for the people. And the federal 
government then felt that to encourage the local production of 
cement, they must restrict importation of cement and encourage 
our companies to produce and allow the companies that are 
producing cement to import the difference in terms of the 
proportion. So, there is this fear of monopoly because those who 
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are manufacturing the cement are those who are importing. So, 
the assumption is that they create artificial scarcity so that they 
will make more money. It is a problem that for the past six years 
or more that the Obasanjo administration came up with that 
policy that we’ve been managing that policy. But the good news, 
I can tell Nigerians, is that from information before me, by the 
first quarter of next year, we will be producing enough cement 
and as we progress into the middle and up to the last quarter of 
2012, we will be talking about exporting cement. That is why, 
just last week, I sent for the Minister of Transport and said ‘Look, 
you must look at our train network because the present design 
we have does not include those cement factories.’ And I said that 
cement is very heavy. And if you haul cement using trucks, the 
cost will still be prohibitive. So, we must make sure that we link 
up all our cement manufacturing plants. And you must also 
begin to understand that you modify because I’m told that before 
December next year, we will be exporting cement. Dangote 
himself, because he is the number one producer, told me. I’m 
quoting him that by December 2012, Nigerians will be exporting 
cement. By then, we must also modify our ports because for now, 
we have nowhere to handle cement. And I told the Minister of 
Transport, Let us not wait. The cement manufacturers have 
given me this information. First, we must make sure we don’t use 
trucks to haul cement. So, our rail network must get terminals 
to these places, and of course, you begin to think about how you 
will modify the ports so that when we get to that point, we can 
easily export cement. So, the good news is that we are suffering 
now but I think we are seeing a bright light at the end of the 
tunnel. 

lAoye: I was going to ask a question on employment, Mr. 
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President. A lot of Nigerians believe that there is too much 
grammar on this economy issue; that the economy is doing well, 
we are doing this and that, micro economic, macro-economic. 
The micro and macro, for the common man, is employment. 
Are there jobs? And recently, a lot of analysts are saying maybe 
we should not be doing it the same way it has been done before 
because it hasn’t yielded anything and that with your new agenda, 
are there new things, new timelines for employment generation 
for the youths, which, in a way, is the only way for the common 
man to know that the economy is improving? 

President JonAthAn: I agree with you. That is why if you 
had asked me about the economy, I always tell people that I 
don’t like talking about growth indices. In terms of growth 
indices, yes, Nigerian economy is not doing badly. But in terms 
of unemployment, because of our youth population, the figures 
are still poor. And we agree that if we have so many unemployed 
youths and the economy is growing, it is not a very palatable 
story. Yes, the economy is growing. In terms of Africa, Nigeria is 
still the top in terms of the growth, so the economy is growing 
though we would have expected it by now to grow more. It is 
growing but one key thing is to translate this growth into the 
improvement of the welfare of Nigerians. The average Nigerian 
should not go home and sleep without food. People who leave 
schools should get jobs. People should go to hospitals and get 
treated. People should attend good schools with minimal costs. 
It is when these things are happening that people will be happy. 
And if you see what we are doing now, we are bringing all the 
key economic ministries together in different clusters. It never 
happened in that way before. Even though yes, when Obasanjo 
was there as the President, you had the Economic Team, of 
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course, I think it is the current Minister of Finance that set up 
that Economic Team. But we are going a little bit more than 
that. We are encouraging ministries that have certain things 
in common to meet. For example, every week, the Ministry of 
Power and the Ministry of Petroleum meet, the two ministers 
and their technical staff meet to see how they can get gas to the 
turbines. Before this time, the Ministry of Power will be building 
their turbines and the Ministry of Petroleum will be doing their 
own business. And that is why we have this kind of lacuna where 
turbines have been installed but there were no contracts for gas to 
send gas to the turbines. When you install turbines and there is 
no gas, what happens? Now, they are working together. So, when 
power projects are going on that require gas at the same time, the 
same time the petroleum ministry project that will send gas to 
the turbines are going on, so that by the time you are installing 
your turbines, the gas will also be there, and the gas will also be 
scrubbed. Agriculture, we are also getting a cluster. We met on 
Thursday last week where the agriculture minister now unfolded 
his plans to revolutionalise agriculture. We no longer want to 
take agriculture as farming. You see, the problem here is that 
people will tell you that our farmers are very old because the 
young people don’t want to do this cutlass and hoe farming. 
Farming must be a business. And they must know that farming 
is a business. And that is the major change. When farming 
becomes a business, people will be interested, employment will 
be generated. Even in the petroleum sector apart from that 
early time that we built two refineries in Port Harcourt, built 
at Warri and built at Kaduna, we were no longer investing in 
the downstream. Nigeria was just interested in mining and 
selling the crude oil and gas. And the option activities of the 
petroleum industry don’t generate jobs. It is only when you are 
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doing certain surveys that you employ. Immediately you build 
a flow station, you don’t need five people to man a big station 
as big as half a kilometre (square). Very few people because 
everything is automated. But it is the downstream activity, the 
petrochemical, the only petrochemical we had in Port Harcourt, 
the Eleme Petrochemical Company, we couldn’t manage it. But 
now, it has been privatised, that is one of the successful stories 
that are working. In fact, they want to even expand it. They want 
to build a fertilizer plant. They are thinking of building the 
biggest petrochemical company in the whole world even when 
the investor told me and you can imagine how many people will 
be employed because it is the downstream that really absolves 
people. NNPC is also expanding the downstream now. They 
are talking about three Green Field refineries. They are talking 
about a major petrochemical company. They are talking about 
a major fertilizer plant and five fertilizer blending plants. So 
that even the fertilizer we import now, from the analysis before 
me, from what the present Honourable Minister of Agriculture 
told me, is that the quality of fertilizer we import is low; that 
sometimes 50 per cent of it is sand. So, you can see how people 
were exploiting Nigerians. And you know fertilizer, how heavy it 
is, and half of that is sand? And you pay the correct price and the 
farmer applies that fertilizer that half of it is sand, he cannot get 
the yield he wants because fertilizer is to give the nutrients that 
the plants require. And every plant has particular nutrients it 
requires, and that is why we just want to get blending plants, not 
just fertilizer but we must get blending plants. And that is why 
the blending plants are located in different zones because the soil 
characteristics of the different zones are quite different. So, the 
blending plants take the chemistry of the soil and bring the micro 
and macro nutrients and the minerals that are lacking in those 
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areas and put into the fertilizer and blend it to suit the local soil 
characteristics. And that is why we will not just site one blending 
plant in Lagos or in Kaduna or in Bayelsa. No. Every zone will 
have a blending plant that the chemistry will be different. All 
these will create jobs. So, we are taking a different approach to 
managing the economy. We are looking at it from clusters. No 
one ministry is an island now. All the ministries are linking up 
because the economy is one. The Central Bank itself, because 
Nigerians get worried, that the Central Bank sometimes comes 
up with policies that appear not to be accepted by the people, we 
now said the Central Bank and the Finance Ministry must work 
together and come up with common policies. Yes, the Central 
Bank manages the monetary aspect and the finance ministry, 
the fiscal aspect of our economy but one must complement the 
other. You cannot isolate the monetary aspect of the economy 
from the fiscal. So, I’ve charged them that for the CBN to come 
up with any major policy that will affect Nigerians, they must 
all agree and agree that this policy is good and will help our 
people because they are all appointees of the President. I’m the 
one who contested elections and appointed them. None of them 
is above Nigeria. The CBN Governor is not above the people that 
elected me because I appointed the CBN Governor. The Finance 
minister is not above the people. It is Nigerians that elected me 
and I appointed the Finance Minister. So, they have to work 
together for the interest of our country, for the interest of the 
people. 

din: Let’s take our last question on the economy. Who wants 
to have the last word here?

bAKAre: If we look at the Capital Market, in the last four years, 
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we’ve lost almost N6 trillion. At a point, the value of the Capital 
Market was N2.8 trillion. In the last four months, we’ve lost just 
N1 trillion. A lot of people are worried. Are you worried yourself? 
People are losing money, people are committing suicide. 

President JonAthAn: When Nigerians are losing money, 
the President must be worried, everybody must be worried. But 
the whole story about the Capital Market is one of those sad 
stories. It is because of the way people went into it, the kind of 
deceptive investment. Of course, you know most of these banks 
even collapsed because of the practices in the Capital Market. 
In those days, maybe somebody who has a carpentry workshop 
will say he is putting all his whole money to go and buy stocks. 
And he buys stocks in January, by March, it has doubled in value. 
Banks will call you to come and borrow money to buy their own 
stocks. Okay, they will lend you N50 million to buy, the next 
month, that N50 million becomes N100 million. There is no way 
the system can run that way. The stock market business cannot 
be jackpot (casino). Some stocks were overpriced. But now, they 
are streamlining. Nigerians are paying dearly because so many 
people became victims. But we’ve stabilised the market. It is an 
experience we must pass through. We are not happy but there is 
nothing we can do. 

din: The next segment is Agriculture and Tukur is going to 
lead the questioning. 

AbdulrAhMAn: Mr. President, you have spoken partially on 
the reforms you intend to undertake in the agric sector because 
the agric sector is no doubt supposed to be the driving force of 
an economy like Nigeria. Apart from reforming the economy, 
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it would also provide job opportunities for quite a number of 
people. Unfortunately, this all-important sector has suffered a lot 
in the past mainly due to inconsistencies in policy even in the 
implementation of such policies. What assurance do you have 
for Nigerians that this time around, all the reforms you have in 
the agric sector will be sustained till the end?

President JonAthAn: Thank you, Tukur. Agriculture is 
very dear to me. And if you go and play back the videos of my 
campaigns, especially in the Northern part of the country, myself 
and the Vice President, we emphasised on agriculture because 
all of us know the relevance of agriculture. First and foremost, 
for food security for a nation like Nigeria. We feel that Nigeria 
should lead Africa. Nigeria should be a permanent member of 
the Security Council. And any nation that is a member of the 
Security Council cannot talk about being hungry for food. We 
want to be in the G-20+1. When your people don’t have food to 
eat, what is your business struggling to be a member of G-20+1? 
So, if for own foreign policy, for us to have the weight we should 
have, we must have food security in this country. That is one. 
And then, in terms of job creation, there is no sector that will 
bring the kind of employment that agriculture will bring. The 
Central Bank has done an analysis of the poverty-related issues 
across the six geo-political zones. The lowest is the North Central, 
not even the South West that is industrialised. South West is the 
most industrialised part of this country; but the poverty level 
in the South West is still higher than the poverty level in the 
North Central because of agriculture. And we have vast lands 
in the North West. We have vast lands in the North East. The 
problem is that the rainfall in the North West and the North East 
is for a very short period, for very few months. And for you to 



 September 13, 2011 71

encourage farming there, you must fix the dams and irrigation. 
We have a number of dams that have been completed by previous 
governments, not even the Yar’Adua/Jonathan administration. 
No. But the irrigation components have not been done. Some 
can even give you up to 10 or 30 megawatts of power. That is 
why we brought this young man, Dr. Akinwunmi Adesina, to 
be the Minister of Agriculture. I did not know him from Adam. 
He is not a politician. He never campaigned for me. We brought 
people to fix sectors of the economy that need professionals to 
handle. He is one of the best in Africa. He has changed the story 
in South African countries; that is why we brought him. And let 
me tell you that I believe in that young man and he will transform 
agriculture. Before this time, we were running agriculture of 
importing tractors and buying fertilizers, a programme where 
at every farming season, all the ministers were interested in, 
was bringing papers to the President saying ‘Mr. President, 
we need to buy fertilizers.’ That was what the ministers were 
interested in. But we have moved away from the agriculture of 
buying fertilizers and buying tractors to make sure we practise 
real agriculture. That agriculture is practised as a business; an 
agriculture that is working with water resources to make sure 
that our irrigation systems are properly built, new ones are built 
and the old ones are also worked on. And he has a robust plan. 
From agriculture alone, we are expecting at least about 3 million 
jobs and they are working with the Ministry of Water Resources. 
I’ve told you that before this time, Water Resources would be 
doing their own business. In fact, there was a time that Water 
Resources and Agriculture were merged. Even then, the Minister 
of Agriculture wasn’t too interested in Water Resources. They 
were more interested in buying fertilizers. So, we have changed. 
From all analyses, it is only about 11 per cent of the fertilizer that 
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you subsidise with your money; the money is your own, 11 per 
cent of that fertiliser is what Nigeria’s money is used to subsidise. 
About 11 per cent of farmers get the fertiliser. If you get 11 per 
cent in an exam, I don’t think you will tell your father. 11 per 
cent of farmers get the fertilizer that we subsidised.  All of the 
fertilizers were sent out of this country. Almost 80 per cent of the 
fertilizers subsidized got out of this country. So, we are moving 
away from all those rubbish to practise real agriculture. And 
watch out. One thing I need to tell Nigerians is that before the 
end of this administration, we will no longer import some food 
items especially basic food like rice. People come and said they 
want waivers. I’m not giving waivers to anybody to import rice. 
We must produce rice in this country. And rice is something that 
there is no zone that cannot produce enough rice that will feed 
the whole of this country. No zone. But every day, people come 
and say they need waivers to import rice. I’m just giving you this 
as an example. Like Sorghum, we should produce it. Sorghum 
alone will create so much wealth in North West and North East 
if we are practising agriculture the way it should be practised; if 
we are getting the right seeds and the right fertilizer. That young 
man knows what it takes to revolutionalise agriculture. I believe 
in him. Let us just give him the opportunity. He will do it. 

din: Since you are passionate about agriculture, what are you 
doing to encourage people to invest in that sector?

President JonAthAn: That is exactly what we are saying. 
When you make agriculture... you see, a businessman wants 
to put his money where he is going to make money. Yes, a 
businessman can go in for charity. If he is going in for charity, 
he knows he is going for charity. But if he is investing to make 
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money, he knows he is investing to make money. Before this 
time, people invest in agriculture but they are not even getting 
the correct seeds, the improved seedlings, even for oil palm 
because if they compare the yields, including milk and others, 
what we produce in this country, compared to other places, is 
so sad. And immediately you make sure that the farmers in 
this country, where probably you’ve been getting 100, you now 
get 1,000 or 500, it will encourage people to go in. So, that will 
improve on the returns investors will get in agriculture. We are 
encouraging the value chain, not just producing the raw food 
but you must process it. We are encouraging export too. That is 
why agriculture links up to trade and investment.  As you are 
producing, if you want to export, the route for you to export 
will be there. Of course, we are encouraging the Central Bank 
and others to make funds available, to lend to that sector cheap 
fund. If you are planting especially the tree crops, the economic 
crops that take almost five years before they start bearing fruits, 
if you take money from normal commercial banks, after 12 
months, they will be knocking at your door. You can’t invest 
in agriculture that way. So, these are the whole areas, the whole 
agriculture value chain that we are looking at and we are going 
to handle all of it to encourage Nigerians who are interested in 
investing in agriculture and make money in agriculture. 

din: Let’s move to politics.

lAoye: Mr. President, do you have anything against supporting 
the clamour for a convening of a National Conference? A lot of 
politicians, commentators, and analysts have said maybe we 
should all sit down and look at all these problems. The Oputa 
panel came and went. Up till now, I don’t think Nigerians know 
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where that report went or whether anything was implemented 
there. But a lot of people are saying why can’t we just sit down 
and talk? Or are we just scared that by talking alone, we would 
disintegrate? Mr. President, would you support the clamour for 
a national conference?

President JonAthAn: Yes, of course. I support that Nigerians 
must discuss. And Nigerians have been discussing. The only 
difference is probably the ones that are midwifed by the federal 
government. Various non-governmental organisations have been 
holding, even one, not too long ago, was held in Port Harcourt. 
But the one that is midwifed by the federal government is the one 
probably Nigerians are talking about. Even that one, you know, 
when Obasanjo was there as President, there was a dialogue. Some 
people call it national dialogue, some call it national conference, 
talk is talk. And I remember that time as a Deputy Governor, our 
state sent our own team. All states, ethnic nationalities, other 
pressure groups sent delegates. And a number of things were 
discussed. Even now, the Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation... I’ve asked him to set up a team and look into the 
report of that dialogue. And from the preliminary briefing I had, 
about one hundred and eighty something issues were agreed 
upon by all Nigerians and the ones that were not quite conclusive 
were very few. And I know that during Obasanjo’s time, some of 
them were even moved on to the National Assembly. But in one 
way or the other, the National Assembly couldn’t deliberate on 
them till the end of that 5th Assembly. I said fine, we are going to 
set up a committee; we are not re-discussing because Nigerians 
have been discussing, and monies have been spent by various 
tiers of government and other groups. So, all those ones that 
Nigerians have agreed, we want to package them properly in form 
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of bills and send them to the National Assembly. If the National 
Assembly wants to make laws out of them, of course, they will 
go again for public hearing so they will give the opportunity to 
Nigerians who may also want to make additional input. But the 
areas that are still controversial, we will look at them. Because 
the areas are very few, we may not need to bring so many people 
again to look at them and pass on to the National Assembly who 
also may have to do public hearing.  It passes through stages. We 
always encourage discussion and we will continue to encourage 
discussion because people must have the opportunity to talk. I 
don’t believe Nigeria is going to disintegrate. No. We have been 
discussing; we’ve never disintegrated. All the Constitutional 
Conferences that have been going on, it is when you don’t 
discuss, it is when people don’t discuss that you could create 
problems.  But when people discuss, it is like husband and wife, 
if they have a major disagreement and each person keeps it in his 
mind, every little thing offends the other. But when you come 
together and discuss, some of those issues that you disagree on 
become non-issues. We must encourage discussion. 

bAKAre: Nigeria is joked about as having the most expensive 
democracy in the world. There are too many political office 
holders from the federal to the state and local levels. Are you 
doing anything to reduce the number of public office holders 
considering that we are in an emerging democracy and we need 
a lot of money to concentrate on other things?

President JonAthAn: In terms of the cost, Nigerians raise 
the issue of the cost of running government, not necessarily the 
political office holders per se, even in terms of the civil servants. 
Yes, we must create jobs for people. But jobs must be targeted 
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properly. Government alone cannot employ. Government must 
encourage private sector. That’s what we want. Our emphasis 
is to create an environment in which the private sector will 
blossom because the private sector generates the jobs, not the 
government. I have set up a committee to review all the parastatals 
of government. Every parastatal has a board, MD or Executive 
Secretary, political office holders and so on and so forth and a 
number of these boards have some overlapping functions. It is 
headed by Steve Oronsaye. He was one-time Head of Service. 
He is chairing that. They are looking at the whole parastatals of 
government to see how we can merge some and reduce them. 
That will bring down the cost significantly. In the area of political 
office holders, at the federal level, we are also trying to control it. 
A number of presidential aides, vice presidential aides... we are 
trying to control it. We cannot regulate that of the states because 
it is a federal system. But that alone may not be the problem. 
Generally, the issue of how government must earn more money, 
reduce your travels, reduce your overheads and make sure you 
have more money for capital projects, is what the economic team 
is working on. I agree with you Nigerians are complaining about 
the cost of running government.  Even the National Assembly 
have agreed to cut down i think about 20 per cent of their 
allowances. They’ve agreed to cut down. We all agreed that we 
have to bring the cost of running government down. 

AbdulrAhMAn: One funny issue in the political scene in this 
country is the proposal of a six-year single tenure for Presidents, 
governors and even local government chairmen. Sir, do you regret 
making that proposal in view of the criticisms and comments it 
generated at the time you made that proposal?
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President JonAthAn: I have no regrets at all. Tukur, I have 
no regrets. You see, transformation is costly. Transformation 
is painful. There is no leader that wants to transform that 
will not be criticised. The issue of single tenure is to stabilise 
the polity. And tell me that country that you stabilise the 
economy without first stabilising the polity. You must stabilise 
the political environment before you talk of the economy. For 
example, Nigeria was to be rated by this rating agencies towards 
the elections. They gave us BB minus (BB-). And they said we 
are giving you this because we don’t know what will happen in 
your elections. Elections are political. Election is not economic. 
But the politics decides the economic trend. People say yes, we 
and Brazil, we and India, we and Malaysia and so on and so 
forth, were almost at par at independence. Singapore too. But 
that Nigeria is still lower down now while those other countries 
have almost entered the first world. Some people use the simplest 
explanation: corruption. It’s very easy to say all your problems 
are caused by corruption. Corruption is bad, we must all fight 
corruption. But some other analysts say that the problem why 
Nigeria has not moved too far, is that for this period, from 1960 
till date, Nigeria has not gotten any stable political environment. 
Some people are not too sure what will happen the next day. We 
passed through a long history of military rule intervention in the 
First Republic, the Second Republic, aborted the Third Republic 
before this time around. Now, we have elected Obasanjo as a 
President two times, elected Yar’Adua as a President and now 
myself. Four presidential elections and we are still here. We are 
now very hopeful that democracy has come to stay. But that 
you have a democratic government does not mean that the 
political environment is stable. In a situation where you elect 
a government and the governor has not sat down and another 
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election is on... look at Delta state, the Delta state government 
was in court, immediately that verdict was given, less than two 
months, he was contesting another election. Will you tell one 
that is a stable political system? It is not. Every four years, we 
conduct elections. It creates so much tension on the political 
environment. As we are talking now, people are busy holding 
meetings for 2015 elections. 

din: Perhaps, they are planning ahead, Mr. President!

President JonAthAn: You see, when people hold these 
meetings, some people could be mischievous because of the 
interests, it makes them do things that they are supposed not to, 
directly or indirectly or unknowingly sometimes and it creates 
so much confusion in the political environment. I’m not saying 
that a single tenure alone will bring 100 per cent stability. There 
is no political system that is 10 per cent stable even including the 
very stable societies. Politics must have some tension but whatever 
government of a country will do looking at their circumstances 
to bring some reasonable stability in their political environment, 
they must do it. And that is why we came up with that. We are 
talking of single tenure now. You know that it is not the first time 
the issue has been raised. If you ask people like Alex Ekwueme, 
the committee at that time recommended 5-year single tenure. 
The late Yar’Adua appointed Justice Uwais for the political 
reform; I, as the Vice President then, chaired the inter-party 
group. President Yar’Adua said look, we are the actors, and we 
are politicians. It is not too good for political parties to submit 
their own different memoranda to Justice Uwais. Let us agree 
first. Let us agree first, we the players, let us agree on things that 
are common so that it would be easier even for Justice Uwais. I 
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chaired that. As at that time, Nigeria had over 40 political parties. 
So, there is no way we are going to call over 40 political parties to 
a meeting. It would be another parliament that you cannot 
control. Let us take parties that have governments, that have 
state governors as at that time, PDP was there, ANPP was there, 
then, APGA was there, PPA, Orji Kalu’s party, they had two 
states then, Imo and Abia, AC that changed to ACN, they had 
formed governments but when we invited them, they declined. 
So, these four parties met. And that matter also came up and we 
felt like, because of the current circumstances of the country, to 
reduce this tension, to reduce this issue of incumbency fighting 
at the federal and state levels by all means to win elections, and 
struggling to win elections is one, even managing the political 
parties gives us more concern which you people don’t know 
because you are not politicians. If you elect somebody today as 
chairman of a council, as governor of a state, and that governor... 
I was a governor; I won my primaries though I didn’t go for the 
main elections... when you elect me as a governor today, since the 
Constitution allows me a second term, I will do everything to 
make sure I also win my second term. The first thing I will do is 
that within your party, you want to get a structure that will 
favour you. That is the first problem we normally have within the 
party. Take PDP for example; within the PDP in the state, it is 
divided. The governor may want to work with people he believes 
would enable him get his re-nomination and, of course, it’s 
natural, survival. You must survive as a person. The survival 
instinct is everywhere. I will do the same thing. So, we feel that, 
even for the parties to be properly managed, the governors are 
the leaders of the party at the state level, for them to work with 
every member of the party, this issue of second tenure should be 
jettisoned so that a governor, first and foremost, builds the party 
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because politics is built on the structures of the party. When the 
parties are not formidable, when the party structures are weak, 
you cannot expect very robust parties. The parties are weak 
today because at the state level, there is always infighting. And 
we feel that if a governor knows that he has only one term and he 
is to lead the party to victory in the next elections, he will bring 
everybody together because he is no longer contesting primaries. 
That is one of the reasons. Then, also, the cost of the elections per 
se is quite high. This election, for INEC alone, I believe we spent 
close to N130 billion. The security is there. The tribunals are 
there. That is at the federal level. Then, at the state level, if we 
aggregate all the government has spent on the elections alone, it 
is staggering. In a country where we are talking about power, 
about road, about water and we feel that every four years, there 
are elections, the economy cannot support it; that we need to 
increase the gap a little so that the investments spread across a 
period longer than four years which is better. Almost in Africa, I 
think Nigeria is the only country that has this four-year tenure. 
South Africa has five years. Liberia has seven years double tenure. 
A number of Heads of States used to say Nigeria thought they 
have developed like the United States of America, that’s why they 
went and copied four years in the United States. Frankly speaking, 
the four years is quite short; of course, not necessarily for the 
issue of developing a country. If you have a stable government, 
government is a relay. One person will hand over to the other 
person. If I started anything, the new government will not drop 
it, they will follow up. That is not even the key issue. The issue is 
that in Africa, elections create a lot of social unrest and you need 
to at least manage this. Look at elections conducted in this 
country that local and foreign observers adjudged as credible, 
still, there was crisis in some of the states. We had crisis in Bauchi 
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State; we had crisis in Kano State, leading to deaths of people. 
That is even elections that all agreed as credible. Suppose the 
elections were manipulated, it would have been disastrous. So, 
we believe that we need a gap. I really did not talk about six years. 
Even in that report, we said seven years actually. We said that 
since we are running a system of four years for a single tenure 
and two tenures that total eight years, if we get too low, lower 
than eight, people will resist. So, the best thing to do is to lose 
one year and have a single tenure. That is my thinking, seven 
years for President and seven years for the governors. But for the 
National Assembly and state Houses of Assembly, six years each 
multiple. In their own, parliament elections all over the world, 
it’s like if you want and people want you to be there till you die, 
so be it. We are not going to limit them. But even for parliamentary 
elections that are multiple, as long as you want to stay, I think 
that a four-year term is too short for our economy, that six years 
is better. Yes, people may see it differently because, sometimes, 
people are no longer rational when politicians are involved. I 
compare politics with chieftaincy disputes or land disputes in 
communities. People who are involved in chieftaincy disputes or 
land disputes don’t reason. All their interest is to defend their 
family positions. Nobody is rational whether your father is right 
or wrong. Probably the land does not belong to your father but 
your father told you it is his own family land, even if the other 
people come to tell you a better story that is convincing, you 
don’t even want to hear. All you want to do is defend what your 
father tells you is your own, whether wrongly or rightly. That is 
politics for you. So, it is not an occasion for people being rational. 
But Nigerians will decide one day. So, everybody plays politics. 
But we will throw it to Nigerians. And I’m convinced that for 
now, if you bring single tenure, it will stabilise the polity relatively. 
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People may see it differently but Nigerians may take the rightful 
decision. It has nothing to do with any individual gimmick. You 
see, in politics, people suspect every move you make. No matter 
what you do, some people are saying why should be President be 
taking of a single tenure term now, probably he has something to 
gain from it. They will not bother to look at it whether they will 
gain something from it or not. The feeling that probably you 
have some hidden agenda on that single tenure alone made 
people to attack it. But people will decide it, people will analyse, 
the National Assembly will look at it. The President has no power 
to use executive fiat to impose single tenure on Nigerians. No. 
And sometimes, I listen to the television watching people discuss 
and talk on it without understanding it. For you to talk on it, you 
even need to see the bill. I’ve not even submitted a bill to the 
National Assembly. I am not even expecting some very senior 
people to be commenting on it because there is no bill. It is only 
when you see the bill that you can comment on it. Now, it’s 
almost like a rumour. And if there is a rumour, then, people will 
feast on it. That is what is happening. People are feasting on a 
rumour. But if you see the bill, then, you can discuss it from a 
point of knowledge, from a point of information. 

lAoye: Talking about rumours, what is your take Mr. President 
on the various salacious stories going out of Wikileaks?

President JonAthAn: The whole thing about Wikileaks, it 
looks like beer parlour gossips. I don’t know, I’m not a seer. I 
don’t have supernatural powers to know whether all the stories 
are true or not true. In Nigeria, most of them are associated with 
the former American Ambassador, the lady. Oh, she met with 
this person, this is what they discussed, she met with that person, 
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and this is what they discussed. Whether they actually discussed 
these issues and even if they did discuss, whether the issues are 
correct or not is a different ball game. I will not talk about another 
person because I don’t want to instigate unnecessary media 
discussion on it. The recent one about me is that one of my aides 
in December 2006, specifically on 18th December 2006, that one 
of my current aides made two contradictory statements about 
me. One, he described me as one of those who have not helped 
the Niger Delta in terms of economic development as if I’m part 
of the old order, that I’ve been misusing funds in the Niger Delta. 
Then in another part, the same aide now spoke positively about 
me. That was the time I was appointed Vice Presidential running 
mate to late Yar’Adua. I became Governor of Bayelsa state 12th 
December, 2005. From 12th December 2005 to 18th December 
2006 is just 12 months as a governor. Will someone say with just 
12 months of my being governor, I had become part of the old 
order that has brought under-development to the Niger Delta? 
Or was it the six and half years’ period I was deputy governor? 
How many deputy governors participate in spending money in 
this country? We all know the fate of deputy governors in this 
country. How many of them participate in spending money?  
Before I became deputy governor, I was Assistant Director 
in OMPADEC. I was Assistant Director, Ecology in charge of 
Environmental Protection. I was not awarding contracts. I was 
in charge of managing the environment, looking at places where 
we had problems and how we are going to do it, linking up with 
the oil companies. Or was it that period I was in OMPADEC 
as Assistant Director, Environmental Protection that I became a 
part of the old order? Before I became Assistant Director, I was 
a lecturer, just teaching students. Was it when I was a lecturer 
that I became part of the old order? Then, not too long ago, they 
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talked about my wife. I mentioned to you, I became Governor of 
Bayelsa State 12th December 2005 and they said in 2006, my wife 
was arrested with $13.5 million at Lagos airport. Where?  How? 
And knowing the circumstances that made me a governor, the 
circumstances because of EFCC harassment in Bayelsa, that is 
one history I don’t want to remember, under that circumstances 
and then four months after I became governor, my wife would 
carry a bag of $13.5 million. I don’t know whether people know 
what a million dollars is. And somebody is writing that? I think 
it is rubbish. Some of them, I don’t know. The gossip published 
in Wikileaks is something I cannot comment on. I cannot. 
I can talk about the ones that made reference to me; I cannot 
talk about the references made to other people because they are 
like gossips. And gossip, whether they are true or not true, are a 
different thing entirely. 

din: With a lot of frenzy on it, will you just choose to ignore 
it?

President JonAthAn: You can’t ignore. If your name is 
mentioned, you can’t ignore it. But you will not because Wikileaks 
mentioned something that you will now go and castigate that 
person. I’m using myself as an example. You cannot. That’s why 
I’m saying it. It is something we have to take with a pinch of 
salt. I’m not saying that they are wrong or right. But I’m giving 
you explanations about my own self. The issue of my wife with 
$13.5 million, nothing like that ever happened. People should go 
and find out. If an incident like that happened, immigrations 
must be involved or customs or police or whatever. They will not 
tell you anybody or mention names. They will only say she was 
caught. Who arrested her? What time? It is absolutely rubbish as 
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there was nothing like that. Even, if they had arrested her with 
$100,000 or $200,000 and somebody is trying to blow it out of 
proportion, you will say okay, there is something like that. But 
this one, there was no time that my wife travelled, and that one 
year I was governor, it was very turbulent in Bayelsa State. We 
were not travelling. I myself only travelled to Dubai once because 
we had an oil company in Bayelsa State then, we wanted to link 
up with some investors. We travelled to Dubai just one night. 
We were not travelling because of the circumstances of Bayelsa 
State then. So, these are all stories that never existed. Somebody 
quotes Wikileaks. Maybe people have different Wikileaks now 
(general laughter).

lAoye: In the last few weeks, Nigerian judiciary has been 
reduced to nothing but ridicule. We have been watching and 
we’ve seen scandals continue to make the headlines. What is 
your reaction to what has gone on in the Judiciary?

President JonAthAn: All of us are worried because all 
Nigerians believe it is in the judiciary that we should get justice, 
though maybe they will tell you that the courts are courts of 
law and not courts of justice. People feel that in the judiciary, 
people should get justice. So, when the judiciary is embedded in 
controversy, nobody is happy over it. But one thing probably I 
can say and tell Nigerians is that the judiciary will reform itself 
and they are reforming themselves. They themselves know that 
what has happened is not too good for them. We should allow 
the judiciary to reform themselves. I will plead with politicians 
like me not to get involved and politicise the judiciary. They 
have their challenges. It is part of their own evolution but they 
will reform themselves and the way I’m looking at it, they are 
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ready to reform themselves and Nigerian judiciary will come up 
stronger and better. 

din: We are running out of time so we need to merge segments. 
We are going to go to infrastructure where we are going to be 
looking at roads, health and education and then, foreign policy 
and then, one last segment which is a soft segment where Mr. 
President will tell us what he does when he is not running 
Nigeria, that is if he ever has a break. So, infrastructure, who 
takes the lead?

AbdulrAhMAn: Mr. President, you’ve spoken quite a lot on 
infrastructural development; our hospitals, the roads and so on. 
But one issue that you don’t mention is this issue of the dredging 
of the River Niger. Remember, it was a subject of controversy 
shortly after you became Acting President. There were rumours 
that the project was stopped. It was refuted. Nigerians want to 
know: what is the position of things now as far as the dredging 
of the River Niger is concerned? 

President JonAthAn: The dredging of the River Niger is a 
continuous process. Yes, I know that one or two contractors have 
complained about payment, not just the River Niger. I think the 
Inland Water Ways is even planning to move into the Benue 
basin. Maybe there are payment problems for some contractors. 
The dredging process is going on and will continue to go on. 
And we are no longer to take that kind of one-off dredging this 
time around. The maintenance dredging has to go on and on 
because the problem in Nigeria, like we say, is the problem of 
maintenance. We build expensive infrastructure but we don’t 
maintain. Ordinarily, if we’ve been doing maintenance dredging, 
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we wouldn’t have been requiring those billions to do the dredging. 
We wouldn’t have allowed the river system to silt to that level it 
has silted before doing this major dredging. You know, the other 
time, just like we are talking about politicians, when people are 
involved in politics, people don’t think again. People want to 
look at one little thing, even if they know the correct thing and 
they know that if they bend it, it would suit their own position. 
It is just like a lawyer arguing a case in a court. That is the way 
politicians operate. If you have a case and you give it to a lawyer, 
the other lawyer will just be listening. He is not listening to your 
good points but where you will make a mistake. Then, he will 
hold you on that and begin to put a big wedge into the place 
he realised in order to destroy your case, especially in criminal 
cases. He is not interested in your good stories. He is looking 
for one weak point that he will use to destroy your case. That is 
politics. Luckily, that is over. They felt I wanted to divert funds 
from dredging River Niger to go and dredge Bayelsa. Of course, 
Nigerians have realised that it is rubbish. It is one of those bad 
things about politics. That is the game and we will continue to 
enjoy it. 

lAoye: Mr. President, you used to be a member of ASUU.

President JonAthAn: Yes, every lecturer. As long as I was a 
lecturer, I was a member of ASUU. 

lAoye: Recently, you had some agreements with them. What 
is the state of the implementation now?

President JonAthAn: Yes, the Minister of Education is 
handling it. Any agreement that we have, we will definitely follow 
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up. If they are few grey areas, I can assure you if there is any 
reason, assuming along the line we realise there is something we 
can’t do, then we will call them for a discussion. But so far, we 
will.

bAKAre: On the Lagos-Ibadan, Lagos-Benin, Abuja-Lokoja 
roads and the second Niger Bridge project in Onitsha, what is 
your government doing to address these issues?

President JonAthAn: If you listened to the Minister of Works, 
he addressed the issues. Some of the roads you mentioned, work 
has started. I remember that when the bridge head area of the 
current Niger Bridge, when the governor came, we had to borrow 
money from the Ecological Fund, because of the poor budgeting 
process, to make sure they quickly intervened and we will pay 
back the Ecological Fund. It is the same federal government 
fund, it is the same Nigeria’s fund but we are just picking from 
somewhere to the other because the Ecological Fund does not 
pass through normal line budgeting, so, you can easily lend it 
out without going against the law. So, we quickly intervened. For 
the second Niger Bridge, it is a project I said we must do. During 
my campaigns, I mentioned it because the present Niger Bridge 
is getting weak. We’ve done some studies and the bridge-head 
areas are getting weak. And also the traffic too is quite high. So, 
we cannot continue to keep that for long. We will not want to 
wait until that bridge collapses before we build another one. We 
are looking at various options. You know it is not Second Niger 
Bridge alone but the major road infrastructure system in this 
country. If you follow the normal line budgeting, it would be 
difficult for us to get Nigerian roads to the position Nigerians 
would expect. And that is one area even before our elections I 
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had set up a committee headed by the Vice President and we 
are looking at the various options of funding our major projects. 
We selected about 50 major projects cutting across road, power 
and water resources that we must use different options, the PPP 
option, and the long-term funding option. Some contractors are 
ready to fund it for a long term, then you pay over a period. We 
are looking at the various options. Now that we’ve set up the 
Economic Implementation Team, chaired by the Minister of 
Finance, they will review the report from the Vice President’s 
committee so that we move on.

din: Let’s move to Foreign Policy. Tukur. 

AbdulrAhMAn:  Mr. President, the crisis going on in Libya is a 
source of concern to Nigeria and many other African countries. 
Recently, Nigeria took a position which was in contrast to the 
position of the African Union. Are you worried that for the first 
time, we are going the other way? 

President JonAthAn: No, we didn’t take a position that is 
contrary to that of the African Union. The last time AU discussed 
the issue of Libya was in Malabo. And I attended that meeting. 
About forty something African countries have endorsed the 
transitional government. I think about 45 countries. The President 
of Ghana just told me yesterday that Ghana too has endorsed. So, 
AU did not take a very firm position on Libya. They did not take 
a position that ‘oh, it must be this,’ because nobody really knew 
the issues about Libya. I think as at that time we met in Malabo, 
we knew it was no longer possible for Gaddafi to continue to 
be the President of Libya because the transitional people had 
moved so far with the assistance of NATO and others. It was 
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very obvious. All that AU decided was that we should allow some 
dialogue. A team was set up that was supposed to go there and 
encourage dialogue. The idea was for Gaddafi to step aside, for 
Libyans to come together and conduct elections; not the issue of 
Gaddafi to continue as leader or head of Government. No. AU 
never took that decision. But somehow, after the meeting, things 
happened very fast and before AU moved in to encourage that 
dialogue, it is like you have a pot carrying water, you drop the pot 
and it breaks and everything scatters. Individual countries now 
quickly took some positions. You must also protect your citizens 
living in a place. And of course, you know Gaddafi was no longer 
going to be the President of Libya. You don’t have to play politics 
that does not have any relevance. What are you going to say? Are 
you going to say Nigeria should continue to support Gaddafi? It’s 
not possible. It’s not. 

lAoye: It’s in our strategic interest, not just Libya, Mr. 
President. Over the years, we spent so much money, either 
during the Liberation movement or South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Angola, we were there for them. And 
many of them schooled here and our government funded it. 
Those of us who attended schools with them in the 70s know 
that they were richer than us their fellow students. But what have 
we gained from shelling out so much money? Liberia and Sierra 
Leone had their problems and our soldiers were there and we 
spent money. But if we want something at the UN, it’s one of 
those we have helped most that will go against us. Can’t we draw 
on our diplomatic IOUs with these people? Or diplomacy is no 
longer based on reciprocity? 

President JonAthAn: Thank you. You see, Nigerian foreign 
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policy, from independence, I will say till date because we’ve just 
reviewed it, we just set a committee to try and review our foreign 
policy; we’ve not looked at it at the level of government. When 
we look at it and we accept the recommendations, then maybe 
some changes will come in, in terms of focus. But it has been 
centred on Africa from independence till date. And Nigerian 
position then was to protect and defend Africa. And you cannot 
say that we did not gain much because it helped Nigeria to be 
recognised as a leading African country. Nigeria is not being 
recognised as a leading African country simply because we are 
160 million people. It’s not because of the number of Nigerians. 
It’s not just because we produce oil. But it’s because of the robust 
foreign policy of Nigeria, standing firm on anything that affects 
Africa and supporting it. That is why Nigeria became a frontline 
state on things that were happening in South Africa. Nigeria 
had no boundaries with South Africa; we are supposed not to 
be a member of the frontline states. But that gave us leverage in 
international politics. Now, we are talking about what are the 
key countries in Africa that should be members of the Security 
Council on permanent basis. You talk about Nigeria, you talk 
about South Africa and you talk about Egypt. If we did not play 
that role, nobody would have mentioned Nigeria, not because 
of our size, not because of the number of human beings but 
because of our commitment in peacekeeping... when there are 
problems in any African nation, how we support robustly. But 
what Nigerians are saying, which I agree with you on, is that yes, 
we are doing this, yes, at the political front, we are getting some 
mileage in terms of recognition as a leader. Forget about some 
African countries trying to contest with us on some of these 
positions. They will because they are independent nations, they 
must show interest. But globally, when you talk about Africa, 
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which countries do they mention? That is what you should 
think about. But people are saying in addition to that, what of 
the economic sector? If we are intervening in any country, you 
see, we didn’t gain much from that because we had a very weak 
private sector. Government doesn’t do business. In countries 
that are developed, when Prime Minister David Cameron 
came to visit briefly and we had interaction, didn’t you see the 
number of businessmen that followed their President? He came 
with a major business delegation. It is now that we are growing 
the private sector. Nigeria’s private sector is becoming robust 
now. Now, assuming we get to those situations where we invest 
in the liberation of other countries, as we are moving in, the 
private sector will also move in. And that’s how Nigeria’s private 
interests would be properly internalised. You know Nigeria sent 
the first contingent outside its shores to Congo seven days after 
independence in 1960. What kind of private sector will benefit 
from that? They will do nothing. So, the issue is the strength of the 
private sector. But now, it is different. Now, Nigerian banks, on 
their own, have moved. Dangote has factories in quite a number 
of African countries and others. And we are encouraging now, 
even if I’m going for state visits, I go with businessmen. Before 
now, Presidents of Nigeria had no crop of business people that 
could go with them and talk about investing in other places. So, 
things are beginning to change. Though in terms of the foreign 
policy, we have actually reviewed it and I have received the report 
but the executive council has not looked at it. If there are areas of 
minor changes, we will change. But you can’t say Nigeria has not 
gained from what we have done over the period. It is not every 
gain that is measured in naira and kobo. Nigeria is still regarded 
as a leading African country because of our foreign policy.
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din: Gentlemen, we have run out of time on this segment. The 
programme is over. Mr. President, thank you very much for your 
time. My distinguished colleagues, thank you for making this a 
successful event. That’s it on tonight’s edition of the Presidential 
Media Chat. I’m Stella Din. Thanks very much for watching.
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Alegbe: Hello and welcome. It’s the Presidential Media 
Chat, another in the series of moments and times when we have 
the privilege of the opportunity to engage the President of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria in looking at some of the issues that 
are on the front burner of our national life. We are very happy to 
have in our midst this evening His Excellency, the President of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, 
GCFR. You are welcome sir to the Presidential Chat.

President JonAthAn: Thank you Mr. Alegbe.

Alegbe: Thank you sir. My name is Ohi Alegbe. And I’m not 
doing this alone. I have some of my friends and colleagues who 
have also joined along with us. I should begin with the ladies 
as it is done before I go to the gentlemen. Maupe Ogun works 
for Channels Television. She is here with us to also raise some 
issues concerning the Nigerian nation state. So, Maupe, you are 
welcome. 

ogun: Thank you very much.

Alegbe: We also have on the immediate left to Maupe, 
Ishaq Modibbo Kawu, who is Chairman of the Editorial Board 
of Blueprint Newspaper and he is also a columnist with the 
Vanguard Newspaper. You are welcome. 

KAwu: Good evening Mr. President.

Alegbe: And I have on my right, Mr. Edward Dickson who is 
Editor of the Tribune. 
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dicKson: Your Excellency, good evening Sir. 

President JonAthAn: You are welcome.

Alegbe: So, apart from those of us who are here who will 
raise some issues, we also will entertain some phone calls from 
Nigerians. We will scroll these numbers on the screen as we go 
along and also get some of our friends to also send in messages 
by email and twitter as the case may be. But we would start from 
the beginning sir. Security has become an issue in Nigeria. Just a 
couple of hours ago, you relieved the National Security Adviser 
and the Minister of Defence of their appointments.  Would 
we say we are on our way to finding a solution to the security 
challenges that we are facing? Is that the only major change of 
guards that we are likely to embark upon with regards to the 
security challenges that we face sir?

President JonAthAn: Thank you and let me use this 
opportunity to also thank Nigerians and greet all Nigerians 
who are watching this programme and probably those who will 
watch it later. And I commend you journalists for the good work 
you’ve been doing for this country. Security is a global challenge 
now. It’s not just Nigeria. It’s just like the economic recession. 
It’s global. Different countries are having their share. The issue 
of Boko Haram is actually giving Nigeria a bigger share of the 
challenges. Government is on it, we will continue to be on it 
and definitely, we will get over it. Relating to the changes we’ve 
made, the Defence Minister, we’ve not appointed a new one yet 
because that one has to go through the Senate and so, we’ve not 
announced a name. It is only the Senate that can clear the person, 
so, we don’t announce a name until the Senate clears the person. 
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But for the NSA, which is a Special Adviser position, some 
other person has taken over. Those people who have held these 
offices have done well. But if you look at the evolution of Boko 
Haram, they are changing their tactics every day. The interest 
of a terrorist is to destabilise government and if one trick does 
not work, he is going to use another trick and another trick! So, 
you must also begin to change your personnel, change your style 
and change your strategy. So, we are also changing and we think 
it is time some other hands would have to come in to do things 
slightly differently. It’s not that the people who were there before 
were not working. They are good Nigerians who worked very 
hard. So, we will continue to adjust our security architecture and 
where there is the need to change personnel to fit into our new 
programme, we will surely do that.

Alegbe: Would you consider some other approaches? And 
those approaches, are they ones you can share with Nigerians 
because some people have mentioned dialogue with Boko Haram 
terrorists?

President JonAthAn: Government itself is using different 
methods. Some may not be obvious. And security issues are not 
the issues you really discuss in detail. But the issue of dialogue 
continues to come up. In fact, some people feel that no government 
should dialogue with criminals. Terrorists are criminals. That’s 
the position of some, especially the West. But to us in this 
country and to me in particular, the Boko Haram members are 
Nigerians and I wouldn’t want to lose the life of one Nigerian. I 
would rather wish that the criminal becomes reasonable and we 
will retrain that person just like we have retrained people from 
the Niger Delta to become productive members of the Nigerian 
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society. I would love a situation where the Boko Haram people 
stop the rubbish they are doing, embrace government and they 
are trained in different skills so that they become productive and 
contribute to our economy. The government will dialogue with 
Boko Haram but presently, Boko Haram has no face. Nobody 
will come and tell you that I’m a leader of Boko Haram; and 
government cannot dialogue with a faceless group. You must 
have a face; you must tell us the reason why you are doing what 
you are doing. Then, of course, we dialogue. We want them to 
change. We want them to become decent citizens, to move freely 
and get involved with businesses just like other Nigerians, to 
become the top business persons in this country. 

Alegbe: I guess Maupe has an issue to raise with regards to 
that sir.

ogun: Yes. Mr. President, could we say we understand what 
is it exactly they are clamouring for? Do we have an idea of what 
exactly they want?

President JonAthAn: I don’t know. But I know terrorists 
all over the world have one common agenda: destabilising 
government. Whatever they’ll gain from that! It looks more 
like people who may not be rational again. The target of a 
terrorist is to destabilise government. That is why, even if you 
look at the evolution of Boko Haram, initially, they were not 
attacking churches. The very first time, they were even more 
antagonistic to fellow Muslims because they believed that they 
were not worshipping the way they were supposed to. That was 
not working. They’ve not been able to bring government down 
and they started attacking churches. Their attacking churches, 
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is to instigate religious crises. They believe that when they attack 
a church, Christian youths will revolt against Muslim youths. 
They don’t care about who dies in the process and government 
will be destabilised. If the way they are attacking churches, watch 
out, if it does not work, of course, we are working hard, we will 
stop it, we will crush it, if it doesn’t work, the same Boko Haram 
will start attacking mosques to instigate Muslim youths to attack 
Christians. So, they change their tactics. Their own interest, 
terrorists all over the world, is to destabilise government. 

ogun: So does this have anything to do with politics then?

President JonAthAn: Well, the professionals will tell you 
their different theories. Yes, there may be political interests, 
there may be other interests. It is always difficult to say this is 
the exact thing. Even, assuming you get to these terrorists and 
you ask them ‘why are you doing this?’, some of them may not 
be able to even tell you anything. But in my own interest as the 
President of this country, it is whatever is their motive, whatever 
their interest, it is not of material importance to me but we will 
work very hard to stop it and we are working very hard and we 
will stop it. 

KAwu: Mr. President, you did say you are interested in 
dialogue. I know that a couple of months back, a well-known 
Islamic cleric, Dr. Datti Ahmed, began some kind of secret 
negotiations which found them. If you really want to pursue the 
dialogue option, isn’t it possible to restart especially because you 
are changing a lot of things now? Don’t you think we should go 
back to finding a way and taking very radical decisions? 
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President JonAthAn: Yes, we will encourage that. I will 
even say this. Some people have access to them... some of the 
media people interview them. That means that some Nigerians 
have access to them. And anybody that has access to them, we 
will encourage that person to engage with them. The day they 
agree that yes, they are ready to discuss with government, they 
are ready to identify themselves and they have the reasons and 
they know what they want, we will discuss with them. So, even 
Datti Ahmed that has access to them, we will encourage him to 
do that. 

dicKson: It is taken that, on the part of government, you should 
be more forthcoming in the area of reconciliation. There are some 
people who think that why would government, for instance, not 
begin the process of releasing the women and children that were 
arrested, the buildings of the Boko Haram people that are in the 
process of being demolished and at the same time, that those 
who have been arrested? That if government will take a process 
of also releasing some of these people, that government, at least, 
would have shown good faith in the process of reconciliation. 

President JonAthAn: All of us are adults. From childhood 
till this time, we’ve been having disputes with our friends 
and neighbours. You must commence a dialogue. You must 
commence a reconstruction. You must commence a discussion 
before you talk about receding. For now, there is no negotiation 
going on so there is no basis for you to say government is 
supposed to do this or not do that. But the issue of arrest of 
children or arrest of women, government isn’t arresting children 
and women of Boko Haram members. Some of them are known. 
Some of the women complain openly. Of course, the laws in the 
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land say you cannot sentence a young person to normal jail but 
you put him in a remand home. People these days use children 
for all kinds of things. There was somebody who told me of a 
story, of a father who planted cocaine in the hair of a baby of 
one year plus. And, of course, they were arrested. Now, is it 
the baby that they will arrest or the father? If the child is up to 
some reasonable level and is involved in crime, the child will be 
arrested. The only thing is that, that child, if he is convicted, will 
not go to a normal prison. That, you should know. So, because 
you are under the age of 18, and you commit a crime, so you will 
get away with it, no! That is not the position of the law. I’m not 
a lawyer but that is not the position of the law. The only thing is 
that you will not be in a prison with adults. You will be sent to 
a home where you will be remodelled. If they arrest a woman, 
some criminals, their wives are also criminals. It is known. For 
some people, the whole family is involved in drug trafficking. So, 
if security agencies enter a house and you have weapons there 
and there is a lady in that house, of course, she is the first suspect 
until there is a proof that she is innocent. You cannot say the 
security agencies are arresting wives of Boko Haram members. 
No. If women who are wives of Boko Haram members have been 
arrested, definitely they are helping in the investigation. And 
at anytime they conclude their investigations and they are not 
indicted, of course, they will release them. What will they do 
with their children and wives? Where are the cells to put all of 
them?

Alegbe: But Mr. President, the security issue is quite a touchy 
one. I think Modibbo has some issues to raise as regards that.

KAwu: I’m just curious Mr. President. The heart of this crisis is 
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Borno and Yobe States. Mr. President has not visited these states. 
I wonder why. You went to Kano when Kano was bombed. But 
Borno where this problem has been festering, the President has 
not gone to assure the people there. And then, related to that is 
the fact that Borno Elders Forum has made certain demands of 
government. Has the government given a thought to them? 

President JonAthAn: Thank you. People have been raising 
these issues. Actually, I was to visit Borno, not just to visit there 
and come back. I was even to spend one or two nights in Borno 
State at a time. But the airport was undergoing some resurfacing. 
And we didn’t want to fly in into any part of Borno with helicopter 
for obvious reasons. So, we deferred. And since then, it has been 
a problem. Yes, I know that in terms of Boko Haram, Borno and 
Yobe appear to be the centres. But it is not only Kano or Niger 
states. Some people said ‘you visited Niger state, is it because 
of a church?’ ‘You visited Kano, is it because the Minister for 
Planning is from Kano?’ In fact, in every state, I have a minister 
from there. I have not visited Bauchi and there are a lot of things 
that happened there even though we know Bauchi is not the 
headquarters. Even at the beginning of the crises, before the 
founder of Boko Haram, Yusuf was killed; in fact, it erupted 
earlier in Bauchi state, ordinarily, Bauchi, Yobe and Borno are 
almost on the same level. I’ve not visited Borno. Gombe, a lot of 
things have happened there. I’ve not visited. Adamawa, a lot of 
things have happened there, I’ve not gone there. Kaduna, even 
the home state of my Vice President, is always on fire. I have not 
gone. So, it is not as if I don’t like the people from Yobe or Borno. 
No. I have not personally visited. Definitely, I will visit and I will 
indeed visit all the states. Movement of a President is not easy. 
The engagements of a President are quite enormous. It’s not as if 



104 President exPlains

I don’t want to visit those states. I will visit the states.

ogun: Mr. President, do you regret going to Brazil? A lot of 
people criticised your trip to Brazil on the face of a nation that 
was under siege as it were. On second thoughts, would you have 
said maybe I shouldn’t have gone to Brazil?

President JonAthAn: Maupe, thank you for bringing this 
up because while in Brazil, I got some phone calls from people 
who are patriotic Nigerians expressing worries, that why should 
the President be in Brazil and Rio+10. That he could have sent 
his ministers, or that he could have sent his Vice President! 
And if I take your question specifically, I have no regrets for 
going to Brazil. The issue of security in this country, especially 
relating to Boko Haram, is pathetic. We’ve lost people. We’ve lost 
properties. Nigerians feel unsafe and I empathize with people 
who have lost people directly or indirectly. And I feel the pain. 
I as the President of this country, even if one person dies, if you 
ask the head of the security agencies, when one person dies, I feel 
so sad. But one thing is that if you know the tactics of terrorists, 
a number of people, especially genuine Nigerians who were 
worried that I travelled, got worried out of ignorance. One of 
the tactics of terrorists is to strangulate government. If they hear 
the President and Vice President of Nigeria wanted to travel but 
could not travel because they strike, that is when they celebrate 
it. If you’ve interacted with countries that are experiencing terror 
or have experienced terror, by virtue of my position, whenever 
I travel out, heads of states and countries which have passed 
through similar things come to me, encourage me and advise. 
One thing they say, if you go and interview the Prime Minister 
of Ethiopia, one thing he will tell you is that the government 
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of Nigeria must not stop for a second because of terror. Let the 
relevant services, security and otherwise, continue to do their 
work, continue to fight but government must function. If the 
President couldn’t go to Brazil because of Boko Haram incidents 
in Kaduna and Damaturu, then that is a celebration. One thing is 
that it will communicate a very wrong signal to the international 
community. If the President of the country cannot even travel, 
why should anybody come to that country? It communicates 
something too negative and the consequences of that to the 
country are quite enormous. Though specifically speaking, the 
incidents of Kaduna and Damaturu happened and I was aware of 
the situation, Kaduna had then been stabilised before I travelled. 
And even when I travelled, I was in constant touch with the 
security services. I even tell people, it’s not Mr. President that 
will move down to Kaduna or Damaturu to solve the problem. 
Luckily today, communication is so easy. So, that has been done. 
Yes, the meeting in Brazil is important. And that is one aspect, 
not Rio per se. For example, when we met in Chad, it was agreed 
that because of the challenges we have with Lake Chad, the rate 
of drying up of Lake Chad, if nothing is done, in the next 20 years 
there will be no Lake Chad, and we know the whole economy 
there, agriculture and so on, will go. And we are trying to get 
water from Central Africa and Congo to transfer. Out of the $6 
million for the feasibility studies, that is just for the feasibility 
studies not the job, Nigeria has to pay $5 million because no 
other contiguous state can afford that. But the real engineering 
work, you need $14 billion to do the job. Nigeria cannot raise 
$14 billion. The contiguous states with Nigeria cannot raise $14 
billion. So, we need to make a robust case for Lake Chad. And we 
agreed that the President of Nigeria, the President of Niger and 
the President of Chad must, and we did that. That is why even 
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in my speech, I emphasised on Lake Chad. We had a different 
session on Lake Chad specifically for the global community to 
take up. But even that, yes, the Vice President could go but the 
day the international community gets to know that the President 
of Nigeria couldn’t travel because of Boko Haram, then, we are 
finished as a nation and that is what Boko Haram people want. 
Even some other incidents, some other things happen in the 
country that make Presidents cancel journeys. But no President 
will stop a journey because of terror. Then, you’ve played into 
the hands of the terrorists and those who sponsor the terrorists. 
No President will play into the hands of terrorists. Of course, 
there are other incidents like the Dana Crash or other incidents 
that happened that if I want to travel, I can stop it but it would 
have no global effect on the global community. But, if the Vice 
President cannot travel, and the Senate President cannot travel 
because of terror, then, we are finished. Boko Haram and their 
sponsors can never and will never stop Nigeria from moving. 
We will continue to move. The judicial arm of government will 
keep faith with their national and international engagements. 
The legislative arm of government will keep faith with their 
national and international engagements. The executive arm, 
from heads of extra-ministerial agencies and departments, 
directors, permanent secretaries, ministers, Vice Presidents, and 
President, will keep faith with our international engagements 
and national engagements. Boko Haram and their sponsors will 
not stop Nigeria. They cannot bring us down. This government 
must move. And we must fight to bring Boko Haram to an end. 
It must end. We sympathise over the level of destruction they’ve 
done but it must come to an end and the country must move on. 

Alegbe: That’s very reassuring Mr. President. On the security 
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challenges, it’s been an exhaustive exposition on where we are 
on it. I do recall that sometime ago, you did say that by June, we 
would see an end to all of these. But there was an escalation in 
June. But now that you have reassured Nigerians again that all 
of the insurgency from the Boko Haram and such like will end 
someday soon, we will keep hope alive. Perhaps that should take 
us to another very important area, another issue in governance 
in Nigeria: corruption. It’s been there. I know that sometime 
ago, you changed the guards at the EFCC and quite a number 
of Nigerians felt that was a bold move, it was a good one so that 
we refocus the fight against corruption. But my colleagues have 
issues to raise still about corruption. Perhaps I should start with 
Maupe again who has some issues as regards that.

President JonAthAn: Ladies are very powerful.

(Laughter)

ogun: Sir, I hear some people say that the EFCC, the anti-
corruption agencies look to the Presidency. They are supposed 
to be independent agencies by themselves but they look to the 
Presidency to see the body language of the President before 
embarking on arrests or doing their jobs as it were. And then, 
they say that the body language of the President has not been 
to fight corruption. Would we say we are losing the war against 
corruption?

President JonAthAn: How do you see my own body 
language?

ogun: Mr. President, I haven’t read it sir. 
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(General Laughter)

President JonAthAn: I am somebody that, some people come 
to me and say that Jonathan, it appears people find it difficult to 
understand you. I don’t know anyway but I am a calm person. 
And I am one person that even if you are telling me rubbish, I can 
sit for 30 minutes to listen to your rubbish even though I know 
you are telling me rubbish. So, a lot of people misunderstand me. 
I am somebody that you just don’t come and tell me that Mr. Peter 
did ‘A’ and ‘B’ then, I rush after Mr. Peter. I take time to find out 
whether Mr. Peter indeed did A and B. I know some people who 
have the privilege of holding very high offices. If they come and 
tell you this man is after you, you are gone whether you know 
about that thing or not. Before you know it, something different, 
if you are holding office for instance, you lose your office and so 
on. But I’m calm but I know that we have too many mischievous 
people. I’ve been a victim of mischief and probably that has 
helped me to know that society is very complex. It’s not what 
somebody tells you that is in his mind. People act drama every 
day. Something else is in their mind and they do different things 
and tell you different things. If you have the privilege of being 
the governor of a state or President of a country, or even if you 
are a top person in your business or head of a department even 
in the private sector, you must be careful about people. There is 
nobody who is close to me, go and ask the EFCC chairman. Go 
and ask the ICPC chairman. I am quite happy that the new ICPC 
that is coming up, the way they are coming up, they will impress 
Nigerians. And I give them the latitude. I am one Nigerian who 
has the privilege of holding this office and gives the agencies the 
latitude to do their work. And so, sometimes, people feel you are 
supposed to control things. Look, if I say Maupe, go and do this 
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work, I will give you time to do that work. Assuming somebody 
who is handling an agency that is supposed to handle corruption 
and he is not doing it because of the President’s body language, 
that person is not competent. But I’m happy that Nigerians have 
confidence in the new ICPC and EFCC. Of course, there was a 
lady that was there. There were a lot of complaints. Some may be 
right, some may be wrong. But perception matters so much when 
you are handling matters of corruption. The confidence of the 
people must be there. I had to remove the lady, not necessarily 
that she is guilty of all the allegations but because I had seen that 
Nigerians no longer had confidence in her. So, whatever she does 
or does not do, people will feel something is wrong. I have no 
personal interactions with Lamorde. Go and ask. People come 
and say Lamorde is good. He worked with Ribadu, in fact, he was 
a strong man behind Ribadu. Bring Lamorde back and I brought 
Lamorde back. Lamorde investigated me while I was governor of 
Bayelsa state. You should know; you are journalists. So, if I am 
somebody who is afraid of myself and I want somebody I will be 
able to control, I will not bring Lamorde because he investigated 
me. If you are a governor in Nigeria, the petitions against you 
will fill a carton. But Nigerians have confidence in Lamorde and 
I also believe in him and he will do his job. So, people who are 
talking, let them watch out. You know, in most cases, we don’t give 
time. In prosecuting somebody with the kind of English laws we 
practise, how I wish we go to our native ways of settling disputes. 
You sit down with the traditional rulers or chiefs. You make your 
statement, the other party makes his statement and they just pass 
judgement. If it is to flog, they will just start flogging you, or strip 
you naked or any other punishment they give you. How I wish 
we go to that. But the English laws we practise, I’m not a lawyer 
but it is said that it is better for nine criminals to go free than 
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for one innocent person to be convicted. If you have 90 per cent 
proof, you need just 70 per cent to get A in an exam, but for you 
to convict a criminal, you need to score 90 per cent. How many 
people score 90 per cent in an exam today? So, the burden of 
these agencies we are complaining about everyday is enormous. 
If they go to court and their prosecution is not strong, what is 
that? It takes time to build a case. Allow them. Allow Lamorde 
to do his job. I have confidence in Lamorde. I have confidence 
in the Acting Chairman of the ICPC, Nta. Nta is somebody I 
know. I didn’t know Lamorde. Nta is somebody who left his job 
when he just graduated as a young lawyer because a wrong thing 
was done. I know him and that is why I even sent a letter to the 
Senate to make him substantive chairman of ICPC. 

Modibbo: Mr. President, you did say perception is everything.

President JonAthAn: I’m not saying it’s everything. I’m 
saying it is important. 

Modibbo: Sorry, Mr. President. You did say perception is 
important. In politics also. I’m curious: why has the President 
refused to publicly declare his assets as a way of showing 
leadership? 

President JonAthAn: The issue of asset declaration is a 
matter of principles. And I say it and I don’t give a damn about it 
even if you criticise me. When I was Vice President, that matter 
came up and I told the late President, it’s unfortunate he is late. 
I said, Look, let us not start something just because we play into 
the hands of some people and create an anomalous situation 
in the country.  The law is clear. As a public officer, you should 
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declare your assets. When you declare your assets, if there are 
issues, the relevant agencies have a basis to assess whether you 
have amassed wealth wrongly or not. When you insist people 
must begin to publish, it’s not only Mr. President or Vice 
President. It’s everybody including ministers. Maupe may marry 
a top business man who probably doesn’t want his assets to be 
declared. That means that if somebody wants to appoint her as 
minister, he cannot because the law says that if it is a woman, all 
the assets of the husband too will be declared because she can 
use the husband. If it is a husband, the assets of the wife must be 
declared too. I then said; let’s not play into their hands. You know 
the circumstances of Bayelsa State. I was investigated thoroughly 
even as a deputy governor. I was a governor for about one year 
then the issue of becoming a Vice President came up. I have 
nothing to hide. But because I was under somebody else and it 
was becoming an issue because of the media, that my boss then, 
the President had declared publicly, the Vice President had not, it 
was becoming an issue, so I declared. It was not because I wanted 
to. Initially, I said if Channels can talk about that from morning 
till night, AIT can talk about that from morning till night, all 
the social media can talk about it; it is a matter of principles, that 
it is not proper. If you go and amend the law and say only the 
President and the Vice President should declare publicly, fine; 
but presently, it is everybody who is holding a political office. 
Yes, you may start with the President. Yes, the Vice President but 
of course, it would go on. The Senate President, the Speaker, the 
deputies, all members of the National Assembly, all ministers, 
they will continue to clamour one after the other and say it’s not 
right. Those who made the law knew why they put the law that 
way. I could be investigated when I leave office. Now, there is 
immunity. Yes, a governor has immunity. Although some other 
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people holding high offices don’t have immunity by law, by virtue 
of their offices, they are respected. But when they leave office, 
they can be investigated. So, the issue of declaration, I used to 
ask, all the people who have left offices, investigations are going 
on. You don’t need to publicly declare. I think it is playing to 
the gallery. If I am somebody who wants to hide, it is what I 
even tell you that you would believe. That is a matter of principle 
and I said I am not going to declare. And if I’m going to declare 
publicly, then every political office holder in the country will 
declare publicly and it is not the right thing to do. That is my 
belief but you may have your own different opinion. But that’s 
my belief.

ogun: Some people believe drastic times call for drastic 
measures.

President JonAthAn: It’s not the President declaring his 
assets publicly that will stop Boko Haram. Sometimes people 
leave the issue and begin to play politics with less important 
things. It’s not the President declaring that will change our 
economy. We have challenges of security. We have challenges 
of power. We have challenges of us improving our economy. 
Luckily, we have a very good agriculture minister and we are 
working hard to revitalise agriculture. Because outside oil, in 
fact, agriculture, especially minerals, will even help us in terms 
of wealth creation in this country much more than oil. These are 
the areas people should be interested in. When they harassed me 
as Vice President, I published it. What did they do? Everybody 
kept quiet. I can even publish tomorrow. I have nothing to hide. 
But what I am saying is that, what is the difference between 
when I was Vice President and when I became President? How 
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many days? Today, we are talking of two years plus. But when I 
just moved from Vice President to President, it was short. What 
could I have acquired over such period? Okay, Jonathan has not 
publicly declared his assets so, we should play politics with it. 
They should continue to play the politics. 

Alegbe: Okay Sir. We are still talking on the issue of 
corruption. Beyond public declaration of assets which you 
consider a non-issue as far as you are concerned, our friend has a 
question related to fighting corruption generally. 

dicKson: Yes, it has got to do with the issue of the oil 
subsidy probe. There are basically two issues that I want your 
Excellency to react to. One of the issues is that when the House of 
Representatives came up with their own report, quite a number 
of the names that were indicted in the oil subsidy scam were 
known to be patrons of the ruling party, and those who are 
even in the business world, are also known to be patrons and 
some members of the ruling party have also been indicted. And 
the talk in the polity today is that these people are known faces 
within the ruling party and the President is vacillating on really 
giving the anti-corruption agencies the go-ahead to move against 
them. And when the issue of Lawan Farouk also happened, the 
Presidency was also linked with the sting operation by the SSS. I 
would want Your Excellency to react to these two issues. 

President JonAthAn: In the first place, PDP is the ruling 
party. The followership of the PDP is large. We have people in the 
PDP. I don’t even know the total number of the members of PDP 
or who and who is in PDP. But if you talk about patrons, PDP has 
a Board of Trustees and I don’t think anyone mentioned in that 
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report is a member of the PDP Board of Trustees. Those are the 
kinds of people we call patrons though we use Board of Trustees. 
Other than that, we don’t have so-called patrons. Maybe you are 
feeling that some businessmen may be around PDP governors or 
President or people who are in PDP, but we don’t have patrons. 
But let me tell you very clearly. The PDP government and the 
Presidency cannot vacillate in terms of the oil probe. Even before 
the House of Representatives started their probe, Senate was 
probing the oil subsidy. You know that. Conventionally, when 
one arm of the National Assembly is doing something, the other 
one is supposed to wait but well, the House of Representatives 
also started its own. But even before the Senate and House of 
Representatives started, the Federal Government set up panels 
looking into this. Even their terms of reference were published in 
the papers. One of them was headed by Ribadu. Ribadu is not a 
PDP member. Ribadu was the ACN Presidential Candidate. And 
he is somebody who headed EFCC and the whole world liked 
him. So, if I have anything to hide or the Ministry of Petroleum 
has anything to hide, we will not go and bring Ribadu to be in 
that committee. We feel that this country is dear to all of us. 
If errors are being committed somewhere, these errors must be 
looked into. In fact, immediately I became Acting President, even 
before I became Acting President, ask Aganga, when Aganga 
was the Minister of Finance, yes, Diezani was the Petroleum 
Minister. I asked Aganga to get an international audit firm to 
audit NNPC and audit all these major areas where we spend 
money because the feeling of Nigerians is that we don’t even 
know the quantity of crude oil we sell, how much is the money, 
so many insinuations wrongly or rightly. I said, Aganga, get an 
internationally-accepted audit firm to audit NNPC, to audit the 
Petroleum Technology Development Fund (PTDF) and other 



 June 24, 2012 115

agencies where huge sums of money are being spent because 
we need to know exactly how these monies are being spent. If 
I want to protect anybody, why should I? Is it before the Senate 
or House of Representatives? Even before the Senate, outside 
that audit report, of course, we discuss some of the names. Of 
course, that is the responsibility of a minister. I must give my 
ministers responsibility, not Mr. President that does everything. 
The ministers are the governors of their various departments. A 
minister has enormous powers. If we wanted to hide anything, 
will I bring Ribadu to head that committee? Ribadu contested 
against me. Ribadu is an anti-corruption giant as far as Nigeria 
is concerned. Those insinuations that ‘oh, the President is trying 
to hide people, the President is interested’ or the President’s body 
language, using my young daughter’s language, the President’s 
body language suggests this and that, what kind of body 
language? If I should send Ribadu to go and head a committee, 
then my body language should tell you that I don’t care of what 
will be the outcome. If I care, I will not. But when it comes to the 
House of Representatives report, you are talking about names. If 
you have mentioned the names, I will know what to say. But you 
said patrons of PDP. We don’t have patrons. You said members of 
PDP. Members of the PDP are supposed also to be businessmen. 
Some of them could be members of PDP but that does not mean 
what they do in their business has anything to do with the party. 
If they do what is wrong, we will not accept it. And when you say 
the Presidency is a part of the sting operation concerning Farouk 
Lawan, in fact, only yesterday, I read in Punch. They raised an 
issue that oh, they’ve discovered a letter that, Yes, Farouk is 
being investigated because they discovered a letter from the 
Presidency. I even asked my admin man go and bring that letter. 
The letter they are making reference to, I have to mention this 
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because otherwise, it will come up again. I, as a President, have 
no time to read papers too much... Yes, I read some. But my 
media unit, every morning, summarises the key issues that affect 
government, sometimes five pages, sometimes more so I have an 
idea. If it is a story that I need to go and read details, I pick that 
paper and read the details. There was this publication, I think 
in Leadership newspaper sometimes late April or early May, the 
members of the committee were complaining that people were 
coming to bribe them with loads of dollars. I said what? Loads 
of dollars? Normally, when I get that, I minute on it like ‘Acting 
IG, please, investigate this.’ I did that. If you are the President of 
a country and a committee set up by the House of the National 
Assembly is saying that people are bringing loads of dollars to 
bribe them, will you just sleep? You will investigate. A journalist 
that reported that wants the President to know; he wants the 
security services to know. And not just that, that is what I do 
every day. Only just yesterday, I directed the EFCC to go and 
investigate our bank accounts in the US because there was this 
story in one paper that the US authorities are looking into that 
because there was some money transferred and so on. I asked 
the minister and he gave me the story from the Ambassador. 
But that is not enough. I need a neutral person to go. During 
the ministerial briefing of the Minister of Information, you 
can ask him because you are journalists, somehow, I watched 
on television. A young man who came from the US raised an 
issue, that there is a document he wanted to pass on to the 
President about investments but one secretary, he used the word 
‘secretary’, I don’t know who is a secretary in my office, but that 
one secretary in the President’s office was asking for N5 million. 
And immediately, I called DG, SSS, and Minister of Information, 
please interview that man and investigate. Let us know who asked 
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such from him. That is how I operate. If I get that report and 
there is something that needs to be done on agriculture, I minute 
it to the Minister of Agriculture. If it is security, depending on if 
it’s internal security or external security, whether it will go to the 
NIA or SSS or Police, that is what I do. When I got that report, I 
minuted on it and somebody is flashing that in a newspaper and 
quoting the reference number and that that shows I was a party 
to it, no. And that matter happened almost a month plus, even 
before the Farouk and Femi deal. Femi is a businessman I know. 
And so many businessmen in the country help government in 
one way or the other. Dangote, and all of them. Most of the 
businessmen are members of our own Economic Management 
Team. We don’t pay them anything. They do it voluntarily. And 
government must encourage the private sector because we are 
talking about unemployment; we are talking about the growth 
of the economy. It is the private sector; so, it is not just President 
Jonathan. At least, I know of the civilian Presidents, from 
Obasanjo to Yar’Adua to Jonathan, the same businessmen, they 
come from time to time to discuss with the President. If I will 
want to do sting operation, why should I even use Femi? These 
are top business people. These are questions you can take up with 
the SSS but I don’t think I have a special reason to go and arrange 
with Femi to go and arrest Farouk. I think it is people who are 
just leaving the substance to pursue the shadows. The problem 
of this country is that people play politics with everything; and 
criticising Jonathan and his administration is big business. 

Modibbo: Mr. President, you just talked about these big-time 
businessmen. The relationship they’ve formed with government 
from the period of Obasanjo to yours, are they not too powerful?
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President JonAthAn: You see, this country, we don’t even give 
the level of protection we are supposed to give our businessmen. 
In other countries, I could remember when I was the governor of 
Bayelsa state, the chairman of Daewoo or so was to visit Bayelsa 
state. The Ambassador of South Korea came to Bayelsa State 
and I was surprised. Is it because of our oil here that we don’t 
think properly? Because we have oil and we can sell oil and make 
money? Some people have even stopped selling their oil and even 
going to exploit the oil from other countries. They are reserving 
their own. But here, everyday, we are thinking about selling 
our oil. It is the businessmen that bring money to government 
through taxation, importation. Other countries, if you see the 
way they protect their top businessmen, if top businessmen 
from Korea are coming to this country, go and see what their 
Embassy will be doing. Yes, even our businessmen travel to other 
countries abroad and our embassies don’t even know. The other 
ambassadors take it as if it is somebody like a President visiting. 
This is the way they encourage their businessmen. But here, I 
gave Dangote GCON, Jonathan was abused. Somebody even 
insinuated that the GCON is exclusive for the Vice President 
alone and Jonathan is giving Dangote, because Jonathan must 
be criticised. It makes it so ridiculous that I had to publish names 
of Nigerians that had gotten GCON then, people were quiet. 
Most of them have not impacted this country 50 per cent of 
what Dangote has done. If Dangote were to be from some other 
country, they will give him the highest national honour. But in 
Nigeria, GCON, they were abusing Jonathan. 

Alegbe: I think that brings us to the issue of economy 
which is again very critical to all that is happening whether it 
is security, whether it is corruption, everything revolves around 
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the economy. And power and supply of power is a critical issue. 
Where are we on power? There was a roadmap you launched 
sometime in 2009 in Lagos. Today, we are still neither here nor 
there with regards to power. Once in a while, we hear that it is 
gas supply, there is no bridge to link some point to the other, 
meanwhile, there is a roadmap. How are we with power sir?

President JonAthAn: Thank you. Probably, you didn’t listen 
to the ministerial briefing. For this interview, I wanted to take 
general things. Because of the anniversary, all the ministers gave 
detailed briefings about their various sectors and I didn’t want to 
make statements that the next time, they will say the minister said 
this, the President is saying this. For power, I will just plead with 
Nigerians; we have been without power up to this time. Most of 
our children were born under this condition. Give us some time. 
We are on course. Even in Brazil, one of our major engagements 
was to discuss with their number one power company and they 
are ready to invest their money. That is why the President of 
Brazil is also coming in November and they are willing, it is not 
Nigeria going to bank to borrow to pay contractor. No. They will 
bring their money to fund their businessmen. That is what other 
countries do. In China, for example, if countries go to China 
to get money, they will not give their money to you. You will 
award your contracts to a Chinese company, then they will give 
that Chinese company money to come and do the work. Then, 
of course, you pay over a period of time. They encourage their 
businesses. That is how the companies make money and they 
tax the profits of those companies. It is only here in Nigeria that 
we rubbish our businessmen. Even in Brazil, they are ready to 
come and we are still talking to different organisations. We don’t 
have enough money that we will say we will use our money for 
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everything. It’s just that the power problem we have, if you look 
at the power and road infrastructure, at the beginning of this 
government, most of our roads, to drive to Benin from Lagos 
was a problem, now, we are talking about Ibadan and Lagos. 
That place, we have legal issues. But by now, most of these roads 
are motorable. They may not be properly surfaced but they 
are motorable. Power infrastructure is one that the smallest 
component must be completed before your bulb will glow. If there 
is any tiny cable that will link to somewhere, if it is not done, the 
bulb will not glow. The NIPP that we started very well, a lot of 
turbines have been imported into the country. It started during 
Obasanjo’s administration. Yes, we have to install them. We need 
gas but most of the gas contracts were not awarded. And the 
pipelines pass through hundreds of kilometres from one point 
to the other. You must join one after the other manually. You 
can’t do it electronically, that you press a button and the whole 
thing runs. If you go to the Niger Delta area for instance, you 
will see where these people are working. They carry these pipes 
into the swamps one after the other and do the welding and so 
on. It takes time. Even as we are talking now, we still have some 
challenges to acquire some roads where some conductors and 
transmission lines will pass. These are the challenges we have. 
The appropriate tariffs to encourage private sector investments 
were not there. These are the challenges. We are keeping faith 
with the roadmap. In terms of timelines, probably what we 
think we will have in January may not be that January. It may be 
shifted to March or April. But give us some time. On the issue of 
gas, we are working on it. We have gas as a nation but these are 
things you don’t do overnight. The Federal Government doesn’t 
mine the gas. The gas belongs to the multinational companies. 
And they are investors. They are capitalists. They are not charity 
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organisations. Multi-national companies are owned by people 
who are not Nigerians. They invest their money. They are 
shareholders. They take decisions. You cannot just go and grab 
it. These things take time. We have almost gone through, God 
willing. During the campaign, that is one cardinal point. As at 
that time, we didn’t know that Boko Haram will overtake the 
priorities of government. But that was our own priority. We will 
still keep faith with that. Give us some time. Periodically, the 
Minister of Power will brief the country. But I don’t want to give 
you timelines, that ‘oh, in the next three months’. But what I will 
tell you is that everyday, we are improving and we will continue 
to improve until we stabilise power. 

Alegbe: That’s good to know sir. It appears Maupe, you have 
issues with tariffs. 

ogun: Yes, I do. Of course, tariff is a big question. June 1st this 
year, tariffs were supposed to be increased by the distribution 
companies and NERC has been on a campaign to tell Nigerian to 
buy into that plan. But a host of Nigerians have a question with 
that because it is like we are paying for electricity we do not have. 
I mean, it is still epileptic at best.

President JonAthAn: You see, the tariffs, it is like whenever 
something comes up. Somebody was telling me that somebody 
who came back from India, I think he is a Canon in the Anglican 
Church who is a medical doctor, he was giving us some talk 
about cancer and he was saying our country is a difficult one. 
That in India, if an Indian is working here now, maybe on his 
computer and they take light, that he will just take his candle 
and continue to work except the work has to do with power. But 
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that in Nigeria, if a Nigerian person is working and they take 
light, he will leave his work and start abusing government. In 
a part of Kaduna state, if they take light, they will start rioting 
and start vandalising things because they take light. We have 
problems. It is a way of life. You cannot say on the tariffs you 
are paying for what you don’t have. Before this time, were you 
not paying light bills except you are one of those who bypass 
your house because people were not paying? It’s not as if we 
were not paying. What is being done is to adjust to make the 
low-income people who just use power for lighting, for radio 
maybe for refrigerator and television to pay lower than what you 
were even paying before. But the commercial houses, industrial 
houses and major business outfits would pay a little more. In 
some countries I wouldn’t want to mention because they will 
say Mr. President mentioned this country, I know of a particular 
country where Nigerians go to too much for health. I never knew 
until one medical doctor told me about two weeks ago. What 
they do, probably they extend it to other people, that whatever 
they charged Nigerians, a percentage is used for helping their 
own country. So, what a Nigerian will pay $10,000 to treat, their 
citizens they charge them about $1,000 or $2,000. And that’s 
what they do. That’s private sector, not government. What we are 
doing in the tariff is to make sure that those who can afford pay, 
but those whose incomes are low, pay very little.  You are already 
paying. It’s not as if you have not been paying except you are 
cheating. Then, EFCC should investigate you. But the basic thing 
is that those who are low down should pay less than what they 
are even paying before but those who can afford pay higher so 
that you can encourage the private sector to come in. And until 
the private sector comes in, you will not get the power you are 
talking about. So, when they say let’s get the power first before we 
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pay, how will we get the power? 

ogun: Your Excellency, would it have been possible to put 
pre-paid meters in every home?

President JonAthAn: It is being used. The only thing is that 
it has not gone round. That is the beauty of privatisation we are 
talking about. But if we go the way we are going, if the meter 
is not pre-paid, like it used to happen in those days when we 
were in Port Harcourt, nobody will come and read your meter 
but they will bring bill. Some people just write any bill they feel. 
And it is government, so, the salaries of workers are being paid 
whether they work hard or not.  If you have a fault in your house 
and you call them, nobody will come because the man is sure of 
his salary. But if it is privatised, if you have a fault in your house, 
immediately you call, somebody will come and rectify that fault 
because if you don’t it will affect somebody’s gain, it will affect 
somebody’s income, it will affect somebody’s ability to pay salaries 
of his workers, so, it would be more efficient. That is the essence 
of it. But Nigerians are saying oh, let us get it. If we can generate 
light and give it out free and it will not affect us economically, I 
will give light free to Nigerians. But it is not possible because you 
are talking about a country of 167 million people. It’s not possible 
and we must make sure that light penetrates everywhere. People 
are talking about even internet penetration. You can’t even talk 
about internet penetration in this country when the light is not 
even there. And without internet penetrating at least 25 to 30 
per cent of this country, we are lost in the world. The world will 
leave us behind. We had lost out of the industrial revolution. We 
had lost out of the agricultural revolution. We are just coming to 
start again. Somebody is even saying if care is not taken, we will 



124 President exPlains

even lose out of the IT revolution. For you to talk about IT, yes, 
we can use solar for some of the rural areas, but for you to really 
have IT and internet penetration for the people, you must have 
power. So, you must all work hard, pay the little you have to pay, 
Maupe, and let us have power in this country. 

Alegbe: Modibbo, before I will bring you in, just to say to 
our viewers out there that we have some telephone numbers on 
which you can reach Mr. President: 09-6251100 and 09-6251000. 
If you can do that, that will be wonderful and Mr. President is 
here to take your questions. We will advise that you keep them 
short and sharp and raise issues that will benefit all Nigerians. 
If you are calling from outside the country, remember to include 
the code 234. So, we will wait for the questions to come in. We 
are still on the economy; I think Modibbo has an issue. 

Modibbo: Mr. President, we have celebrated the fact that the 
Nigerian economy is one of the best-growing economy in the 
world. But the scare is that this is growth really without jobs. You 
have a situation whereby 70 per cent of the Nigerian population 
now is under the age of 30. And what they need are education, 
skills and job. If they don’t have that, are you not scared about 
the effect of an alienated young population in the socio-political 
process of the country? And if you look at the population of 
people that have been arrested for Boko Haram, they are in their 
20s mainly which tells a serious problem that we are facing in 
this country.

President JonAthAn: Yes, that is what government knows 
and that is why we are working hard. We have a country of a very 
young population unlike the developed societies where luckily 
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for them, the women are no longer interested in procreation so 
they can have pets as children and their population may not 
be growing the way our own is growing.  Our own is growing 
astronomically and that is why government is very mindful 
when we are talking about power because first and foremost, 
you must stimulate the economic environment for growth to 
take place. In terms of the statistics, people say, “oh, you say our 
economy is growing at the rate of 6 point something or 7 point 
something and there are no jobs, people are still poor...” I’m not 
an economist per se but by virtue that I have the privilege to be 
here means I discuss issues bordering on all sectors involving the 
society. Economic growth doesn’t translate directly to increased 
employment. But for you to create jobs, your economy must 
grow. So, we first of all have to be happy and thank God that our 
economy is growing because when your economy is growing, it 
shows that there is a potential for investments. It makes people 
outside this country to know that the economy is growing, so, 
there is a demand for what you want to produce, let us go to 
that country to invest. Nobody carries his money to a country 
where their economy is not growing. When your economy is 
growing, then there is hope. People will come and invest and 
through their investments, you create jobs. That is in terms of the 
economic growth. Look at some of these countries; even if you 
look at their foreign reserves, trillions and billions of dollars and 
their economy is growing, you still have poor people. Sometimes 
you wonder why should a country have over $1 trillion in foreign 
reserves, economy is growing or hundreds of billions of dollars 
in foreign reserves, you would expect that everybody would be 
with silver spoon but it is not so. The growth of the economy 
helps to encourage investments. We are happy that our economy 
is growing. And we will continue to work hard for the economy 
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to grow especially in the area of agriculture, in the area of mines 
and solid minerals. These are the areas that will create jobs and 
we are working hard at them. In terms of job creation, because 
you did mention it, especially with the number of young people 
in Boko Haram, yes, that is a problem. And we have so many 
young people and some of them are not even educated. They 
have no skills. I come from the Niger Delta and you know about 
the Niger Delta militants. Sometimes, when as a governor, these 
boys come and I interact with them and listen to them, I feel 
sad. Apart from guns, they have no skills.  Some didn’t even go 
to primary schools and we say that will change. From Borno 
down to Bayelsa state, it must change. From Ibadan to Enugu, 
it must change. That is why we are coming up with different 
programmes at the basic education level. We’ve launched the 
Almajiri programme to target a particular population of children 
that pass through Islamic education without skills. They could 
be very good in reciting the Quran and religious issues but they 
have not acquired skills that will elevate them economically. 
Even their local governments don’t employ them. 

Alegbe: Mr. President, if you don’t mind sir, it does appear 
there is a caller on the line. Hello, can we hear you?.... Hello, are 
you there? I think we lost the call. Mr. President, please, go on.  

President JonAthAn: As I was saying, we are first and 
foremost to give these young people skills and for some parts 
of the North where we have the Almajiri programme, we have 
done that. We are working with the state governments to make 
sure that we give them the skills and some basic education. We 
are going to go across the whole country. We will call it different 
names based on the local languages to encourage these children 
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that have been dislocated socially may be because the parents 
cannot afford the basic education for government to help. Before 
you even create the opportunity, you must have little skills. You 
must communicate. Even if you take a factory to Kano State 
where you have one of the largest populations in this country, 
Kano and Lagos, for someone to come and work in the factory, 
the factory may be owned by a Chinese or Indian, they will speak 
English in the factory so you must communicate in English. You 
should be able to write your name and sign the papers. That is the 
first thing. In terms of job creation, we have short-term, medium-
term and long-term plans. The short-term plan, which is through 
SURE-P, we are planning to employ I think 270,000. That is 
small compared to the number of youths across the country, 
about 10,000 per state. The YOU-WIN Programme is designed 
to encourage young people to employ themselves. YOU-WIN is 
not for government to employ but we will give money to young 
people who have good proposals to set up businesses or on-going 
businesses to expand them. Probably one young person will be 
able to employ 5 to 10 persons. Some are even employing up to 
30. It has a multiplier effect and of course, we are also growing 
our future entrepreneurs. Dangote didn’t just come up overnight 
to become the biggest private sector player in Africa. He started 
small. Some of our YOU-WIN youths, probably in the next 20, 
30 or 50 years, will become the Dangotes and the Otedolas of 
today in their own period. And also, we know that one area that 
can really help in terms of employment generation and wealth 
creation in Nigeria is agriculture especially in the North where 
you have vast lands. And the agriculture minister, you need to go 
and talk to him, he will tell you the programmes we have there. 
We are revolutionalising agriculture in this country. It would 
create so many jobs and people are cueing in. People come to me 
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and thank me especially with our policy on rice. In fact, this time 
around, we are giving out cotton seeds free to the Northerners 
that plant cotton. It is the improved varieties because the farmers 
themselves, some of them may not have the money to go and buy. 
Even if they have the money, they don’t know where to go and 
buy. The minister of agriculture is giving the cotton farmers in 
the North free improved seeds and we are going to do that for all 
the commodities. By the time we continue, in the next two years, 
with the way we are going in agriculture, most of the areas where 
you see extreme poverty, will begin to show something different. 
If we get power to these rural communities, if we get water to 
these rural communities, give them improved seeds, in fact, 
you were talking about corruption, one area we have wiped out 
corruption is this procurement of fertilizers and tractors. That 
used to be a big business. Fertilizers that nobody gets yet billions 
are spent every year in procurement of fertilizers and tractors 
and you don’t see them. We’ve been able to clear that through 
the agriculture minister and that is what we also wanted to do 
in the Petroleum Industry but politicians came in and people 
were misinformed but one day, we will get out of it. In fact, if 
you listened to the discussions in Rio, one of the things people 
clamoured for is that the subsidy, people weren’t talking about 
Nigeria; they were talking about the whole world. It’s not only 
Nigeria that subsidises petroleum. That the subsidy for fossil fuel 
and hydrocarbons must stop globally if we must move. This is 
not the forum for that, they will say I’m defending something 
and Channels will take me on. 

Alegbe: Thank you Mr. President. It appears the caller is 
back. Hello Mr. Caller. Can we hear you?
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Caller: Hello.

Alegbe: I hope we have not lost it again. You try it again. The 
numbers once more are 09-6251100 and 09-6251000. You can try 
and reach us. Mr. President is here to field your questions. While 
we are waiting for other calls to come in, I think there are still 
other issues to raise with regards to the economy. 

dicKson: His Excellency spoke about the Lagos-Ibadan 
Expressway. I remember there was a time the President met 
with governors from the South West zone of the country on the 
challenges of that road. We want to ask from the President: what 
exactly is the problem with the Lagos-Ibadan Expressway?

President JonAthAn: You know, Edwards, as the Editor of 
Tribune, you know the problem of that road. Yes, there was a 
contractual arrangement between the government and a private 
sector operator. The owner of the company is my friend, just 
like they said Femi is my friend. So many businessmen are my 
friends but there are legal issues there. Because government 
has already entered contractual obligations with the person, 
government cannot just take over the road. Because he has 
already made some arrangements, he has spent some money. 
But for three years now, I was in government as Vice President 
when the transactions were done. I cannot claim ignorance of it. 
We are trying to sort out things either he will move or probably 
we have to resolve it for government to take over. But we have 
to do it properly because if the Attorney General tells you the 
volume of judgement debts, I think we owe over N100 billion 
judgement debts. It’s very embarrassing because of government 
rushing into certain things. Yes, as a President, I can take over 
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that road, nobody will stop us. Nobody can stop me if I want 
to. But the courts will have a date with the government. Even if 
I leave office, somebody someday will go and get judgment and 
they will charge Nigeria hundreds of billions. You don’t do that. 

Alegbe: So, how do you intend to get around that sir?

President Jonathan: That’s what I said; we are negotiating. 
Either he starts it and works because Nigerians are suffering on 
that road. The owner of the company is a well-known person. 
He’s been helping us even in stabilising universities. He’s been 
very helpful. He is not somebody that just came from the blues. 
He has been a businessman, a successful businessman. He may 
have challenges, he may not have challenges. There may be issues 
and there may not be issues. But the most important thing is that 
we are negotiating and we will soon do something. 

Modibbo: What is the problem with the national railway 
system?

President JonAthAn: We are on the railway. We are 
progressing very well on the railways. You should commend 
us because the railway was almost gone. You should commend 
us. And really, we are even talking to groups, people that have 
money to invest because without railways, no matter how we 
build our roads, they will not last long. Of course, the kind of 
trucks and the weight of trucks that pass on our roads, carrying 
iron rods, carrying cements and other heavy things, you should 
commend us on the railways. 

Modibbo: I’m just wondering about the timelines, Mr. 
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President.

President JonAthAn: The railway is just like when I was 
talking about pipelines. You must lay the rails. It is faster to build 
a road than to construct a rail line. 

Modibbo: I was just imagining also the multiplier effect in 
terms of creating jobs, economic activities and so on. 

President JonAthAn: We are working. You may not know. 
We are working on the railways.

Alegbe: So, progress is being made? 

President JonAthAn: There is significant progress on the 
railways.

Alegbe: There was a time some of us got a bit scared when we 
were told that, I think the word used was insolvency about the 
Nigerian economy. We are okay, are we? 

President JonAthAn: Somebody asked me whether Nigeria 
is broke. Luckily, the Coordinating Minister of the Economy and 
the Minister of Finance has explained that. No, it is not possible. 
A country with over $30 billion, yes, it is small compared to the 
size of Nigeria and what some other countries have, $50 billion, 
$100 billion and so on, but with about $34 billion foreign reserves, 
we cannot be broke. If we are broke, all these people clamouring 
to come and invest here, you will not see them. Someone spoke 
earlier about the President’s body language. These are indices to 
use to go to a country and invest. Your foreign reserves, your 
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GDP, and all these things are very positive in Nigeria. If Nigeria 
is broke, the Chinese will run away. The Indians will run away 
and go to other countries. So, when people are coming with $2 
billion or $5 billion, it is because they know that the country is 
growing. These things, we cannot reap the gains overnight. But 
the finance minister has explained, using the proper technical 
descriptions, so, I wouldn’t want to dilute what she told Nigerians 
but I can assure you we have no problems on that. Yes, the fear is 
that if the oil prices continue to drop and it gets to some level, we 
will no longer increase our foreign reserves because we will be 
using our reserves to beef up. But let us watch out. We projected 
$70 and when the budget to the National Assembly, they added 
$2 to it which is okay which is not too significant, so until we get 
that! Even then, when we came in 2007, there was a time when 
oil price dropped below $50. Nigeria did not collapse, so Nigeria 
will not collapse. 

dicKson: How heavy is Nigeria’s debt burden in terms of 
external debt and domestic debts?

Alegbe: Please, before you answer that sir, maybe we hear 
from this caller sir. Hello, are you there?

cAller: Hello. Good evening. I am Oghenetegha Odeh 
calling from Delta state. 

Alegbe: What’s your question Oghenetegha... It’s like we lost 
the caller. We are very sorry about that again. 

President JonAthAn: In terms of the debt burden, I may 
not be able to give wrong figures that people will cite it because 
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anything mentioned by Mr. President, people believe it and 
suppose it to be very authoritative. I wouldn’t give you figures 
but the finance people can give you figures. The areas we have 
problems are our domestic debts, not the foreign debts. Foreign 
debts globally are calculated in terms of debt burden to GDP 
ratio which, for Nigeria, is still positive. So, we can still take 
some of the soft loans, not the excruciating ones because we are 
managing our economy professionally. One thing I can assure 
Nigerians is that we are managing our economy professionally. 
And though if you are a Nigerian, you could be rubbished, 
nobody rates you but the Minister of Finance is somebody that 
has a reputation all over the world. I know what my colleagues 
used to talk about her especially when she was to be nominated 
for the World Bank presidency then. Globally, she has a name. 
She still had two years to be in the World Bank but we had to 
plead with her to come. So, it’s not as if it’s Jonathan that is 
managing the Nigerian Economy. No. Yes, I’m the President but 
every sector of our economy, if you look at the way we place our 
ministers, I’m not saying everywhere is okay, but the economy is 
being properly managed and Nigerians have no fear. 

Alegbe: That’s very reassuring Mr. President. Maupe, you 
still have issues you want to raise as regards the economy? 

ogun: No; that was sufficiently addressed by Mr. President. 

Alegbe: Okay. Perhaps this time sir, we move to politics. And 
there have been many occasions where you came out to say I’m 
a politician. So, 2015 is an issue although you had also said that 
you know you shouldn’t be distracted with all of that talk. Should 
we still hold on to that or you still want to make some comments 
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with regards to 2015? 

President JonAthAn: Thank you. The Nigerian political 
environment is unnecessarily being heated up. So, when you ask 
me of 2015, a number of people have asked me this question even 
privately and I said no. It is not proper for any President under the 
circumstances we are going through in this country to make a 
pronouncement about 2015. Whether you go to the left or you go 
to the right, there are issues. If I say what people want to hear, oh, 
Jonathan has said he is not contesting in 2015, fine, everywhere, 
people will leave key issues and be playing politics. Now, people 
are even calm because people are not too sure whether I will 
contest or not... we have just spent one year, so allow government 
to run. Let us face the challenges of development. If I say I’m not 
going to run, politics every day. If I say I’m running, the heat will 
even be more. So, allow us first to use two years plus and see what 
we can do in terms of wealth creation, providing infrastructure 
especially security issues. We will talk about the politics later. In 
fact, in one of the PDP national executive meetings, I said that 
look, people should wait. It is too early to talk about 2015. It is 
too early. In fact, when I became Vice President, I was pursuing 
Governorship for Bayelsa State. By the time I came to Abuja for 
the National Convention in December 2006, I had gotten a PDP 
ticket to run as governor of Bayelsa state but six months later, 
I was the Vice President of this country. I know what happens 
in some countries, here in this country, we are even lucky that 
based on INEC laws, no political party will go out to campaign 
openly until INEC gives you the time frame to do that. My 
sister country, Ghana, people were campaigning because their 
own is open. From Day One, people can start campaigning. 
And the distraction to government is so much. But if others are 
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campaigning, people will say we too will start campaigning. 
For four years, you will be campaigning. Let us leave that issue. 
When INEC opens the gate, we will know those who want to 
contest and those who do not want to. 

Modibbo: Seriously, Mr. President, some of the people who 
speculate about your ambition, some say on the one hand, that 
you have given your words you will only run one term; others 
say, I remember there was an interview that one of your great 
supporters, the Minister, Orubebe, gave to Vanguard recently. 
He said you did not make any commitment about 2015. 

President JonAthAn: You see, you don’t have to! Don’t drag 
me to making statements that tomorrow, the media will interpret 
left, right and centre. 

Modibbo: Chief Clark, one of your great supporters, also said 
you are running in 2015 definitely. Nigerians are interested in 
this issue, very much so. 

President JonAthAn: I’m telling you that it is too early for 
Nigerians to be interested in whether Jonathan will run or not. 
If people make statements, I cannot control their lips. The issue 
is between me and Nigeria. It is not Mr. A or Mr. B and Nigeria.  
The issue you are making reference to, when I came up with 
the concept of single tenure of seven years, people were worried 
whether I wanted to serve for four years, then go back to serve 
a second tenure of seven years and I said no. That has nothing 
to do with me. But it became something so big and I stopped it. 
If I have to discuss further, people will begin to interpret and 
say body language. I don’t know how you communicate that. 
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Body language could be wrong, it could be right. Even from the 
mouth, people say things and probably they don’t mean it or 
if they mean it, they cannot do it. So, don’t be carried away by 
body language. I don’t think people who really talk about body 
language really come close to me. 

Alegbe: Since it is difficult to read the President’s body 
language with regards to 2015, let’s go to some other issues. Your 
relationship with the National Assembly sir; how is it? Is it cordial? 
Because I hear that they have passed some motion saying they 
want to invite you to the National Assembly although they said 
it would be an executive session and all that. Considering some 
of the developments in the country, is the relationship smooth 
and cordial bearing in mind that the PDP is in the majority in 
both houses?

President JonAthAn: The National Assembly is made up of 
two arms. And the National Assembly of Nigeria is one of the 
largest in the world. Of course, our population is also large, so 
the representation is quite enormous. If you look at it, I have a 
very good relationship with the National Assembly. It is not as 
if there are no issues. In parliaments all over the world, there 
must be issues, no doubt about that, especially in a Presidential 
system. If you read about the Presidential system in America, 
everywhere, in fact, we borrowed our own from America, if 
you read from the beginning, the devolution of the Presidential 
system, the separation of power and so on, there are always 
issues. Nigeria is not different. There will be issues. My appearing 
in the National Assembly is not even an issue. In most countries 
when the President wants to address the country, he goes to the 
National Assembly to address them. But here, it is almost limited 



 June 24, 2012 137

to during budget presentation. I’m even trying to see if I can do 
outside the budget, annual address. In some countries, it’s even 
more than two times a year. Presidents go to address the country 
though the National Assembly. Here, I do my broadcasts in the 
State House. But in some countries, any major issue, you address 
the National Assembly because they represent the people even 
though it is a live broadcast anyway because everybody listens. 
My going to the National Assembly is not an issue though I’ve not 
seen the resolution actually. My going to the National Assembly 
or not going to the National Assembly is not an issue at all 
because President or Prime Ministers from time to time address 
their National Assembly. So, it’s not an issue. But of course, 
there are some issues. Was it Edward or Modibbo that asked me 
about the fuel subsidy thing and whether I was a party to the 
sting operation, definitely, it is not an issue. We are working. We 
will continue to work. We relate with the National Assembly. 
Whenever I’m travelling, I travel with at least two members of 
the National Assembly. When the Vice President is travelling, 
he travels with at least two members of the National Assembly. 
Sometimes, they even travel with us in the same aircraft. So, we 
relate. The National Assembly is made up of people of different 
age brackets, different backgrounds and most especially, different 
political parties. The opposition, the strength of the opposition, 
is in the National Assembly. The opposition cannot go to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and oppose bills. It is in the National 
Assembly where opposition shows their relevance. And that 
is why, especially in terms of parliamentary system, and even 
in Presidential system, if you want to sleep well and you don’t 
have the majority, you go into an alliance with some other party 
so the opposition will allow you to sleep. Otherwise, the noise 
they will make in the National Assembly, all over the world, it’s 
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not just in Nigeria. So, it is in the National Assembly that the 
opposition really shows their relevance. They cannot go to the 
Ministry of Education; they will have nothing to do there. In the 
Presidential system of government, the Minister of Education is 
not a member of the parliament. She will be doing her work. If 
she is invited 200 times and she appears 200 times, you cannot 
even stop her from working. It’s only the courts that can stop 
her from working. But to obey the parliament, if you invite the 
Minister of Agriculture 1,000 times, he will come and see you 
the 1, 000 times. But you can’t stop him from doing his work.  
He will do his work the way we have agreed he must do his work 
because that is purely executive responsibility but the opposition 
must make their relevance known in the parliament. You should 
expect to hear noise in the parliament. Searing noise in the 
parliament does not mean that Mr. President and the parliament 
are fighting. No; we are not fighting. We are all elected for one 
common thing. And that is to make sure that as a nation, Nigeria 
develops. But opposition must be relevant. You must hear them. 

ogun: Sir, in this case, well, about the state of the nation 
address, they claim there is a bill that they have passed in both 
houses that is waiting for your assent to make into law and give 
you room to be able to address Nigerians through the National 
Assembly. 

President JonAthAn: I’m not sure I’ve received the bill. No. 
I will find out. But you don’t even need a bill. If they make a law, 
fine. Maybe the purpose of the law is to make it part and parcel 
of our democracy. I may want to do it without a law. Another 
President may be hesitant. So, if there is a law, you are compelled 
to follow. I want to do it. We have even discussed it. I want to do 
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it probably this year. I will address them with or without the law. 
My next major address, and I will do that before the end of the 
year, I will address Nigerians through the National Assembly. 
Outside the budget, I want to address Nigerians. Even during the 
first one year, the Democracy Day speech, we debated. It was just 
that by the time we concluded, it was too late to get the National 
Assembly involved, otherwise, I wanted to address the nation 
through the National Assembly. So, a President addressing the 
citizens of the country though the parliament is normal. You 
don’t need any force. It is normal. It is what everybody loves to 
do. So, it is not an issue at all. It’s not. 

ogun: Are you attributing the noise that your non-appearing 
in the National Assembly presents to the opposition or you are 
also aware that there are members of your party who do not 
agree with you in the National Assembly?

President JonAthAn: Well, the practice of democracy varies 
from country to country. In some countries, if you belong 
to a political party, you are not expected to oppose bills that 
the Prime Minister or the President brings. You will discuss 
that in-house. But if you are unable to change it, immediately 
it comes to parliament, you are obliged to. And that is why in 
parliamentary system, they struggle to get two-thirds. If you 
don’t get two-thirds, you go into alliance with another party and 
immediately you get two-thirds, you ignore the opposition. At 
the end of the day, they will talk and talk but you vote and you 
win and you pass your bills and go. But in Nigeria, there is some 
variation that even some members of the ruling party make 
statements sometimes that are perceived to be not in line with the 
position of the President in terms of bills and so on. Probably as 



140 President exPlains

a party, we are not doing our homework very well. Probably, we 
are supposed to, in-house, first of all agree on these things before 
they go to the National Assembly. But if they don’t know, and 
they are not privy to it, there is always the tendency. Of course, 
they are adults. They are representing people. We may need to 
adjust our approach. But what happens here is whether PDP or 
not PDP, they make their contributions, it could be positive and 
it could be negative. But in some democracies, if you belong to 
the ruling party, in fact, not too long ago, one senator opposed 
something sent by the President of America, it was a big story. But 
here, it is not a story. But I think we need to adjust. I am a leader 
of PDP by convention, not by law. But I think we need to. By the 
time we adjust and probably bring them in into some of these 
key decisions before it gets to the parliament, then, members of 
the party are not expected traditionally in parliament to oppose 
my own bills. 

Modibbo: Mr. President, we are still talking politics and I just 
wonder that on the basis of the performance of the last one year, 
do you think Nigerians should continue to trust you in your 
providing the leadership that they expected on the basis of your 
election in 2011? 

President JonAthAn: Yes, I think so. You see, there is a 
lot. That is the beauty of IT and also the negative aspect of IT 
because of information technology today, if I don’t like you, it’s 
not just Jonathan that doesn’t like you but Jonathan can duplicate 
himself in 1,000 times through IT, through BB, through all 
kinds of things and by the time all these things hit you, you will 
think the whole world is after your neck. But it is just Jonathan 
that did that. And those who read these things will begin to 
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look at things differently because perception matters so much. 
Why should this man be saying this? And this man saying this? 
They don’t know it is coming from one source. I cannot defend 
myself. We are doing our best. I promised Nigerians that I will 
not disappoint them. I stand by that and one year is very little. 
And if you look at it, when we were to do the elections, when I 
was a sitting President though I didn’t contest as President then, 
I came as Vice President and because of the circumstances of the 
period, took over, what were Nigerians clamouring for? You are a 
journalist, Edward. I think you will help me out in this direction. 
Nigerians were even saying if the President can just make sure 
that the elections are free and fair, if he can just give us free and 
fair elections, I told Nigerians you will get free and fair elections. 
As a sitting President, I was also contesting. And I campaigned 
and said nobody should rig elections for me and that my election 
is not worth the blood of any Nigerian no matter how small that 
person thinks he is. Don’t go and injure yourself because you 
want Jonathan to win elections and nobody should rig elections 
for me. People came and said Mr. President, you want to fail in 
this election. I said no, if I fail, I will fail with honour. Let it be 
that a sitting President in Africa can fail elections; that people 
don’t want him and I will go but that I will still write my name 
in history. And what happened? PDP, my party, lost some states. 
You know we lost Imo and Nasarawa states. We lost some seats 
in the parliament. That is the cost of doing things rightly. You 
see, governance in a country where a number of things are not 
properly placed, is not something you use a magic wand to 
change. If I have the power, just like some people will blow air 
and people will fall... I would, but it takes time. It takes a gestation 
period. And when you are passing through that gestation period, 
people will complain. Naturally, we don’t have the patience. 
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When somebody is hungry, he is hungry. He wants food. It is not 
easy. And I tell people around me, even before I took the oath of 
office, I told people that are close to me that in 2012, you people 
should close your ears, the kind of abuses that people will abuse 
you, some of you will not go to the market. But that by 2013, 
people will begin to see the results. And some of the people who 
would be abusing us would turn around. I said that as governor 
of Bayelsa State, Bayelsa State is like a test tube. Nigeria is like a 
forest. When I took over as governor of Bayelsa State in December 
2005, up to March 2006, people were abusing me, because people 
expected, especially when the state passed through some tension 
and I took over, people were expecting change the next day. Of 
course, we had some money but I said I must plan. I cannot just 
start spending money anyhow. We planned and by the time we 
started effectively from March and before we got to May/June, 
the story changed and people were very happy. Somehow, it 
was close to elections and political parties said, Look, if you are 
contesting, we are not presenting any gubernatorial candidate. 
And actually, there was no other candidate in Bayelsa State until 
the issue of my contesting the Vice Presidential election came up 
and then, so, many political parties now brought out candidates. 
But I was abused for almost three months. But that was Bayelsa 
State, a test tube. I say Nigeria is like a forest. I will give myself 
12 full months for abuse. They’ve not even abused me enough. 
They will abuse me more. But definitely, you will see what will 
happen. People will begin to change as we progress now. We 
have finished one year. 

Alegbe: So we should expect progress?

President JonAthAn: Definitely!
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Alegbe: After this season of abuse? 

President JonAthAn: Of course, things are going on now. 
And things will begin to change. 

Alegbe: Dare is calling from Kaduna and I hope that this time 
around, we can have you. Dare, how are you today? (Pauses) Hello? 
Or do we still have issues with the telephones? If it’s not working, 
let us get on with the discussions. We also fielded some questions 
from the internet. Premium Times sent some questions like the 
one on the roads, the Lagos-Ibadan Expressway and so many 
others. But we are still going on with issues about the Rule of Law 
sir. There was the University of Lagos issue and the thinking was: 
shouldn’t the name change have gone to the National Assembly 
first before it was announced. Did Mr. President take his team 
into confidence?  Did he look at the law properly before he made 
that Democracy Day Speech? And against that background also, 
the Rule of Law issues. They also bring up the issue of Justice Ayo 
Salami and what the position of government is with regards to 
that. I’m lumping the two together sir so that you can take them 
on. 

President JonAthAn: On the Justice Ayo Salami matter, I 
will be a bit careful because the matter is in court. But in both 
cases starting from the University of Lagos, yes, changing the 
name of University of Lagos to Moshood Abiola University of 
Lagos for the students and those who have their certificates 
from the university may have different perspective. Some 
people are fanatical about names. Names are important. Some 
people don’t even know that some of the topmost universities 
in the world, Harvard and so on, are named after people. But 
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for now, we are changing. After another 50 years, people will 
not remember Unilag. They will talk about the position of the 
university globally, that university, one of the top universities in 
Nigeria, one of the top universities in Africa, that becomes the 
issue, not the name. So, on the name, people may have different 
perspectives. And people are free to think that way. People may 
like it or they may not like it. After all, when the issue of June 
12 came up, even University of Lagos students were among the 
people that demonstrated and the same University of Lagos is 
saying Abiola shouldn’t be associated with the University of 
Lagos in terms of naming. Probably they have sympathies for 
Abiola, yes, but most of the students don’t know who Abiola 
was. They were about five years to 10 years then when the matter 
happened, they were very small children.  They really didn’t know 
the role Abiola played in terms of our democracy. But in terms of 
following the rule of law, what we did is normally what happens. 
You don’t send a name to parliament to approve. Changing 
the name of a university is not as important as establishing a 
university. Even for you to establish a university, you first of 
all establish the university before you send the draft bill to the 
parliament. Do you know that the University of Uyo, I signed the 
bill establishing the University into law I think in 2009 or 2010? 
University of Uyo is already awarding PhD. It is when you make 
the pronouncement you then send to the National Assembly. If 
the National Assembly says no, then, the name will not hold. 
You can’t force it on them. That is their job. There must be a law. 
The name of University of Lagos is in the Law establishing it. 
So, if the change is not accepted by the National Assembly and 
they turn it down, then it reverts to the status quo. It’s just like 
declaring a State of Emergency. The President declares a State 
of Emergency then sends it to the National Assembly. The law 
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says if they are sitting, within six days, they will accept it or say 
they are not accepting it. If they are on recess, it is under 10 days 
because they are expected to come back. Within 10 days, they 
must say either Yes or No. But you must declare before you send. 
There is no law that says you must first of all do this. Some people 
even say you must consult with the Senate of the University. I am 
the Visitor. What we did was according to law. Yes, I may have 
done it according to law, people may like it, people may not like 
it, but in terms of procedure, that is the normal procedure. We 
don’t first of all send a bill to the National Assembly before you 
change the name of the university. 

Alegbe: Are we getting a call again?

cAller: Hello.

Alegbe: Hello

cAller: This is Victor from Makurdi.

Alegbe: Victor, you say?

Victor: Yes. I just want to ask Mr. President some questions 
or give some contributions. 

Alegbe: Okay. Please, make them very brief. 

Victor: According to the YOU-WIN programme, I will say 
it is a good development for Nigerians. But I believe in Nigeria, 
connection is what is killing everybody. If you are not connected, 
you don’t get things done. We have to get a means of getting these 
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things to the poor. I’m suggesting that if Mr. President can bring 
us another YOU-WIN so that these things can get to graduates 
that need them, not to people that are well-to-do before, not 
people that have money.

Alegbe: Thank you very much for calling in from Makurdi. I 
hoped I understood what you were trying to ask!

Modibbo: It was on the YOU-WIN programme. He was 
saying it is only people who are connected who are getting the 
opportunities. 

President JonAthAn: What is the name of the young man?

Alegbe: Victor. 

President JonAthAn: Victor, thank you for your 
contribution. We’ve been trying to get people like you to make 
their contribution because it is good that the whole Nigerians 
are listening to you just like they are listening to Mr. President 
today. You are also a President today. You raised the issue of 
YOU-WIN and you raised the issue of connection; that you have 
to be somebody who is connected to somebody who is connected 
to somebody to get things done. And I say that is one thing that 
the current administration wants to discourage. The feeling 
that for you to get anything done in Nigeria, you have to know 
somebody who knows somebody who will talk to somebody 
must be deemphasised. The YOU-WIN programme was open. 
It was also advertised and people applied and submitted their 
business plans. And a neutral body was selected. YOU-WIN is 
targeted at the smaller population. A neutral body was selected 
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to look at the business plans and proposals of those people and 
see the ones that are viable. You know, it is like mentoring in 
business. That is why venture capital is always difficult because 
whoever got it hardly gets five per cent success. But in terms 
of the YOU-WIN, we wanted a bigger success. Government 
is giving money for somebody to either expand an existing 
business or set up a new business. And the money is a grant. 
It is not a loan that you will pay back. And the idea is to create 
entrepreneurs that will use that money to do what they want to 
do so that they will employ other young Nigerians. And that 
is why the neutral body was used for the selection. Even if you 
don’t benefit in this first round, don’t be discouraged because we 
will continue that way. We are not saying all of them will succeed 
but we want the success rate of YOU-WIN to be more than 70 
per cent because some of them are already doing businesses. 
It is not about somebody who knows somebody. The issue of 
employment, you talk about community service, we are targeting 
at reaching 10,000 per state, and 270,000 in the first round. It is 
not meant for who knows who. And somebody like me, when I 
was governor of Bayelsa, I started sending primary school pupils 
to elitist secondary schools. I realised that my people were poor. 
Even though Bayelsa is an oil-producing state, there was no 
rich man from the state. So, apart from our poor rural schools, 
our young pupils couldn’t attend these top schools, American 
International School, Turkish Schools and all these big schools 
in Lagos and so on. I said, “No, government will assist them.” 
Go to the rural areas, get those who get the first positions from 
the smaller schools, first and second positions in Primary Six in 
the primary schools, get them, select from among them, do a test 
and pick them. Somehow, I left but sent the first 100. I brought 
people from Shell and others who assisted in the selection. Well, 
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I was not directly involved and it is very successful. I believe that 
for us to grow, because of my background, I come from a very 
poor background, if it is somebody knowing somebody is what 
will help you in life, I couldn’t have been here. I want to make 
sure ordinary Nigerians like me could have the opportunity 
to be here one day without godfathers and we will continue to 
work hard. Continue to encourage us. Whenever you have the 
opportunity to air your views just like today, please do so. If 
I’m doing something wrong somewhere, I will stop it. But the 
YOU-WIN programme, there is nothing wrong. Continue, you 
will get it if your business plan is good. 

Alegbe: Thank you Mr. President. We are trying to round 
off. We can’t take the call but we would ask one or two other 
questions. I think Modibbo has one. 

Modibbo: I’m curious about the theft of oil sir. 200,000 barrels 
per day are being stolen from Nigeria. That is the equivalent of 
the production of Ghana per day. What is being done to stem it? 
Who are these people that are stealing so much oil from Nigeria? 

President JonAthAn: I’m angrier than anybody else because 
the stealing of crude oil appears to be a Nigerian phenomenon. 
It doesn’t happen elsewhere. These things happen, maybe like a 
cancerous cell. A cancerous cell starts developing somewhere 
in your body, either in your prostate region or in your breast 
for women or cervix and people don’t notice it early or probably 
when they notice it, they think it is ordinary lump and before you 
know it, it gets to the point where they cannot control it again. 
It enters the organs and the person dies. The issue of crude oil 
stealing started gradually and people played with it, now it’s like 
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cancer. Some ships come to take our crude oil. We’ve held serious 
meetings; ourselves, the security services, with the private sector, 
Shell, Agip, all the other key oil companies and so on. We’ve been 
holding meetings together. We will stop it. But it is like allowing 
a cancerous cell to develop to a major tumour that even spreads 
into critical organs before you start curing it. You need stronger 
efforts, you have more to spend more money, you have to spend 
more days in the hospital. That is where we are. We are on it. We 
will crush it. We must stop it because there is nowhere in the 
world where they are stealing crude oil the way they are stealing 
it in Nigeria. We must stop it. The bunkering I knew then when I 
was in the customs in Port Harcourt was when ships come, there 
are companies that are legalised to go and sell them diesel and 
water. They call it bunkering. They get licence either from the 
DPR or NIMASA or so. But here, somebody goes there to open 
a pipe and steals crude oil and they call it bunkering. I don’t 
know whether technically, that is bunkering. Anyway, to me, I 
call it crude oil stealing. Bunkering is a legal business but it is the 
illegal bunkerers who steal, sell these diesel and other products 
to the ships without licence. They were then illegal bunkerers. 
They were not stealing crude oil. Those who go and steal crude 
oil are  not bunkerers, they are thieves and they are common 
criminals and they would be dealt with. 

Alegbe: And they would be dealt with, Mr. President.

President JonAthAn: Definitely!

Alegbe: I wish we had more time. We’ve spent almost two 
hours already. We wish to say a big thank you, Sir, for your time 
and for shedding much light on a lot of issues, a lot of challenges 
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that the government is facing. And we are also leaving here on 
a promise of hope that there are greater things for Nigeria, that 
Nigerians should be hopeful it would be a lot better after now. 
Thank you for your exposition on the security issues, thank you 
for your exposition on the economy, on employment generation, 
on agriculture, on dealing with oil thieves and all those other 
issues. We thank you very much. And we also say a big thank you 
to our friend, Modibbo for the very exciting questions. Maupe, 
thank you for the body language, and of course, Dickson, thank 
you for also coming.  Mr. President, we are very grateful for your 
time. 

President JonAthAn: Alegbe, thank you, Edward, thank 
you, Modibbo and the young lady, Maupe, how’s Channels?

ogun: Fine, thank you sir. 

Alegbe: So, that’s about it. We would come your way again 
some other time. Have a great day. Thank you.
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AbubAKAr: Good evening and welcome to this edition of 
Presidential Media Chat this year. Within 2012, Mr. President 
graciously made himself available on two different editions 
of the media first, first in January and then in June and this 
third edition this evening, November 18, 2012. After receiving 
an overwhelming pan-Nigerian mandate from 32.4 million 
Nigerians in April 2011 Presidential Elections, Dr. Goodluck 
Ebele Jonathan, President and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Nigerian Armed Forces, rarely does not need any introduction. 
All we will say is welcome sir to this edition of Presidential Media 
Chat. 

President JonAthAn: Thank you. 

AbubAKAr:  My name is Muhammadu Kudu Abubakar, NTA. 
My colleagues are from the right, Ikeddy Isiguzo, Chairman, 
Editorial Board, Vanguard Newspapers. 

isiguzo: Good evening viewers.

AbubAKAr: From my far left is Martins Oloja, Editor, The 
Guardian. 

oloJA: Good evening viewers. 

AbubAKAr: And last but not the least is Gbemi Olujobi, Editor, 
Saturday Mirror. 

oluJobi: Good evening viewers.

AbubAKAr: Those are the panellists that will ask Mr. 
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President questions on broad issues that are top of the day. I 
will ask the first question, Mr. President. What is on ground 
now in the constitutional review process first by the House of 
Representatives and very recently, by the Senate. The House of 
Representatives is currently holding People’s Public Sessions 
while the Senate called its own public hearings across the 
geo-political zones. And in this, one issue seems to stick out: the 
need for a referendum. What are your comments on this?

President JonAthAn: Thank you. And let me use this 
opportunity to welcome you, and indeed, all Nigerians that have 
keyed in into this programme. It gives me the opportunity to 
have a dialogue and chat with Nigerians. And as the head of the 
government, it helps us to reassess the areas we are doing well. 
But most importantly, it gives me the opportunity to personally 
explain things to Nigerians and listen to them also because you 
must listen to your people. Regarding the question you asked 
about the constitutional amendments, it is a good development. 
It was in 1999 that we started implementing this constitution. 
The feeling of Nigerians is that this constitution was written 
by the military. It is not a people’s constitution. And Nigerians 
are clamouring to write a constitution for themselves. But there 
are key issues because when a constitution has already been 
promulgated into law, the constitution itself sets guidelines on 
how the constitution would be amended and anything outside 
that becomes an issue. So, what the National Assembly is doing, 
going round the country, both the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, is the ideal thing to do. No matter what name 
it is called, whether it is public hearing, of course, part of the 
functions of the National Assembly is to conduct public hearing. 
You exposed the issues to all Nigerians, individual groups, 
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religious groups, socio-cultural group, ethnic groups, youth 
groups and all other interest groups have the opportunity to 
make inputs into the constitution. The issue of Sovereign National 
Conference, when you mention sovereign, people get frightened. 
But the basic thing I believe as President who swore to defend the 
constitution of Nigeria, is that whatever you do, we should keep 
in line with the constitution. Any view that Nigerians have, they 
can communicate it to the National Assembly. I believe they will 
listen to you and debate it into the amendment because if today 
we jettison the provisions of the constitution, we will run into 
anarchy and the best option is to keep faith with the constitution. 

AbubAKAr: The issue of referendum, Mr. President. 

President JonAthAn: The referendum has to do with key 
issues. I believe what they are doing is to satisfy the issue of 
referendum because referendum really wants to know the opinion 
of the people, the thinking of the people about a particular subject 
matter. And what the National Assembly is doing is that they 
are going from state to state, from constituency to constituency, 
from zone to zone to collate the thinking of the people in terms 
of the provisions of the constitution in areas that affect them. So, 
whether you do it in form of referendum or not, which of course, 
is the exclusive preserve of the National Assembly, it is not the 
executive that can amend the constitution. And I wouldn’t 
want to impose my own ideas on them. I believe that they will 
follow the law and also listen to Nigerians. But I wouldn’t want 
to dictate the way they handle their responsibilities. That is a 
different arm of government and they are competent to handle 
the subject matter. 
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oloJA: Thank you Mr. President Sir. The Belgore Report 
is also there.  I think the first thing is that when will it go to 
the legislature? You know they are discussing their own, and 
of course, when that particular report goes to the legislature 
and following that is the fact that the President himself is the 
President. The President has his own views. So many matters have 
arisen for discussion, state creation, fiscal federalism, state police 
and other matters have arisen. A President too has his own views 
and people would like to know the President’s views on some of 
these matters. For instance, state creation is a recurring issue.

President JonAthAn: In terms of the constitution and on 
the premise of lawmaking, yes, the President, first and foremost, 
is an individual, so, he must have personal views. But most 
importantly, he is the head of the government of the period. So, 
he also has views. But whatever is the interest of the President, 
the interests of the people matter more than his own personal 
interests. On Belgore committee, they felt that there are some 
areas in the constitution that were reached during Obasanjo’s 
time when they set up a body to look into some of the areas 
in the constitution that needed to be amended. And different 
groups were brought to Abuja, the states, regional bodies, ethnic 
groups and so on and so forth. At the end of the day, they agreed 
on a number of issues. Of course, there were a number of issues 
that were non-conclusive. We feel that before we go to amend 
the constitution again, we should take the areas that Nigerians 
agreed on and send to the National Assembly in form of bills 
since the generality of the people are demanding for it. So, the 
Belgore Committee report is not something that we get one big 
voluminous report and dump it before the National Assembly. 
No. They are to take those issues one by one and put it in form 
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of bills for the purpose of amending the constitution. Some have 
already gone in and we are still working on others. It would also 
help the National Assembly in terms of their amendment. If you 
ask about the interests of the President in some of the issues that 
are being canvassed, I will prefer that I keep quiet for now and 
allow Nigerians to speak because the President takes the last 
action in the process of lawmaking because when the National 
Assembly finish their work, it comes back to the President for 
assent. It would not be proper now for me to begin to push my 
ideas on Nigerians. A President making a statement will become 
a matter for unnecessary debate. And if I do that, I think I will be 
over-politicising the process. I think the best thing now is for the 
President to keep quiet, let Nigerians talk and discuss the issues 
that are dear to them, and the amendments they want in the 
constitution. When this is collated, yes, of course, it will come to 
us, the Vice President, and the executive will also have a say that 
we believe is going to be in the best interest of the country. But 
it is too early for the President to make comments on the issues. 

isiguzo: Mr. President, it might be too early. But you had 
made some comments about the tenure. You mentioned that 
fact that number of years of a single tenure is too short for any 
effective work to be done. I don’t know whether that is your own 
form of amendment to the constitution on the number of years 
the tenure should be. And then, when that was mentioned, some 
people started asking about whether you still had ambition to 
run again. I know the last time you were saying it is too early. 
After some months, people are still asking that question, that 
are you running again with the fact that you are mentioning a 
certain number of years for a single tenure? And finally since the 
constitution or the amendments proposed would have gotten to 
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you at the point of signing, what do you do about issues that you 
would not want to see in the constitution? 

President JonAthAn: I will start from your conclusion. If a 
bill whether on the issue of constitutional amendments or any 
other bill is passed by the National Assembly for the assent of 
the President and if there are issues, I believe those working with 
me, the Vice President, those working with me in government, 
look at it critically and we feel there are some provisions that will 
not be in the best interest of the country, then we write back to 
the National Assembly for them to do adjustments before I will 
assent, so that is clear. In terms of what you asked, definitely, 
there was a time I made a statement about a single tenure. You 
see, in most cases, when a statement is made, and people drag it 
to different angles, the society gets confused. As a Vice President 
then when I came in, the late President set up the Justice Uwais 
Committee to look into reforms in the political structure because 
we were not too comfortable on how elections were conducted, 
on the structures of the parties and we felt that as a developing 
nation, especially when you are just growing democratically, you 
need to practise what is best globally, global best practice. And 
Mr. President then said all the political parties, because we are 
the practitioners in terms of the political environment, to come 
together and come up with one position, that it is better that way. 
He asked me, the Vice President then, to chair and we worked 
with other political parties. And one of the recommendations 
we agreed on was that there was too much tension about second 
tenure. And you will agree with me that there used to be so 
much tension about second term. We believe, probably rightly 
or wrongly, that if we avoid this second tenure syndrome, we 
will reduce one source of conflict in the polity. When a governor 
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wins his election, the governor will be allowed to do his work 
because everybody knows the date he will exit. But when the 
issue of second tenure is there, people who want to take over 
would start fighting from Day One. It is a developing country 
and the tension has been so much. We believe in that committee, 
it isn’t just Jonathan’s idea, that probably a single term will solve 
that problem. Well, in attempting to solve one problem, probably 
you may be creating another one. The argument again was that 
‘oh, if a governor or a President knows that probably he only has 
a single term, he does anything he likes.’ But I always say if it 
is double tenure, are you saying in the next four years, he will 
just be wasting the resources of the state? It is neither here nor 
there. I made that statement about a single tenure just to solve 
that problem of the overheating of the polity. But I believe from 
the reactions so far, I think Nigerians believe the best thing to 
do is to maintain the double tenure but rather make sure that we 
sanitise our electoral process. And of course, you can agree with 
me that that is one area that we have done very well. We have 
sanitised the electoral process and Nigerian elections are now 
globally accepted as free and fair. We are now models that other 
countries are emulating. The chairman of INEC is now being 
invited all over the world. So, we believe that yes, if we are able 
to sanitise the electoral process, two-term tenure is okay. Though 
the tension is there, at least the electoral process is right. We are 
doing that, and we are amending the constitution. Probably at 
the end of the day, they will continue with the double tenure 
or the single tenure but let me keep that to myself now until 
Nigerians decide. 

oluJobi: The oil well dispute between Rivers and Bayelsa 
States is a matter of great interest to Nigerians today. And the 
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immediate point of interest is the fact that you are from Bayelsa. 
How neutral could you possibly be on the matter?

President JonAthAn: As a President of the country, I swore an 
oath to treat all Nigerians equally. And Rivers and Bayelsa State, 
yes, I am Bayelsan by birth, but all my life, I lived in Rivers state. 
I have more friends in Rivers state than I even have in Bayelsa. 
I will not create problems between the two states, so, the idea of 
saying the President will be neutral or not shouldn’t even come 
up because definitely, the President can’t even influence things. 
And I made it very clear, sometimes, people try to misinform the 
Nigerian public and sometimes, you are not very fair to institutions 
of government in this country. It has to do with boundary. The 
area where you are talking about, the disputed area is a boundary 
between Rivers State and Bayelsa State, the area around the 
Kalabaris of Rivers state and the Nembes of Bayelsa state. The 
Nembes of Bayelsa State called that place Oluasiri. The Kalabari 
people call that area Soku. And there is an overlapping boundary 
between the Soku area of Rivers State and the Oluasiri area of 
Bayelsa state. As a deputy governor of Bayelsa State, we were to 
demarcate the boundary of Bayelsa State when Dr. Toby was also 
deputy governor of Rivers State. But because of certain issues, we 
couldn’t conclude the matter. But even before Bayelsa State was 
created, these two groups, the Nembes and the Kalabaris, fought 
over the boundary of this area. So, it is a very sensitive area. But 
we will demarcate it professionally. I’ve already directed that the 
relevant agencies of government and the office of the National 
Boundary Commission headed by a Director General, the office 
of the Surveyor General of the federation, and of course, if oil 
wells are involved, then, the Revenue MobiliSation, Allocation 
and Fiscal Commission will be involved, the Directorate of 
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Petroleum Resources and in most cases, the Navy needs to be 
involved especially when the coastal areas are involved. I’ve 
already directed all the relevant agencies to go and do the work 
professionally. But there are procedures to it. At the state level, 
it is headed by the deputy governor. When they finish the work, 
they go to the field, they take their bearings, and they come 
to present their report before the Vice President, not even the 
President in the first instance. At the level of the Vice President, 
if there is disagreement, then, they will come to the President. 
Frankly speaking, the Revenue Mobilisation, Allocation and 
Fiscal Commission has been trying. You remember that that 
is a body that even took the federal government to court over 
the National Integrated Power Projects (NIPP), that the federal 
government was spending money that didn’t belong to the federal 
government because it was from the excess crude account. So, if 
a body can take the federal government to court and frustrate 
that project for almost three years, and somebody rises up and 
says the President will influence, then they are not being fair to 
some of the institutions in this country. Some of the institutions 
are doing very well and people should appreciate that. Maybe to 
answer your question straight, the President will not influence 
anything to favour Bayelsa State or any other state. 

AbubAKAr: Thank you very much Mr. President. I will like us 
to come back to the area of politics. The Executive-Legislature 
relations appear to be not really too cordial particularly when we 
refer to the House of Representatives.  The relationship appears 
frosty. Why do you think this is so given the fact that the PDP is 
still in the majority even in the parliament and the executive is 
also being controlled by the PDP? 
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President JonAthAn: I don’t think the relationship is frosty. 
There may be some disagreements on principle in some cases but 
it is not as bad as being put. You know all over the world, there 
are always problems between parliament and the executive. 
Even from the democracy that we are copying, it is not as easy. 
You remember Obama’s Health Bill; he had to go to court on 
it. There is nowhere in the world where there will be no issues 
and disagreement between the parliament and the executive. 
Even in the parliamentary system of government where the 
Prime Minister is a member of parliament, they disagree. That 
is the essence of representation and people will come with their 
different ideas and parliament is made up of so many different 
people. At the executive level, it is easier to handle things in 
a Presidential system because the President appoints all the 
ministers. The President can decide to dissolve his cabinet any 
day he wants to get rid of any minister if he believes the minister 
is not good enough. The President has control over his cabinet 
but at the parliamentary level, if you are the Senate President or 
the Speaker, you are just one among equals. You are all elected 
by the people. So, you always get that tension. Definitely, the 
executive may see some things differently. The parliament may 
see things differently but that does not mean we are boxing each 
other. No. 

AbubAKAr: On the issue of Budget 2013, the N4.92 trillion 
budget, particularly on the issue of oil benchmark, the House of 
Representatives is insisting on $80, the Senate is saying $78 and 
the Executive is proposing $75. 

President JonAthAn: Yes. The executive proposing $75 is 
based on calculations. You see, the benchmark for oil and even 
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all other commodities is not just a simple arithmetic or you think 
that oil will sell at $100 per barrel all over the world, so you put 
your benchmark at $95, no. Benchmark is a key instrument used 
in managing the economy of nations. Today, let’s assume that 
you even know that oil price will be above $110, assuming it will 
go above $110 and you raise your benchmark immediately, the 
rating agencies will downgrade your economy. And it will give 
you a negative outlook. It shows that you are not planning to save. 
And so, people think that benchmark is just about oil sales. Yes, 
the oil sale is a factor. But even that, you know we have challenges. 
You know for example America buys our oil. Our biggest market 
is the US. The economies in Europe are experiencing recession 
or some kind of stagnation. In Europe, most of the economies 
are not growing. America is now saying let’s look inwards to see 
if what they have can satisfy themselves and their energy needs. 
So probably they will reduce further the importation of oil from 
Nigeria and other countries. Even though the price is still okay, 
we are not too sure. You must also be mindful because the prices 
could drop. But besides the fact that the prices could drop, the 
benchmark of crude oil or any commodity communicates to 
the world whether you are managing your economy properly or 
you are saving for tomorrow. It is in Nigeria I hear people say 
you must spend all the money you earn. Immediately you do 
that, people will know that your economy will crash in time. It 
will give you a negative outlook and people who want to invest 
in your country will keep away so it affects your country in so 
many areas. It is not just the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry 
of Petroleum, the Central Bank, the Ministry of Planning and 
they also consult the Manufacturers Association, the Banking 
Committee and so on, to come up with the benchmark and it is 
professionally done. It is in the best interest of the country. 
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AbubAKAr: So, how far has the executive gone in trying to 
explain this to the legislature?

President JonAthAn: We’ve been explaining and we will 
continue to explain. 

oloJA: Muhammed Kudu Abubakar, please, allow me to 
return to politics.

President JonAthAn: Are you a politician?

(General Laughter)

oloJA: I am a politics reporter. Mr. President, are you not 
worried about recent developments that the ruling party has not 
been performing well in recent elections? It began in Imo State, 
the President, the Vice President and the entire party chieftains 
went there to campaign but the PDP didn’t win. In Edo state, 
the party didn’t win. Recently in Edo State, the party was there, 
everybody was there, they campaigned but they didn’t win. 
Are you not worried? And another one, maybe, before we end 
politics. With the current amendment process going on in the 
legislature, if the process leads to a situation where they allow a 
second term for the President, the governors and so on, will Mr. 
President run for a second term?

President JonAthAn: The first question as to whether the 
ruling party is doing well or not, PDP is doing well. You see, any 
country where you have Presidential system and it practises true 
democracy, you don’t expect the ruling party to win all the states. 
And it is even dangerous to this country for PDP for example, to 
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control all the states. Then, that is no longer democracy. Even 
the challenges we have in conducting PDP primaries, because 
in some states, we look at the primaries as elections before 
election. Immediately you secure the PDP ticket, you are already 
a governor. It is not in the best interest of this country. And 
in the states you made reference to, PDP worked very hard. I 
think PDP got second position and some of them; the difference 
was quite narrow except for Imo state. In terms of Ondo State 
and Edo State that you mentioned, we contested against the 
incumbent governors who have some strength. A governor is a 
sitting governor and every day, the governor has the opportunity 
of talking with one group or another. But still, PDP did very well. 
In Ondo State, if you look at the whole scenario, Mimiko was a 
PDP man. When Mimiko contested the first time, his running 
mate was the state chairman of PDP. So, you really see that it is 
more or less like a PDP family that divided into two. So, I didn’t 
see that as a major challenge to PDP. It’s all for the PDP to go 
back to the state and put the house in order. I believe that by the 
next elections, the PDP family will come together and the PDP 
will take over Ondo State. We will win naturally immediately we 
put our house in order. They are all PDP members. You said you 
have been a political reporter and not a politician. Go and find 
out. It’s PDP, both Mimiko’s followers and the others. They are 
all PDP members. We will put our house in order and Ondo State 
will be better off. You asked me whether I will contest elections 
or not. I appeal to journalists that it is too early to ask a sitting 
President whether he will contest elections or not. And it is one 
of the reasons I advocated this single tenure issue because if a 
President tells you today ‘I am not contesting elections’, it will 
generate a lot of issues. And if he says he is not contesting, it will 
also generate a lot of issues. If I say I am not contesting, some of 
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my cabinet ministers can even resign and go because all of them 
are qualified to be in the position.  If you look at the African 
scenario, Africa varies from four years to seven years in terms of 
tenure. Nigeria is four years. Most of the countries have five years 
like South Africa, some of them have six or seven years double 
tenure. We are the least and it is so because we copied that from 
America. Four years is a very short time for a person to make 
an impact. Immediately you are talking about elections, you are 
unnecessarily heating the polity. Give us time. Before you ask me 
whether Mr. President will contest or not, wait until 2014. Give 
me some time to make sure that myself and my cabinet work to 
satisfy Nigerians. This is not the time to ask whether President 
will contest elections or not. I don’t want to distract members of 
my government. 

oluJobi: Please, permit me to return us to the economy on 
a matter that is very close to my chest; the issue of oil subsidy 
removal. A sound-bite is coming from you especially when only 
last Thursday, you were making a case for the total removal of 
oil subsidy. Another January 1st is around the corner. Should 
Nigerians expect another shocking New Year gift from you? 

President JonAthAn: Thank you. You said the issue is 
very close to your chest. I hope you are not part of the Lagos 
state demonstrators? (Laughs). But frankly speaking, I think I 
was totally misunderstood in the statement I made. I received 
students from the National Institute of Policy and Strategic 
Studies (NIPSS). They submitted their report, it is a research 
work. And they did an analysis. They said in Canada, they have 
16 refineries, in Nigeria, we have only four refineries. So, when 
I was responding, I said look, if you are comparing Nigeria 
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with any other country, you have to make sure that you explain 
everything clearly so that people will know what you are talking 
about. What made Canada to have 16 refineries and we have only 
four in Nigeria? And immediately they made that statement, I 
sent a message to my Chief Economic Adviser to tell me the 
ownership structure of the 16 refineries they have in Canada and 
the Chief Economic Adviser sent a mail back to me immediately 
that the 16 refineries in Canada are privately-owned but are 
managed under the deregulation by the public sector just like 
they have DPR guidelines in Nigeria. So, I said, well, look, if you 
want Nigeria to get to that level of Canada, we have to deregulate. 
Already, we have provisions in the 2013 budget for subsidy. So, if 
we want to remove subsidy from January next year like you fear, 
we couldn’t have made provisions. But we have made provisions 
from January to December. But all we are saying is that if we 
are to get to that level of Canada that the students are making 
reference to, then the policy that exists in Canada, which is 
completely private-sector driven, must be adopted in Nigeria. 
But if you don’t want that to be adopted in Nigeria, it is difficult 
for you to reach there. That is the situation. So, please, your chest 
can rest a little (smiles). 

isiguzo: Mr. President, still on the matter of subsidy, almost 
all over the country, the fuel queues are back. We don’t know 
why they are back. And year in, year out, we hear that there are 
licences being given out for new refineries. We want to know, 
what is going on with those licences? The private people, why 
are they not working and why are the queues keep coming back?

President JonAthAn: In fact, you are not supposed to 
be asking me that question. Why we’ve been giving licences! 
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Refining petroleum products is a big business. Licences are being 
given to people but they are not building. Why? I should ask 
you because you are journalists.  You investigate. Licences were 
given to people years back. I have not given licences to anybody. 
Licences have been given to a number of people and still, they 
cannot build refineries. Just like we talk about the Canada issue, 
for you to attract the private sector to some in and build refineries, 
you cannot depend on this issue of government subsidising what 
you produce. No bank will give you facilities to do that kind 
of refinery. For those who have the licences to come and build 
refineries, then they must review the issue of subsidy. People are 
afraid to invest where what they will get will depend on whether 
government has money to pay them or not. It is a risk. That is 
why most people have not built the refineries. But when you talk 
of the fuel queues, from military time till date, anytime there 
are some changes in policy, we experience fuel queues in our 
filling stations. Before the probe that was initiated by the House 
of Representatives, and of course, the EFCC also looked into 
the issues raised and the Aig-Imoukhuede Committee was also 
set up by the Executive to look into the detailed report. We are 
now cross-checking clearly whether some people are abusing the 
process or not. We are talking about forensic audit of payments. 
So, definitely, you have created some issues in the system and 
people are a bit careful. Those situations can manifest in different 
areas. Some people now would become extremely careful. Some 
people may have the product but as businessmen, may decide to 
manipulate the system so that they get more money. But I want 
to appeal to Nigerians to bear with us. I think I got the report of 
the Aig-Imoukhuede Committee last Friday, the hard copy of 
the report. We will look into it. The payment is being done. The 
payments that some of the marketers feel it is the government 
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owing them, with the preliminary report we have, it indicated 
that they are owing government and experts are being brought 
in to do forensic audits so we know how the differences would 
be sorted out. Under that kind of situation, even the human 
factor is also there. Because as we are talking today, there is no 
fuel queue in Benin Republic and all the fuel is from Nigeria. 
Meanwhile, there is fuel queue in Lagos. So, the human element 
is there because ours is a very big country. We have our own 
challenges but I believe that by the time we conclude sanitising 
the oil sector, this issue of fuel queue will be put behind us, may 
be for good. I appeal to Nigerians to bear with us, that we will do 
our best to make sure that the queues don’t just continue. 

oloJA: Mr. President, if one issue was close to the heart of my 
sister, this one is close to the heart of so many Nigerians. And it 
is the electricity sector, which we normally call the power sector. 
It begins with the sale of PHCN successor companies. One issue 
arising which I think The Guardian wrote an editorial on, is the 
issue of the involvement of former Heads of State in bidding in 
the process. That is critical, that they are always involved because 
if anything happens to them, if they win for instance, what will 
the Presidency do to some of the predecessors? That’s one. And 
one other issue that is very critical. We invite foreign investors 
to come here. Now, Manitoba has come, it is very controversial. 
There are various reports, that oh, Manitoba’s contract has been 
revoked, no, it has not been revoked. Mr. President, what is the 
status of that contract? Is Manitoba going to work in Nigeria? 
Is the contract revoked? Is the contract still there? What is 
happening? 

President JonAthAn: The issues are very straightforward. 
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The Manitoba contract has not been revoked. There are some 
issues raised because of misunderstanding. In 2006 when the 
privatisation started, Manitoba and others also bid. As at that 
time, it was the Bureau of Public Enterprises (BPE) that handled 
the whole transaction. There was some confusion and they 
placed Manitoba as a consultant to manage our transmission as 
just a process of the privatisation. But with the law we have now, 
what we call the Due Process Law, it has placed procurement 
differently. Because it was being considered as just a process 
of privatisation, they didn’t follow the law strictly. And in any 
country, you must keep faith with your laws. And we saw some 
loopholes that were not properly done and we felt like, look, 
in government, you must do things properly so that even if 
you leave, after one year or two years or three years, nobody 
will invite you to come and answer questions. You remember 
there was a time they even wanted to invite President Obasanjo 
to come and answer some questions. It is on the same power 
sector. We feel we should rectify whatever thing that was not 
properly done. In fact, I have given the relevant departments of 
government up to Tuesday to get things sorted out so that if it 
requires my final authorisation, I will get that done before close 
of work on Tuesday. But let me assure you that we will not cancel 
the Manitoba contract. We are putting things in order. The other 
issue you raised on former Heads of State, you feel that these 
Heads of State are intimidating other Nigerians?

oloJA: Definitely!

President JonAthAn: The former Heads of State definitely 
have a life to live. Being a former Head of State doesn’t mean 
you will go and sleep. You will be in business to survive. But 
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let me assure you that whether the person has been a former 
Head of State or not, it would not affect the process because the 
privatisation process that is going on, it is not only Nigerians that 
are doing it. There is the World Bank and others. Sometimes, 
when you read some certain things in the papers, people just take 
information and paint it in different colours and give different 
interpretations and confuse Nigerians. Meanwhile, the Heads 
of State are probably shareholders of some companies there. I 
don’t think these companies are 100 per cent owned by them. 
But no matter what, these companies bid. First, when they were 
assessed technically, you didn’t know whether they are former 
Heads of State or not. If the companies succeed in the technical 
bid, they go to the financial bid because whatever you send in 
is covered and they all take a particular day to gather and open 
and everybody assesses. After that, they wait for the financial 
bid which is the same process. Whether the person has been a 
former Head of State or not doesn’t come in. Let me give you 
an example. My Vice President is from Kaduna state. But you 
know that the Kaduna Disco, no company was fit for it at the 
end of the assessment. If some kind of company came out and 
won, probably they will say it is the Vice President’s interest or it 
is this person’s interest. But that is the Vice President’s state and 
no company satisfied the criteria. So, some of the issues made in 
the papers, probably people misunderstood the process or some 
people may deliberately want to create confusion. Whether you 
like it or not, we are operating a political environment and luckily 
for you, you said you specialise in discussing us politicians, you 
know politicians play politics with almost everything. So, don’t 
be afraid. If your company is interested, just ask them to go on. 

(General Laughter)
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AbubAKAr: Mr. President, this media chat is as interactive as 
possible. We are on twitter, @mediachatng, and we have a number 
on the screen for text messages to be sent to us +2347026076865. 
There are quite a number of tweets already that we have gotten if 
I may just run through them Mr. President. @aheadaheadnaija is 
asking this question: Mr. President, between Kogi and Anambra 
States, who legally owns oil wells supplying crude oil to the oil 
refinery in Anambra State? And another is asking: How far has 
the President gone in the provision of jobs promised youths after 
the partial removal of subsidy in January? 

President JonAthAn: Thank you very much. The issue of the 
dispute between Kogi and Anambra is not only about Kogi and 
Anambra. Enugu is also interested. In fact, some people say that 
probably, oil is always to create conflicts between communities 
or states. There are issues. What I did was to invite the governors, 
Anambra State, Kogi state and Enugu state, and say yes, there is 
oil. The oil well must be in one geographical location, probably 
your operations, the operations of the oil companies impact 
other states and communities that don’t even own the oil 
because in the oil industry, it is not necessarily where the oil well 
is that matters. The operations, the filling stations and where 
you build your other facilities also matter. And I said that they 
should stop this media hype. They shouldn’t argue. I directed 
the relevant agencies of government, that is, the National 
Boundary Commission, the Office of the Surveyor-General of 
the Federation and the Revenue Mobilisation, Allocation and 
Fiscal Commission, of course DPR will join and give the GPS of 
the oil wells, and they will come under the Vice President. They 
are working on it and finally, they will tell us who owns the oil 
well. For now, the President does not know who owns it. What I 
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know is that the two states are claiming ownership because they 
are expecting money. You know, money always brings problems. 
The institutions are credible institutions. They will do their work 
professionally and at the end of the day, they will tell us the state 
that owns the oil well, either the well or the area where the oil 
company is located. On the issue of jobs, let me again reassure 
Nigerians that we are working very hard. You know, in terms 
of economy, our economy is growing compared to the global 
trend. But the immediate concern of the people is that, are the 
statistics we are seeing reflecting in our day-to-day living? Is our 
standard of living improving? Are we getting jobs? You cannot 
get jobs overnight. When you stabilise the economy, and I always 
say that the duty of government is to come up with programmes 
that will encourage the private sector, when the private sector 
starts investing, jobs are created. For now, there are successes. 
Directly, as a government, we also have some programmes. We 
have what we call the Community Works Programme where 
we have projection to employ about 360,000 annually from all 
the states. That is being worked out as a part of the SURE-P 
Programme. We have the YOU-WIN Programme where we 
encourage entrepreneurs, young entrepreneurs. We give them 
grants, not loans. The first we did was for men and women. Over 
1,000 people benefitted. The second one was dedicated to women 
and over a thousand also benefitted. If one entrepreneur could 
just employ two to three, you can see the multiplier effect. That 
is to encourage young people to begin to grow in the business 
sector. In agriculture, we have what the agriculture minister 
called NAGROPRENEURS. I was even asking him, ‘what’s that?’  
He said it is to encourage Nigeria’s young people to become 
commercial farmers. You see, the problem of this country is 
that our farmers our getting old. In many communities, you 
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don’t see young people getting involved in farming because 
they see farming as a job that requires a lot of labour, that it 
is for people who don’t go to school and so on. Farming is big 
business. In some countries, if you go there and say your father 
is a farmer, they begin to respect you because they know that 
you are coming from a wealthy family. And we said that is what 
we should have. And we are now commercialising farming and 
the whole value chain and we are encouraging young people 
to go in. That would generate a lot of jobs and in other areas 
that government is intervening in. But the most important 
thing government is doing is to also encourage the growth of 
the private sector. From 2012 till date, I think from about 2011, 
from the statistics we have, about 54 companies registered at the 
Corporate Affairs Commission. Now, up to October this year 
alone, 71 companies, not quite a year, we have these so many 
companies registering. Even in MAN, I can’t tell you the exact 
figures now but I remember that the President of MAN told me 
that new companies are registering as members. So, even capacity 
utilisation has increased though not significantly. But it shows 
there is a positive trend everywhere. Positive trend in the number 
of people going into business, positive trend in the number 
of companies entering into the manufacturers association, 
positive trend in the capacity utilisation, so the private sector is 
expanding. And you know, the area of textile is one that gave so 
many jobs to so many Nigerians especially in the North but many 
of the companies collapsed because of power. But now, power 
is stabilising. The textile industry is coming up. The footwear 
industry is coming up. And the textile industry and the footwear 
industry alone were employing so many people. This trend will 
continue as we continue to stabilise power. We will continue to 
intervene on our road network... we will continue to work on our 
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railways to make sure that the cost of doing business, the cost of 
transportation, the cost of energy, is reduced and the companies 
will begin to employ more. So, overall, a number of things are 
being done to increase the opportunities of more job creation. 
I believe before the end of 2013, the issue of unemployment will 
still be there because this is a country of more than 167 million 
people, it’s quite a high number so there’s no way you will create 
jobs overnight for everybody, but clearly there is positive trend 
everywhere. 

AbubAKAr: Mr. President, another tweet sir. The sender, 
Kenny, is asking, Mr. President, do you honestly think that your 
government is doing all it can to combat corruption given the 
low number of trials and convictions since you were elected? 

President JonAthAn: The person who asked that question, 
I don’t know if he has gone to do a survey. If he talks about 
conviction, maybe he is looking at EFCC or ICPC, he can go and 
do some research on what ICPC has been doing from inception 
till date and what EFCC has been doing till date. But I can assure 
Nigerians and the global community that this government is 
fighting corruption frontally and the results are obvious. It’s 
just that sometimes, people confuse Nigerians. The first and 
the greatest problem we have in Nigeria is the issue of political 
corruption. I believe that. I believe most Nigerians believe that 
and I believe you also believe that. That if a President manipulates 
himself into power or a governor manipulates himself into 
power without the votes of the people; the chairman of a local 
government can also just wake up and manipulate himself into 
office without the votes of the people. And so, first and foremost, 
is to sanitise the electoral process. We take things for granted. I 
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have been in politics from 1998 till date. And I know that we’ve 
gone very far to sanitise that sector. And manipulating elections 
has to do with a lot of corruption. For you to sanitise the electoral 
process means that you have dealt with corruption in that area 
significantly. Otherwise, you can’t survive it. People don’t even 
think about it. We had free and fair election in Ondo State. We 
had free and fair election in Edo State. I’m talking about non-PDP 
states because if I mention PDP, they will say it’s PDP. For you to 
conduct those elections and for the world to accept that they are 
free and fair, you must have dealt with the corruption associated 
with the electoral process. Look at one sector, our agriculture. 
Before this time, I have been deputy governor. And till date, I 
have been in a position to know what happens about fertilizer 
business and tractor business. It is a mammoth of stealing, 
looting and corruption. The so-called subsidy that government 
pays on fertilizers, that never gets to the farmers, and which only 
about 11 per cent of the fertilizers get to farmers, and even this 
11 per cent, the fertilizers are of low quality; the government has 
sanitised that to the extent that others are coming to learn. In 
fact, the Bill Gates Foundation is so pleased that they are helping 
us and want to fund the process in other African countries. 
And some other African countries are sending their Ministers 
of Agriculture to come and learn from our own Minister of 
Agriculture. Equally, there is the electronic wallet system that 
is used to distribute fertilizer. The fertilizer manufacturers 
are happy because they are doing business. They are no longer 
pursuing one minister or the other. They are no longer coming 
to the Villa to ask for whether they will buy their fertilizer or 
not. So, that is another area. Perhaps because it is agriculture 
and it is one area so many of the big boys are not involved, that is 
why you don’t talk about it. We have sanitised that sector. Look 
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at the oil industry. Of course, you know as a journalist that the 
extractive industry all over the world, be it crude oil mining, be 
it tin mining, the extractive industry is being associated with one 
corrupt practice or the other. Look at what has happened between 
the period, the number of probes, the House of Representatives 
started their probe. When they gave their report to me, I sent the 
whole report to the EFCC and I told them that they should not 
limit themselves to the recommendations. That they should go 
all in. And even before that report, the Ministry of Petroleum 
set up a Committee to look into it. We’ve started sanitising the 
process even before the National Assembly. That is one thing 
people don’t know. Even when I became Acting President 
and I dissolved the cabinet, the present Minister of Trade and 
Investment, Aganga, was the Finance Minister. I told Aganga 
that Nigerians are not too comfortable with the oil industry. Get 
a professional body, globally accepted, to audit the sector. That 
was even when Aganga was the Finance Minister. I said we must 
do a comprehensive audit so that we can know what is happening. 
That Aganga team worked on it before the current Minister of 
Petroleum also set up something on it even before the House of 
Reps came up with the Farouk Report, and of course, after that 
the Aig-Imoukuede team. There was never a time that the oil 
industry has been so attacked from all angles because a number 
of Nigerians think a lot of wrong things are being done. Of 
course, there was the committee chaired by Ribadu on revenue 
leakages in the oil sector. And one thing about deregulation we 
found out, if you keep your money on a table where there are 
so many people and the money is disappearing, why don’t you 
put the money in a safe so that nobody would go there to open? 
We come up with policies that make it difficult for people to 
access money that belongs to the people. Of course, there will 
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be a tendency for people to want to take the money and even the 
concept of deregulation will also help to sanitise that and so on 
and so forth. But I believe the efforts this government has put 
in terms of fighting corruption, I don’t think any other person 
has done that. But you see, perception is key. But perception is 
different from reality. And I remember, I’m not saying we don’t 
have corruption issues as a nation, definitely we have. And you 
find it difficult to go to any nation and say there is no element of 
corruption. But it is how you make sure that you don’t expose 
the people to practise it even if they have the interest to do so. 
That is key. And we’ve done very well on various fronts in terms 
of fighting corruption. But the perception, if today, somebody 
is driving on the road and he has an accident, and you ask the 
average Nigerian, they will say it is because of corruption. They 
say corruption because probably there is a pothole somewhere 
and that is why somebody had an accident. They just believe that 
everything is caused by corruption. And some of the retreats we 
conducted, we outlined the causes of certain things and we listed 
corruption and others, you will be surprised that corruption 
even got less than 20 per cent. But in terms of perception, we 
believe that corruption is the cause of our problems. Corruption 
is there. We will continue to fight corruption, no doubt about 
that. But this government has tried, you can investigate it. The 
corruption associated with elections, it is mammoth; but we 
sanitised it. Corruption associated with fertilizer procurement 
was enormous, we sanitised it. We are now dealing with the 
petroleum sector. We will surely sanitise this country. 

isiguzo: Mr. President, there is the issue of the high cost of 
government. The recurrent expenditure is so much that even 
when people talk in terms of the budget performance, maybe 
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what they are seeing is payment of salaries and maintaining 
offices since from the beginning, the capital expenditure is 
already low. So, we are asking, how are you going to probably see 
that the cost of running government is brought down? Because 
I was reading in one place promises you made during the 
elections. There is a summary, 91 election promises of President 
Goodluck Jonathan. I don’t know if you are able to remember all 
of them but if you will be able to reduce poverty which is one of 
the promises, it then means that government must have enough 
money to invest in sectors that will help reduce poverty. But if 
government spends so much money running government, how 
will it then reduce poverty which is central to its summarised 91 
election promises? 

President JonAthAn: That person must have gotten me 
wrong. I never promised to reduce poverty. I promised to create 
wealth. If you reduce poverty and the person is still poor, you are 
not reducing poverty. I don’t believe in that concept of poverty 
reduction. People think maybe if you are talking of Third World, 
poverty, and diseases, so you must talk of poverty reduction. I 
wouldn’t want to talk about poverty reduction, that’s my principle. 
But if you talk about the cost of running government, within this 
period, it is quite unfortunate but this is the reality and luckily, 
I’m talking to journalists because you are key actors. No matter 
what people say, you have to express it on platforms, in the media 
whether electronic or print or others, you are key actors. We 
increased salaries by up to 54 per cent. And when you increase 
salaries up to 54 per cent, where are you going to get the money 
from? It’s from your capital votes. And the earnings the country 
is getting is almost relatively stagnant. Yes, it improves a little 
depending on the circumstances. But in terms of the projected 
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income of the country, 2010, 2011, 2012, the difference is not so 
much. But then, you increase salaries up to 54 per cent, where 
are you expecting the money to come from? Surely, it will come 
from your capital budget. But we are trying. From 2010 to 2012 
and then projected to 2013, the capital budget, we are moving 
it from 22.4 per cent to 30 something per cent. It’s a significant 
improvement where the recurrent is dropping from 76 per cent 
to 60 something now. We are trying to adjust. But when we now 
suddenly increase the recurrent, automatically, you decrease 
the capital. So, it takes time for you to begin to adjust your 
budget. When you talk about the cost of running government, 
sometimes, people think that the number of aides of that or their 
salaries. We have so many parastatals, over 500. Some of them 
are no longer relevant; some of them, two parastatals doing the 
same thing. That is why we set up the Oronsaye Committee. 
Some professional bodies are also in government budget and 
government is giving money for personnel cost, overheads and 
even capitals. Professional bodies must be able to take care of 
themselves. We are trying to look at all of these areas because they 
are part of the recommendations of the Oronsaye Committee and 
we said that these are Nigerians, yes offices have employed people, 
even though the recommendation is that we are to merge them 
or scrap them, we are increasing capital, reducing overheads but 
we must pay their salaries until we find a place for them, so, we 
are adjusting that. It’s just that I’m travelling out Tuesday night 
for the D-8 Meeting in Pakistan, otherwise, this week, we would 
have taken the Oronsaye Report because the team that looked 
at the White Paper has finished. I believe the upper week, just 
that we have another meeting in London. That’s the problem. 
The report has been there but because of my movements, we’ve 
not been able to take it. Definitely, we will conclude with that 



182 President exPlains

report before the end of the year. But even if we conclude with 
that report, it will not decrease it automatically. Yes, there are 
some of these issues we can handle administratively but some 
of these bodies were established by Acts of Parliament either 
through military decrees which automatically become Acts of 
Parliament. If a body is established by law, for you to merge or for 
you to scrap, you have to send it back to the National Assembly 
because it has the statutory responsibility to repeal. At best, we 
can reduce the votes; we can give them money for salary and 
probably reduce their overheads and major capital aside buying 
furniture and so on and so forth. We can reduce but we cannot 
scrap them immediately until the National Assembly repeals the 
law but gradually, we are on track. And it is improving. If by 
2013, we have moved from 22. 4 per cent or so in 2010 and we 
have gotten to 30 something in 2013, in 2014 and 2015, it will 
begin to go up gradually. But that is the issue. And that is why 
when people come to argue for salary, sometimes, journalists 
also support them, yes, salary increase is okay but for every one 
kobo you add to salary, that kobo will be removed from capital. 
You must create a balance. You don’t get the money from the 
moon. It must come from somewhere. 

oloJA: Mr. President, I’d like to return to the issue of 
corruption and on perception management. Perception 
management, either in marketing or public relations, is a critical 
issue. And one of the reasons is that despite all the measures you 
outlined, Nigeria is still rated as the 2nd most corrupt country 
in the world by the Gallup Poll, Transparency International, and 
other bodies. And this is one of the reasons they always give, 
even by analysts in the country, that on the Halliburton case, 
nobody is even in detention. That on the Siemens deal, nobody. 
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Even some of these committees on oil-related issues, some of 
these people taken to court, there is no diligent prosecution. 
On two occasions, the Attorney General was not even present 
in court as reported by the media. These are some of the issues. 
But the issue of enforcement of the law, I think it is important to 
know what the President will do at the moment to fast-track the 
enforcement, the shaming and punishment of those people that 
are involved, and that is one issue. The second one is on the civil 
servants, the wastage that is usually associated with corruption. 
The Obasanjo administration dealt with Monetisation Policy for 
instance. And Monetisation Policy, if you look at what is going 
on now, is gradually returning. Take, for instance, members of 
the National Assembly, the presiding officers, it was gazetted by 
a federal executive council decision that some of their houses 
should not be sold. It was reported that the Senate President, the 
Speaker and their deputies bought their own houses and they 
asked that another be built for them and it was budgeted for. 
And it is even being rumoured that they are rejecting the ones 
that have been budgeted for. Mr. President, what are you doing 
to stop this trend?

President JonAthAn: Thank you. You spoke on a number 
of issues that which, if you take one after the other, probably 
that alone, will take the rest of my conversation with Nigerians. 
But the key thing there is about the monetisation policy of 
government. Monetisation policy is good but the implementation 
has a lot of challenges. And I remember, when the monetisation 
policy came up, I think it was 2001 or so or 2002. It was quite 
early in this present dispensation when I was deputy governor 
of Bayelsa state. The member from Bayelsa State in the Revenue 
Mobilisation, Allocation and Fiscal Commission came to brief us 
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about the new monetisation policy that the federal government 
initiated. If it is only the federal government, it wouldn’t have 
been compulsory for the states to key in into it, but the Revenue 
Mobilisation, Allocation and Fiscal Commission was involved, 
and at that time, they were talking about the salaries of political 
office holders and their allowances and people began to complain 
that why should the salary of a councillor be much more than 
that of a Vice Chancellor and so on and so forth because it came 
in the same package. He came to brief us. The governor was 
travelling out that week or so, so I received him and immediately 
he finished explaining, I told him that yes, it is a good policy 
but I think you will have problems implementing it. And I told 
him that in Bayelsa State now, it would be so difficult for them to 
even implement it. Bayelsa State was a rural state then. We didn’t 
even have houses that commissioners could stay in. And we 
just managed to build estates for the commissioners. And when 
those commissioners go, people will buy. Then, you appoint 
other commissioners, how will they live? Will they go and stay 
in temporary waterfront houses, what they call basha houses? I 
told him it would not work. You say a public officer should not 
be given official car, a director that is supposed to supervise road 
projects, a director that is supposed to move from Zamfara to 
Enugu to Ibadan to Ilorin to Yenagoa and you say that director 
should go and buy his own car meaning that that director will 
take bank facilities to support whatever you put there to buy a 
new car! You expect that director to move round this country 
with that car and supervise the road? He will maintain the car. 
Okay, you say you make provision for project vehicles, at what 
point will the director be using project vehicles to do inspection of 
roads and at what time to do the work? It is very complex. I don’t 
want to go into the National Assembly issue. You raised the issue 
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of the President and the National Assembly always disagreeing, 
I wouldn’t want to go there. I can engage the National Assembly 
to discuss the issue because I don’t want to be misunderstood. 
Basically, the monetisation policy was good but has challenges 
in its implementation. When you mentioned Halliburton and 
Siemens, you are a journalist. What is the history of Halliburton? 
What is the history of Siemens? These are things that didn’t come 
up now. If you look at what is going on, even in the Halliburton 
case, because they are not new things, it is easier for a sitting 
President to deal with an issue that comes up but when an issue 
has been dealt with by a previous administration, and you want 
to deal with it, you must also follow a particular procedure. 
It may be slow but it is better to be slow and you do the right 
thing than to move too fast and you do the wrong thing. And 
of course, you know we operate by the laws of the British. I am 
not a lawyer, but they say it is better for more criminals to get 
away than for one innocent man to be punished. That makes the 
processes slow. That’s why sometimes we take different options. 
But you know the history of Halliburton; you know the history 
of Siemens!  

AbubAKAr: Mr. President, let us go back to some of these 
tweets. @Aheadaheadnaija tweeted and asked that, with all 
you know now about Nigeria, what are your biggest fears about 
Nigeria’s future and what excites you about the country’s future? 

President JonAthAn: The future of the country is quite 
bright. We have challenges. The grievous challenge we have now 
is security: the Boko Haram elements, the suicide bombing and 
the problem of kidnapping in the Southern part of the country. 
Those are the key security challenges and we are tackling them 
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frontally. We never knew that Nigeria would get to this level and 
the security infrastructure was not built or designed for that. 
Now, we are building capacity upfront. And I’d earlier told you 
that our economic outlook is positive. In the area of agriculture, 
it is becoming a model, we are revolutionalising it. If you look at 
what happened during the flooding, if this is a country that has 
no hope, the flooding would have created a lot of impact. Oh yes, 
people were affected. You know what government did with speed. 
People were afraid that there would be food scarcity but we even 
produced more food. The Minister of Agriculture told you that I 
released N9.7 billion to intervene. The idea is to get high-yielding 
varieties of what our farmers were using. Some may go to those 
directly affected, but we are not limiting to them alone. We are 
giving to all Nigerians, even those who are in places where the 
floods never reached. We are replacing and planting seeds free 
for them. Somebody who has been cultivating one hectare of land 
and probably producing 10 bags of rice, now, the same hectare 
may give him 20 to 30 bags. So, in the overall, we will produce 
more food. So, we are moving as a nation. I have no doubt about 
that. This is a time when three rating agencies, two, invited by 
the Ministry of Finance and one, on their own, rated us and they 
gave us positive outlooks, BB-+ (BB minus plus). And because 
of some steps we have taken, even in terms of foreign reserves, 
we have built up to $4.3 billion. It is moving. The excess crude 
account is also quite okay. It is just about $9 billion or so and of 
course, it is tied to the Sovereign Wealth Fund, it was never there 
before, $1 billion. And that is one area that economic ministers 
globally are commending the country on. And we want to also 
build on that. The outlook is very positive and we are committed. 
Yes, some youths are still looking for jobs but the jobs will come. 
The economy is positive. The Foreign Direct Investment within 
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this period alone is quite impressive. So, the future is hopeful. 
We are not sleeping because we are committed. Before we get to 
29th May, 2015, Nigerians will know that Jonathan and his team 
mean well for this country. 

AbubAKAr: There is a text message we got from 07032503080. 
The sender is asking, what is Mr. President doing about the poor 
state of Nigerian roads and expressways? Doesn’t government 
have enough funds to maintain them properly? 

President JonAthAn: The road sector is one of the key sectors, 
of course, you know. Unfortunately, the flood even worsened 
the case in some parts of the country. We have our challenges. 
But in the SURE Programme, we are introducing more funds 
and intervening on the roads. The problem we’ve had over 
the period, the country is vast with so many federal roads. So, 
probably because of the budgetary pattern, we spread it thinly 
across, instead of limiting ourselves to one section, within two 
or three years finishing it and going to another so that Nigerians 
can see it clearly. But every year, we spread it thinly. And we are 
refocusing on how we invest in our roads. Watch out, the floods 
are going down. We are working very hard and God willing, the 
situation on our highways will not be the same again. 

AbubAKAr: I think we go to issues of security. What can you 
tell us on Boko Haram and continuing proposition for dialogue? 
How far with the dialogue and what are the options?

President JonAthAn: Presently, government is not 
dialoguing with any group. There is no dialogue between Boko 
Haram and government. Though there was a news item saying 
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they are talking about dialogue, but the Boko Haram is still 
operating under cover. They wear masks. There is no face, so, you 
don’t have anybody to discuss with. You can’t even discuss any 
condition because there must be people who will come and have 
that ownership and say they are discussing with government on 
behalf of Boko Haram; but so far, nobody. What you read in the 
papers was read by everybody but there is no dialogue that is 
going on anywhere. 

oluJobi: Permit me please Mr. President, to ask one more 
question about the cost of governance. Your emergence as the 
President of Nigeria was totally against the norm, given your 
modest background. You had told Nigerians the story of your life 
over and over again. It is a story that inspires us. And Nigerians 
love you for this story. They think you are a man raised from 
among us, ordinary people, to keep things real in Aso Rock. But 
on your watch, Aso Rock is using N300 million to buy dinner 
sets, N1.7 billion for food, N375 million for refreshments. Your 
Excellency, Nigerians are thinking there is a disconnect between 
these figures and the man that they perceive you to be, the man 
that they trust, the real man that they thought would keep things 
real in this place. Are these figures real, Your Excellency? 

President JonAthAn: Maybe one of these days, you will 
interview the Permanent Secretary in the State House to brief you 
on some of these figures. Those who know me and come around 
me know I even eat two times a day. I eat breakfast and dinner 
and the food I eat is not expensive and you can ask anybody. But 
there is a lot of misconception about the State House or Villa or 
The Presidency. In fact, I told the Vice President or Chief of Staff 
that probably in the 2014 budget, there are quite a number of 
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parastatals put under the State House that I will ask the Finance 
Minister to bring out and she must have a way of placing them. A 
number of parastatals were placed under the State House. When 
people ask ‘how can the State House be spending this money?’ 
the thinking of the average Nigerian is that the State House is the 
President and the wife and the children and the Vice President 
and the wife and the children. That is the thinking of the 
ordinary Nigerian when they say the State House. The National 
Boundary Commission is under the State House and there are 
quite a number of parastatals placed under the State House. The 
issue of cutlery sets, if you are privileged to visit countries like 
Ethiopia and they expose you to a dinner, dinner sets that you 
use to serve Presidents of the world, it’s not even what I use, I 
don’t need them, it’s not what I use, as a country, no matter what 
you think, Nigeria is a country that has respect and there is a 
minimum you can go in terms of managing situations. Either 
you contract these things out; in that case, you don’t even need 
these cutlery sets as they are not for the day-to-day use of the 
President and the Vice President. No. I didn’t look at the total 
costs because I don’t expect that to be an issue. And when you 
talk about feeding in the State House, Nigeria hosts a number 
of programmes. Somehow, we have not hosted AU but we have 
hosted several ECOWAS meetings, we host visiting Heads of 
State and so on and so forth. Where do you get the money to 
spend? When you say this amount is for food in the State House, 
it is definitely not to feed Mr. President and his family or the Vice 
President and his family. There is a lot of misconception about 
that. 

isiguzo: Mr. President, let’s return to security again. You’ve 
spoken about Boko Haram. The last media chat, questions were 
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asked about Boko Haram bombings and why you have not 
visited those areas particularly in the North East. And one of 
the former Heads of State once said that the real Boko Haram 
is in government. And you mentioned it in passing that Boko 
Haram is even here. And another person also said you should 
have applied the Odi solution. Incidentally, Odi is in your state. 
What are your comments on these? 

President JonAthAn: Maybe I’ll ask you, what do you mean 
by the Odi solution? 

isiguzo: He said you should have applied the Odi solution.

President JonAthAn: What do you understand by the Odi 
solution? 

AbubAKAr: I think the Head of State he is quoting said you 
should have applied maximum force. 

President JonAthAn: Maximum force?

isiguzo: Yes.

President JonAthAn: Luckily, he talks about Odi. Incidentally, 
when that matter came up, I was deputy governor of Bayelsa. 
And I can give you the narrative of what led to the Odi crisis. The 
peak of the activities of the militants was when 12 police officers 
were killed in cold-blooded murder. Of course, that made the 
federal government to now invade and attack Odi. After that 
invasion, myself and the governor entered Odi. Ordinarily, the 
governor and the deputy ought not to move together under a 
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situation that is not so secure. We entered houses, we saw some 
dead bodies. Most people that died were old men and old women 
and children. None of those militants was killed. If bombarding 
was to solve a problem, it never solved it.  And of course, if 
the attack on Odi had solved the problem of militancy in the 
Niger Delta, then the Yar’Adua government which I also had the 
privilege of being the Vice, would not have come up with the 
Amnesty Programme really. That is to tell you that the attack on 
Odi never solved the militancy problem. Even people would tell 
you that it escalated it. It attracted international sympathy and 
a number of people began to say things differently and we had 
more challenges after that attack on Odi as a state. 

AbubAKAr: Let us get back to the tweets. We have 
Chukwuemeka here saying, Mr. President, any President that 
fixes Benin-Ore road and Power will be the best President ever. 
Will you? 

President JonAthAn: (Laughs) Jonathan will be the best 
President ever. He should just wait because I will fix the Benin-
Ore road, my government, the team is here, the Vice President 
is here, the Works Minister, the Finance Minister, the Petroleum 
Minister, all of them are here looking at me, we will fix the 
road and of course for power, it is one area I know Nigerians 
appreciate that we are moving. We are yet to get to 24 hours of 
light in our cities but you will agree with me that the difference 
is clear. If it has improved significantly, we will continue to 
improve. By this time, we would have been getting 24 hours 
of light and probably big guys like you wouldn’t have been 
fuelling your generators again. The only problem we have is our 
transmission infrastructure is weak. A number of projects are 
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going on and we believe before the first quarter of next year, we 
would have completed quite a number of infrastructure projects. 
We moved from 2007, a little below 3,000 megawatts production 
average but now, we are generating more than 5,000 megawatts. 
But because of the weakness of our transmission infrastructure, 
we cannot evacuate all. And we’ve seen a reasonable stability. 
Before the middle of next year when most of these transmission 
infrastructure would have been completed, power would stabilise 
generally. And this dry season, we are going to intervene on that 
road. From Lagos down...Lagos, Ibadan... 

AbubAKAr: Exactly! There is this tweet Mr. President about 
the Lagos-Ibadan Expressway!

President JonAthAn: I know that question will come. 

AbubAKAr: It says, what is the state of the Lagos-Ibadan 
Expressway that has been concessioned to Bi-Courtney? 

President JonAthAn: You see, that is the problem. That road 
has been with Bi-Courtney since we came onboard in 2007 or so 
and I think we are going to take the final decision on the matter 
because it looks like the company may not be in a position to do 
it and I don’t think as a responsible government, we can continue 
to allow Nigerians to suffer. That is the busiest road in this 
country. It is beyond South-West. And all of us in government, 
we feel pained that the country is held ransom because of a 
transaction that probably was not consummated properly. There 
are some kinds of issues but we cannot continue that way. We 
will intervene on that road. 
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AbubAKAr: Mr. President, to tell you how interactive this 
Media Chat is, there is a tweet relating to what you just said. 
Suleiman Azika is asking, if Mr. President does not believe in 
monetisation, why does he not repeal the policy?

President JonAthAn: I said that the policy, theoretically, is 
good but we have implementation challenges. Let me give an 
example, you see, when you repeal a policy, there are some cases 
where you repeal but when you repeal a policy, policy somersault 
is another thing that people are not too comfortable with. Since 
the policy is good theoretically, what is it that we must do to 
make the policy work practically? Let me give you the issue of 
housing I raised, using Bayelsa as an example. I remember I told 
the person who came to brief us, in terms of going to school, I’ve 
also gone to school to a reasonable level, in terms of exposure, 
as at that time as a deputy governor, a President could appoint 
me as a minister, where will I stay in Abuja? It was year 2000 or 
so. I didn’t have a house in Abuja. So, where will you expect me 
to stay? So, I have to go and hire a house befitting a Minister of 
the Federal Republic. That wouldn’t have been a problem in the 
United Kingdom where you have a mortgage system. Because 
in Nigeria, the mortgage system is not working and that is one 
of the areas. If you follow up on our last retreat on housing, it is 
to develop a strong and viable mortgage system so that, if today, 
someone has been the headmaster of a school in my village and 
he has no house in Abuja and you appoint the person as minister 
and he comes to Abuja, he should be able to access funds 
because the money is there. If after six months or a year, Mr. 
President drops such person, and he can’t continue the payment, 
of course, the company will take their money when they sell 
the house. That’s one of the things we are doing, to develop a 
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viable mortgage sector. Then, of course, the transport sector, I 
talked about people being afraid of moving across the country 
because the transport system is not too good. There are the areas 
the government would want to look into, so, it is challenging to 
implement the policy. We have to manage it. But we will now 
have to look at those things we must do to make sure the policy 
is implemented in a way that people will not abuse it. 

AbubAKAr: We appear to be running out of time Mr. President. 
But before we allow you to round off this media chat, let me read 
this tweet. Omonakwe Henry is saying Mr. President, you are 
an icon I look up to. Nigeria is a complex country to handle; 
please, carry on with your transforming policies. On that note, 
Mr. President, we will want you to round off this media chat by 
telling Nigerians your message.

President JonAthAn: I have to thank you again for this 
opportunity given to me to have this conversation with Nigerians. 
And I assure Nigerians that we will be holding this conversation 
probably quarterly because the idea is not for Mr. President to 
come and defend actions or inactions of government but the idea 
is to have a conversation and cross-fertilisation of ideas so that 
people will get opportunity to listen to the issues that are dear 
to their hearts just like Gbemi said today. I am thankful to all of 
you who have participated in the programme and let me reassure 
you all again, our country is moving. Our economic indices are 
okay. The future is quite bright. We have our challenges definitely 
as every other nation but we are progressing and before the 29th 
of May 2015 when Jonathan and his team would have concluded 
their 4-year assignment, definitely, Nigerians will have something 
positive to remember us by. 
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AbubAKAr: Mr. President, I’m being told we still have more 
time, so, we may want to go to some other issues particularly 
foreign affairs. Tell us the implication of President Obama’s 
victory for Africa and Nigeria Sir!

President JonAthAn: You see President Obama’s victory is 
the best thing that has happened to the black man within this 
period. He is the first black to be elected President of the most 
powerful country presently. And if he did not secure a second 
term, the conclusion would have been that a black man is not 
good enough and that was why he couldn’t come back. That alone 
makes me happy. Yes, Obama may assist African nations just like 
the United States government has been assisting African nations 
in terms of our security challenges and a number of things. They 
will do, but the most important thing for us who are blacks, is 
that it is a clear case that we can do well when the environment 
is okay. That is a good motivation for us all. 

oloJA: Mr. President, there is this issue I believe we must 
address quickly. There is this nexus between quality education 
and development. Now, in the recent rating of 10 top universities 
in Africa, eight are from South Africa. And in the global context, 
you find that of 10 top universities in the world, eight are from the 
United States and two or three from the United Kingdom. What 
are you doing to ensure that our universities, one of which used 
to be No. 4 in the Commonwealth, specifically the University 
of Ibadan, which is now No. 40 in Africa, is in the list? What 
are you doing to restore the lost glory of education in Nigeria 
because with that we will get development? 

President JonAthAn: Martins, thank you. If you’ve been 
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following up, you will agree with me that we’ve been taking 
quite a number of steps in terms of bringing our education 
system to what it should be. It is quite unfortunate that things 
have really gone down in this country. Let me tell you about 
the recent ones. We looked at the tertiary education, we set up 
a committee to go round and look at the 36 universities owned 
by the federal government and the 36 universities owned by the 
state governments and they came back with a report. When they 
presented that report to us in the federal executive council, we 
felt touched. You are quite aware that university education is on 
the concurrent list, the federal government owns universities 
and the states own universities. We agreed that the presentation 
should also be made to the Governors Forum during the National 
Economic Council Meeting and it was made to them and the Vice 
President, the Minister of Education, the Finance Minister, and 
the Planning Minister were also there. At the end of the day, they 
set up a committee. We believe and we agree that we cannot play 
politics with our tertiary education and our education generally. 
A committee has been set up and we are going to intervene. 
Before this time, we had set up a committee to look at our best 
brains and we are coming up with a programme to encourage our 
first class graduates and enable them to go to the best universities 
in the world. There are even some powerful countries that don’t 
have universities there, I was surprised. I don’t want to mention 
names because it is not proper for Presidents to mention names 
of countries but we are committed. Collectively, all of us must 
bring back our education system generally to where it should 
be. Even at the primary and pre-primary level, the number of 
dropouts is quite high in some states. It is totally unacceptable. 
In some states, it is even over 50 per cent. In a state like Imo, 
it is zero but in some states, it is almost 50 per cent. So, we are 
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looking at all these and are taking the necessary steps. We will 
certainly get back to where we used to be. I can assure you that 
the system started dropping from a very long time. We didn’t 
just get to where we are. If you read these reports, we didn’t just 
get to where we are. To move high too, it has to follow the same 
curve. But we will move faster if we work hard. 

oluJobi: On the aviation industry Mr. President, everybody 
assured me that if I didn’t leave Lagos yesterday, I would miss 
this event. That says a lot about the state of that industry. Richard 
Branson, a man known all over the world as a business wizard, 
said that the workings of that industry in Nigeria are simply 
beyond human comprehension. And the investors who have 
tried to play in this field have also gotten their fingers burnt over 
and over again. What is the problem with the sector and what 
are you doing about it? 

President JonAthAn: The aviation industry is an industry 
that is dominated by the private sector all over the world. The 
most successful airline is BA. I believe so. Everybody knows about 
BA. In almost every airport you get to around the world, you 
see BA. BA is a private sector business. Yes, some governments, 
Ethiopia for instance, have Ethiopia Airlines. Nigeria had Nigeria 
Airways which crashed with the shipping lines and others but 
basically it is an industry that is dominated by the private sector. 
The government provides infrastructure. And in this, you will 
agree with me, we are trying. Maybe before the end of next year, 
you will see that most of our airports will be wearing new look. 
The security infrastructure will be there. So, everybody can do 
business in Nigeria. But sometimes, the question you asked, I 
also ask myself and I also ask the experts. Why is it that so many 
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private people come up with airlines in Nigeria but after some 
time, they collapse? We are giving incentives now, whether you 
are bringing aircraft for commercial use or you are bringing 
spare parts, we are giving all the incentives to make sure we sort 
out these issues. I think it is an area we want to have a retreat 
on next year. We want to bring the experts within the country 
and outside the country to sit down and analyse what are the 
fundamental problems we have in the aviation sector and what 
we must we do to make sure that we get out of where we are 
now. That is quite challenging in terms of movement but we will 
resolve it. If there’s anything, government will do it. The Central 
Bank itself made a lot of provisions and soft loans to that sector. 
But it never worked. So, putting money has not even worked. 
What is the factor? What is responsible? Is it management issues? 
We will do some research work. Maybe we will also invite you 
when we want to have that retreat. But we will have the retreat in 
January on the aviation sector.

isiguzo: Mr. President, I want to ask about the issue of 
reports because when you go on these retreats, they produce 
more reports. You have so many outstanding reports that white-
papers are being awaited and so on. And the process is slow. We 
just set up committees, get reports, white papers are not out, 
the implementation stage is delayed and from presentation of 
reports, scandals and controversies come up around them. So, 
what are you going to do about these reports because they are 
critical to moving forward as it were? 

President JonAthAn: In most cases, people don’t understand 
how government works. You see, when a government is 
implementing a report, you may not know that the report is 
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being implemented. You will know retreats are being held, the 
recommendations, but the implementation is done by various 
departments of government. Some may need to have budgetary 
provisions. When it is being implemented, people may not know. 
People may think that the reports are not being implemented. No. 
Most of these retreats, you will even see that myself and the Vice 
President will sit in there for the whole day. Look at the power 
sector for example. We had a retreat on the power sector. As at 
that time, one of the key problems we had was gas. Everybody 
was saying, gas, gas and gas. We now said Minister of Petroleum, 
this has been identified. The Minister of Petroleum now came 
up with a policy for emergency gas supply and now, we have 
more gas but people may not know. People will talk about the 
negative; it is the one that interests people. Why are we having 
power today? Because after that retreat, the ministry said, this is 
an emergency. They tackled it and now, we have more gas than 
is required for our generating plants. People may not know but 
reports are being implemented. We may not come and publish in 
the papers that we are implementing this and implementing that. 
You see the only way to assess government is to look at those areas 
that they have promised they are going to do something, are they 
doing them? Are we seeing improvements? That is how you know 
a report is being implemented. Reports are being implemented; 
we don’t need to announce it. I just have to mention the issue of 
gas and power because that is an area every Nigerian will know 
whether you are living in my village or Zamfara state. If power is 
improving, you will notice that power is improving. If it is road, 
the road in Yenagoa, somebody living in Ibadan may not even go 
there in 10 years or throughout his lifetime, he will not know. So, 
we are implementing. It is completely wrong to say we are setting 
up committees, recommendations are made and the reports are 
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not implemented. That’s not true. 

oloJA: Mr. President, how’s the First Lady?

President JonAthAn: She’s fine. She was in service with us 
today. What happened is that, you see, some Nigerians are always 
looking for negative things. She was ill. She received treatment. 
Immediately she came back, she was still recuperating. She 
couldn’t get back to her activities. But now, she is okay. She was 
in the service with us today. And I even think two days back, she 
even received some youth groups. She is okay. 

oluJobi: I have a question about the cost of fuel. I’m passionate 
about that. The International Energy Agency (IEA) says Nigeria 
loses $7 billion annually to crude oil theft. If somehow, the 
government is able to do something about this huge loss to 
Nigeria, if we don’t lose that, is it not that the desire to remove 
subsidy will be banished forever?

President JonAthAn: They are not the same; crude oil theft 
and subsidy and different things all together. The stealing of 
crude oil is not stealing your petrol, it’s not your PMS or DPK. 
The crude oil being stolen is being stolen from the pipe and 
they export to other countries. And that is one area we’ve been 
working hard if you have been following my pronouncements 
and my charges to security agencies and the relevant agencies of 
government, like NIMASA and others. And they are succeeding 
now, it is dropping drastically. But the issue of crude oil stealing is 
different from subsidy. They don’t go together. Maybe your logic 
is that if they are not stealing, the government will be making 
more money and if the government makes more money, they 
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can continue subsidising petroleum products. You see, one thing 
that you must know is that if a country will say they want to 
get free things, they can’t move anywhere. We are talking about 
our universities for example. It has degenerated to that level. For 
us to build those universities to a level where you and I would 
want Nigerian universities to be, we need money. You are talking 
about aviation. You are talking about rail. So if you spend all the 
earnings of government to be paying for the consumption of a 
few of us who are elite who have big cars, then we have no money 
to intervene in other areas. We can’t develop as a nation; we can’t 
create the jobs we want to create because the infrastructure to 
support foreign direct investments will not be there. God willing, 
we will stop this issue of stealing of crude oil and even if we earn 
a little more money, it would not automatically mean that that 
money has to be used for our own consumption. But one thing 
you must know is that if they steal your crude oil from a pipe in 
Bayelsa State, and if our OPEC quota is 2.5 million barrels per 
day, we will still find a way to produce that, so, we are losing from 
our reserves. We are wasting the wealth of the future generation. 
It is a little more complicated in terms of crude oil theft and it 
may not really translate to the way you are looking at it. 

AbubAKAr: Mr. President, maybe the very last question before 
we round off. It is the issue of performance contracts and the 
fact that there are many Acting CEOs spread across now. The 
question is when will these existing vacancies be filled?

President JonAthAn: Very soon. You see, any section of the 
country that says they are marginalised in appointments, we are 
saying let us assess and the remaining appointments, let us take 
an inventory and see whether actually some in some political 
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zones are benefitting more than others. So, that is suspended for 
now. Unfortunately, it is within a period when these vacancies 
came up. But we will fill them very quickly before the end of the 
year to make sure that we balance the equation. Marginalisation 
is always coming up in the Nigerian political environment. 

AbubAKAr: So, your message now Sir. 

President JonAthAn: I’ve said it all. That I want to thank 
Nigerians for this interface, for this dialogue, for these discussions 
I’m having with them and they should feel free to continue to 
make suggestions. We assure them that the country is moving 
forward, our economic outlook is positive, our agricultural 
revolution is real, and it is working and will continue to work. 
Yes, we have challenges in terms of security but we are also 
intervening robustly and we believe we will bring it under 
control. And Nigerians should not be depressed. If MAN is 
saying that yes, capacity utilisation is improving, that the number 
of companies registering as MAN members is improving, if the 
number of people going to the Corporate Affairs Commission 
to set up their businesses is improving, and in terms of foreign 
direct investment in the country, that is also improving and the 
economic outlook is stable, then, of course, you know that the 
country has hope. Our foreign reserves are increasing, including 
the $1 billion we have in the Sovereign Wealth Fund. The excess 
crude account is also increasing and it shows that we are prudent 
and mindful of tomorrow. That the country will not just wake 
up and go into recession! We are very hopeful. Though we 
have challenges, we are moving in the right direction which 
is reflected in our electoral process. Before this time, we know 
where we were as a nation. Our power sector is improving and 
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our road infrastructure will definitely improve. Let me reassure 
Nigerians again that Jonathan, the Vice President and our team 
will definitely leave something behind that Nigerians will be 
happy about. Thank you. 

AbubAKAr: On that note sir, we say thank you very much. 
Mr. Ikeddy Isiguzo, Chairman, Editorial Board, Vanguard 
Newspapers, thank you for coming. 

isiguzo: Thank you.

AbubAKAr: MArtins oloJA, Editor, The Guardian, thank 
you for coming. 

oloJA: Thank you.

AbubAKAr: And Gbemi Olujobi, Editor, Saturday Mirror.

oluJobi: Thank you.

AbubAKAr: On this note, we end this Presidential Media Chat. 
Until we come your way again, I’m Muhammad Kudu Abubakar 
saying good evening.
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senAMi: A very good evening to you out there and we are glad 
that you can join us tonight. It is a very special day, a beautiful 
Sunday evening. And indeed, this is one programme out there 
that so many people have been looking forward for. Before I 
start, let me introduce myself. I am Senami Ohiomokhare. 
You are welcome. Tonight, we are having a Presidential Media 
Chat with the President of Nigeria, President Goodluck Ebele 
Jonathan. Mr. President, a very good evening to you and thank 
you for joining us. 

President JonAthAn: Thank you.

Senami: I am not alone. To also talk to the President, I have 
to my immediate left, Shehu Dauda. Shehu Dauda is Editor-in-
Chief, Capital Post. Mr. Dauda, thanks for joining us. 

dAudA: Thank you very much. 

senAMi: Also here tonight is Nosa Igiebor. Nosa Igiebor is 
Editor-in-Chief, TELL Magazine. 

igiebor: Thank you. 

senAMi: My very senior colleague, it’s nice to have you.

igiebor: Thank you. 

senAMi: Also in the house tonight is Gloria Ume-Ezeoke from 
Channels Television. My friend and partner, Gloria!

uMe-ezeoKe: Thank you. 
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senAMi: Also here tonight is Shola Oshunkeye. Shola 
Oshunkeye is General Edditor, The Sun Newspapers. Shola, it’s 
nice to have you as well. 

oshunKeye: Thank you very much. 

senAMi: Mr. President, thank you for hosting us and thank 
you for having us here tonight. Backstage earlier, Shola said if 
he has the opportunity, the first thing he would ask you is, ‘how 
hot is your seat?’ Most people say the President is on the hot seat!

President JonAthAn: Thank you. The seat could be very 
hot or very cold. Both extremes make it a bit uncomfortable for 
any human being. Of course it’s hot in the sense that whatever 
happens in the country, people look up to the President. Just 
like as I mentioned in church today, all of us slept last night 
thinking that today, we will go to church to pray and thank God 
for our 53rd independence anniversary. Just a few minutes after 
midnight, about 22 students were killed in Yobe State. We got 
that information about 10 minutes after the incident happened. 
If you were me, as the President of the country, what will you tell 
the parents of those young students? I asked: Why did they kill 
them? Is it ethnic cleansing? In that case, these students, from 
which ethnic group are they? Is it because you don’t like the face 
of the President? Is it political? Which political party do they 
belong to? Is it religious? Those students, which religion do they 
belong to? Are they Christians? Are they Muslims? Or what? We 
can ask and ask. Is it poverty that some people try to attribute 
the excesses of some of these miscreants to? Can poor people buy 
AK-47 rifles? Can poor people buy ground-to-air missiles that 
can bring down an aircraft?  Can poor people have 20 to 30 or 50 
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or more Hilux vehicles that are used in patrolling to cause havoc? 
Definitely not! Look at what happened also in Nairobi. You see, 
when you are confronted with such situations, sometimes you 
need courage to push ahead. I always say that these are ephemeral 
challenges. It is very transient. With commitment, we will get 
over them. Immediately after service, I had a brief meeting with 
the service chiefs before coming here. I told them that we need 
to look at different ways of handling the security challenges we 
have. After I declared a state of emergency, the crises came down, 
but now, they are looking for soft targets such as students in 
hostels, places where you will not expect them, just to embarrass 
government. If the drumbeat is changing, then the dancer has 
to change his steps too. I assure Nigerians that we will continue 
to do what is right for this country without compromising the 
interests of the ordinary people.

senAMi: The security situation, Mr. President. Nigeria will 
be 53 in a few days. Is the security situation responsible for the 
low-key celebrations planned?

President JonAthAn: The low-key celebration is not because 
of the security per se. If you look at it, security has improved 
significantly. Even for a place like Maiduguri, for the last four 
years, they never had a Durbar, but within this period, they 
celebrated a Durbar. That shows that even in Maiduguri, which 
appears to be the centre-point of Boko Haram, it has calmed 
down. We said that we are not going to do any major celebration 
until 2014 so 2013 too will be low-key. The only ceremony we 
have, even as government, is the change of guards that normally 
happens every Monday in State House. It is something that 
happens every Monday but we always encourage people to come 
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and witness it because of the Independence. Instead of doing it 
on Monday, we will do it on Tuesday morning. That is the only 
ceremony we have and of course the Juma’at prayers and the 
church service. The low key is not because of security. The rest part 
of the country is safe for any celebration to go on. Even in Borno 
State, in Maiduguri, in Damaturu, you can do celebrations. It is 
just that these things happen in the remote areas, not extremely 
remote but it is outside the really-populated areas. The low key 
has nothing to do with security. It is just because government 
doesn’t want a big celebration. And, of course, government sets 
the stage for anything to happen. The ordinary people will not 
start doing big celebrations except government gives that kind of 
push. But next year, it would be a big one and people will enjoy it.

igiebor: It was a special privilege for Mr. President when 
Nigeria marked its 50th Anniversary. In a couple of days, we 
will be marking the 53rd Anniversary. Looking back now, and 
given your own experience as a leader of this country in the 
last three years, can you in your national broadcast on Tuesday 
boldly tell Nigerians that they are better off now than 10 years 
ago, or 20 years ago or particularly from when your party, the 
PDP, assumed leadership of the country in 1999?

President JonAthAn: Definitely, you know that Nigerians 
are better off. We have our challenges; no doubt about that. But 
in terms of improvements in our society, definitely! The standard 
of life of Nigerians now, compared to the past, is better. Before 
this time when we had fewer graduates, immediately you finish 
schooling, they give you a loan to buy a Volks car, they give you 
two-bedroom flat. Those who schooled were those who had school 
certificates even all those big people. In fact, if you read ‘Zambia 
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must be Free’ by Kenneth Kaunda, he said at Independence, he 
didn’t even know the number of graduates in the country. We 
talk about universities. How many did we have at independence? 
How many do we have today? We are progressing. I have been 
in charge for three years, and a few months. Within these three 
years alone, I made sure that every state has a Federal University. 
Before I took over, out of the 17 states in the southern part of 
the country, only three states, the last three created in 1996, 
Ebonyi, Bayelsa and Ekiti, did not have a Federal University. In 
the north, out of the 19 states, only 10 had federal universities, 
nine had no federal universities. Education is key. I tell people I 
came from a very poor background. Without education, you will 
not see Jonathan here. There would no reason I would have been 
here. But I was liberated because I had to go to school. For you to 
liberate any group of human beings, whether they are from the 
Southern creeks, or from the North, it is education. Ordinarily 
in Nigeria, basic education should be the exclusive preserve of 
the states. But we are still intervening because of the challenges 
we have, especially in the North. But when students pass through 
that basic education, we need to expose them to some level of 
tertiary education and I said that the way to start is to make sure 
that every state has a federal university. And we said let us start 
the 12. We don’t need to go and build big universities like Ibadan 
or Nsukka overnight. But they should start small. I even told the 
Minister of Education that they should not admit more than 400 
students at a time. My advice is between 250 or so because it’s 
not for commercial purposes. It is federal government-owned. 
But that as we form them, gradually, we begin to expand the 
departments, we begin to improve on the admission. But there 
should be a basis to see that every state has at least one degree-
awarding institution. And of course, the state governors too, 
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they are establishing. So, if the state establishes, that means at 
least, two in a state.You see the number of graduates we turn out! 
In those days, when you just finish as a graduate, government is 
able to employ all of them and give them car loans, we won’t be 
able to afford all those now. But overall, the standard of living 
has improved. Just look at the way we communicate. Before 
the PDP administration, even directors in ministries had no 
phones! As Assistant Director, I had no phone. But with the PDP 
administration, during Obasanjo’s time, we keyed in into the 
GSM. Now, my mother has a phone. Now we are talking about 
privatisation of the power sector. God willing, before the end of 
the first quarter of next year when the private sector would have 
taken over, on Monday, I’m going to release their assets to them 
and officially, give them their certificates in that ceremony, God 
willing, before the end of first quarter of next year, power will be 
reasonably stable in this country. And we can see what that will 
do to change our economy. So when you talk generally about the 
living standards and the way of doing things, it has improved 
significantly. Yes, we still have challenges, every human being 
wants the best and until they get the best, they feel that nothing 
is happening. The young people who were not born at 1960 may 
not know what we are talking about, but those of us who know 
about it, looking back, agree that a lot has changed and the PDP 
administration has done reasonably well.

uMe-ezeoKe: Mr. President, when you talked about having 
federal universities in all states, I wonder. Is it about having 
several universities or what the state of these universities is all 
about? Because at the moment, we have a big ASUU strike and 
you seem not to be saying anything. You are a former lecturer. 
How come we still have crises like this when we should be putting 
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an end to something of such? 

President JonAthAn: Crises in developing countries 
will continue whether at the primary school level, secondary 
school level or the tertiary level or even other departments 
of government. Those are things that you would expect in all 
developing countries. Look at during Rawlings’ time, there was 
a time they closed down universities in Ghana for one full year. 
I’m not saying we are going to do that. The ASUU strike is very 
unfortunate. Very unfortunate because just like you said, I’ve 
been a part of the system before I ventured into politics. Before 
now, there has never been a time that a government on its own 
decided to go and take an inventory of the infrastructure we 
have in both the federal universities and the state universities. 
We were not pushed to do that. We felt that we have schools 
and we must know what is there. We set up a technical team. 
They visited all the universities, all the hostels, took photographs 
and video records. And when they came to present to us at the 
federal executive council, I said look, this must be presented to 
all the governors. I asked the Vice President to do this during 
the National Economic Council meeting, because that is a body 
that is made up of all the governors, which is chaired by the Vice 
President, while the Finance Minister is a member, the National 
Planning minister is a member, my Chief Economic Adviser is a 
member and the CBN governor is a member. That is the platform 
with which we interface with the governors and discuss certain 
things. It was presented to them that day because it covered 
both federal and state universities. We didn’t go to the private 
universities. And we all saw the enormous responsibilities that 
we have as a nation. The Vice President couldn’t recognise the 
area he learnt his Architecture. We said this must change. But 
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you cannot change things overnight. And for ASUU to now go 
on strike and emphasise ‘oh, government must do something 
about infrastructure’, they didn’t tell us to do what we have done. 
For us to even take that inventory means we are committed to 
improvements in the university system. We are starting with 
N100 billion and we will continue to progress. We have funds 
apart from line budget. We also have funds from other agencies 
such as the Petroleum Technology Development Fund (PTDF) 
and the Tertiary Education Fund (TEF). We are now doing that 
for the polytechnics and colleges of education owned by the 
federal government. You cannot do that for fun. No government 
will want to expose itself. If I want to hide it, I will not expose 
it. For me to do that and document it means I want to confront 
it. So we expect ASUU to work with us now that government 
has come out clearly to identify the problems. We’ve taken 
inventory, photographs and video clips. Government is ready to 
make changes. It is very unfortunate that the ASUU strike has 
lasted for so long. If I say so, people will misunderstand me, but 
definitely politics has crawled into so many things we do. When 
you observe the way people do certain things, you have the feeling 
that something else is happening. You may be seeing something 
different but I will use this opportunity to call on ASUU that 
for the sake of our children, they should call off the strike. 
They are emphasising on their allowance, what they call earned 
allowance, N97 billion. I said these allowances are supposed to 
be paid differently from the internally-generated revenue of your 
universities. Even if we give ASUU 100 percent of what they are 
asking for, as long as we still manage the universities the way we 
are managing them, further strikes will come up in one way or 
the other. In some countries, maybe you go to the United States 
of America, lecturers don’t receive the same amount of money. 
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If you are a Professor in one particular field, if it is a field that 
very few people are experts in, your price is higher, they pay you 
differently. If you are a professor in another field where there are 
more people, you earn lower. Until we get to that level where 
the universities which claim to be autonomous will actually be 
autonomous in terms of funding! Here we say the Minister of 
Education has no role in making an appointment in a university, 
that the universities can appoint Vice Chancellors, that they 
appoint and just tell you! If you say you want to be autonomous, 
that means you can employ the number of people you want but 
the money is coming from somewhere else. And you are saying 
the group that provides the money has no role, it cannot control 
you! So, until it gets to a point that autonomy will translate 
to other areas because autonomy without responsibilities is a 
potential for crisis and that is what we are suffering. Because if 
you talk about earned allowance, it is supposed to come from 
the internally-generated revenue of a university. If the university 
is unable to generate enough, we say, okay we will help. But they 
are now making it a key thing by saying that that they will not 
call off the strike because of that. It is not compulsory. We are 
only assisting.

oshunKeye: You were party to the 2009 agreement as a Vice 
President at the time.  Why is the government finding it difficult 
to implement it now? 

President JonAthAn: I think there are some issues in the 
2009 agreement that those who sat down to do the negotiations 
did not think through well enough. There are certain things 
they themselves know and agreed that you cannot implement. 
How, for instance, can you say that assets of government should 
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be transferred to the universities? The universities don’t have 
asset-management companies. Federal government has so many 
assets and government doesn’t take care of universities alone. If 
we transfer assets of government to the universities, what of the 
armed forces and others? We are here because of the people who 
are on the road, it’s not only the universities. 

oshunKeye: But Sir, why is it difficult to be faithful to some 
of those things that you agreed with because that is the crux of 
this matter?

President JonAthAn: We are faithful. Even after the 
so-called 2009 agreement, there have been other strikes and they 
were called off. 

uMe-ezeoKe: Many of them stemmed from the 2009 
Agreement. 

President JonAthAn: They were called off. This particular 
strike is beyond the 2009 agreement. I don’t think the issue is the 
2009 agreement. Because we have agreed on all the core issues 
in the 2009 agreement apart from the ones that talked about 
transferring assets of government. You just can’t do that. I don’t 
know how that got into the so-called agreement.

oshunKeye: Why can’t we start from somewhere, solving the 
basic problems to kick start a resolution?

President JonAthAn: Okay, what do you think is the key 
problem that has made them not to call of the strike?
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oshunKeye: For instance, the issue of quality of classroom 
infrastructure!

President JonAthAn: That is what I just told you. It is not right 
for them to say that that is the key thing.  I am telling you that the 
government was not forced into that but we, on our own, decided 
to set up a team to go and take inventory of the infrastructure. 
So, they should not capitalise on it. Even if you have all the 
money in the world now, you cannot change things overnight. 
We are releasing N100 billion to start with.  Let us progress. That 
N100 billion is extra, outside the line budgeting. And I told you 
that we’ve also set up another team to take inventory of what we 
have in our Colleges of Education and Polytechnics. And this is 
the first time we are approaching the problem with very serious 
commitment. Just like when we talk about road infrastructure 
in the country, we have not reached where we want to go but 
you will agree with me there is significant improvement in the 
country, even despite the floods of 2012. When people travel 
during Christmas period, they normally stay on the road and 
sleep there, we no longer experience that. We still have our 
challenges but you have seen the commitment of government. 

senAMi: Mr. President, quite a number of tweets are coming 
in to us and a number of them are asking same questions which 
are on ASUU. You started some of them. But the crux of the 
matter still remains that students have been at home for the last 
three months and from what you have said, it seems as if they 
will be at home for much longer. How do you intend to put an 
end to this deadlock and get the students back to classes?

President JonAthAn: The members of ASUU are our own 
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people, our brothers and sisters. They are our friends. We will 
continue to appeal to them to reconsider their stance and go 
back to work. They should consider the plight of the young men 
and women in the universities. And they should look at the 
commitment of government. We have been quite transparent 
and we have been very sincere. My commitment to make positive 
changes is total but we can’t do everything overnight. And if 
you see the sincerity in government and even the extra thing 
government is doing, I just told you we had taken inventory, it 
never happened before. Before you do something very well, you 
must know the enormous challenges that you have. Otherwise, 
you will be wasting a lot of money. We have the document to show 
the level of decay of infrastructure in Nigerian universities from 
the hostels to the classrooms to the theatres to the laboratories, 
the libraries and the cafeterias and so on and so forth. You 
can’t insist that except we close down other departments of 
government and bring all the earnings of government and solve 
the problems overnight, that you will not go back to work. We 
should all plead with ASUU to go back. 

dAudA: Mr. President, people are not very much concerned 
about ASUU. It is you that was elected, we didn’t elect ASUU. So 
we look up to you to solve the problems of Nigeria.

President JonAthAn: That is what we are saying. Because of 
the situation in the country, just like the first question you asked, 
how hot is the seat, the state-owned universities for example; is it 
Mr. President that will provide the infrastructure? Then, you ask 
yourself, why should a lecturer in a state-owned university go 
on strike if Mr. President has done something wrong? Why? Is 
it done anywhere in the world? The state-owned universities are 
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owned by the states. These are questions we must ask ourselves 
and we must begin to look at our labour laws because of excesses. 
There is nowhere in the world even in the developed societies, 
even as human beings, it is not possible to get the maximum of 
our expectations. But you must see the level of commitment of 
government and you must be able to judge. Yes, if we promise, 
give us time, we will get there. Why should lecturers in a state 
owned university go on strike if Mr President is not doing well? 
In a country where we talk about a federal system, where the 
states are semi-autonomous components of the federal system, 
where the President does not control the resources of the state, 
why should what happens at the centre affect the universities at 
the state level?

oshunKeye:  Is it part of the reason why you said earlier on 
that there is politics in all of this? I wonder what politics has got 
to do with it!

President JonAthAn: Well I won’t comment on that. There is 
politics everywhere you know. In everything!

senAMi:  Mr. President, the shortfall in revenue allocation 
seems to be a big challenge to this government. Some opposition 
members claim that this administration, this government, is 
bankrupt. As the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
what is the true state of the Nigerian economy? 

President JonAthAn: You see, just like he asked me and 
talked about politics, sometimes people play politics with serious 
issues. But for anybody to wake up and say Nigeria is bankrupt, 
how do you judge that Nigeria is bankrupt? You don’t just wake 



up from your dream or sleep and say Nigeria is bankrupt. 
Nigeria, as a nation, in terms of foreign direct investment coming 
into Africa, more interest is in Nigeria. Talk to your colleagues 
outside. In fact, I was given the privilege to ring the bell at the 
New York Stock Exchange and close the market for business that 
day. We had a meeting with President Obama that day before 
going for the meeting. And President Obama said, in fact, for 
them to give you the privilege, it shows that the Nigerian business 
environment is viable. That is an indication. Others know what is 
here in this country. A high percentage of the people investing are 
non-Nigerians. If Nigeria is bankrupt, they will move overnight. 
Every day, TIME magazine, Financial Times and so on, talk 
about the finances of the world. They have experts. Anybody 
who talks about Nigeria being broke is just playing politics with 
what he is supposed not to or talking out of extreme ignorance. 
What are the issues that came up? About June or July, because 
of the excessive vandalisation of crude oil pipes, a number of 
pipelines that convey crude oil to the terminals for export were 
closed down. Crude oil sales dropped significantly and it affected 
the revenue of the country. And for that, I think the states were 
being owed about N75 billion or so. They also saw the reason 
and they agreed and of course about last month, they said until 
they get that, they are not going to collect their money. It is not 
because they never had enough money for August or September. 
But they said except the outstanding is brought to the table, they 
won’t collect. As a matter of fact, the issue has been sorted out by 
the Finance Minister and the Petroleum Minister. But that was 
the issue. It is not because we did not earn enough money to pay. 
So, when they walked out from FAAC, no money was remitted 
to their states. For that reason, they couldn’t pay salaries. That 
does not mean that the government is broke. If government is 

 September 29, 2013 219



220 President exPlains

broke, there are parameters you use. For you to come out and 
say Nigeria is broke, you must tell Nigerians what yardstick 
you used. Let me even say the federal government does not pay 
salaries at the time salaries were supposed to be paid, that does 
not automatically mean the federal government is broke. There 
could be some delays in some revenue arrangements. Making 
that kind of statement is quite unfortunate. And that is why, 
especially those of us who are in politics who are by the grace 
of God and Nigerians who elected us to hold some of the offices 
we are holding, we should be mindful of what we say, especially 
when we are making statements about your own country no 
matter your political interests. It has nothing to do with whether 
you like the face of Mr. President or not. You must place your 
country first. You must show that kind of patriotism.

igiebor: Is it not also because of the peculiar arrangement 
in Nigeria where at the end of every month, the states send 
their finance commissioners to Abuja, meet with the Minister 
of State for Finance and the FAAC will reel out what we have 
earned. Is there no better way of fulfilling the requirements of 
the constitution of sharing revenue that accrues to the federation 
account without these monthly meetings and arguments and 
all that because it does not portray our country as one that is 
serious... because you just told Nigerians now that the world 
outside has a very fair view about the economy of Nigeria which 
is a very good plus for us but what we see internally seem to 
convey a contrary impression? 

President JonAthAn: I agree with you totally. The issue of 
FAAC, it has been established and if you stop it, people will 
raise a number of issues. I agree, not every country has that 



type of arrangement. We earn money. We release the figures. 
We have revenue-sharing formula. Ordinarily, we don’t need 
these meetings. Before, FAAC used to be rotated from state to 
state. Now, everything is being done in Abuja. Probably it is 
necessary; probably it is not necessary. I think the professionals 
can look at it. But I feel that if states get what is lower than their 
expectation, they can raise an objection. They don’t really need 
a gathering where people will begin to move out and protest as 
if we are in a secondary school. But one of the problems of a 
developing country is that we have to contend with some things, 
after a period of time, most of this FAAC or no FAAC thing will 
be sorted out. 

uMe-ezeoKe:  Your Excellency, You are the Commander-in-
Chief and of course, you are responsible for the nation’s integrity. 
But why is the country still battling to secure her oil from massive 
theft?

President JonAthAn: It’s not only Nigeria; every country has 
its own challenges. Unfortunately, we get our oil from all kinds 
of areas, on land, in the swamps, in the creeks and offshore. You 
see, it is easier to protect oil assets that are offshore. That is why 
most of the major oil companies are selling their assets onshore 
and moving offshore because of the kind of terrain. The network 
of pipes around the Niger Delta area, if you pass through that part 
of the country, you will appreciate it. When something starts in 
a small way, if it is not checked at that point, if it grows to some 
level, it becomes so difficult to control. By the time this issue of 
crude oil stealing started long ago, it started on a small scale. If 
government, as at that time, had been able to clamp down on it, it 
would have been easier for us but we’ve allowed this to stay on for 
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a very long time that Nigerians and non-Nigerians have invested 
in the business. It is a big-money business. They have so much to 
spend. You are pushing them and they are also pushing back. But 
I assure Nigerians that we are doing everything to bring it under 
control. Just like the issue of Boko Haram. Boko Haram didn’t 
start in the last two years. Sometimes people talk about Boko 
Haram as if Jonathan is the cause of Boko Haram. I was the Vice 
President when Yusuf was killed, the so-called founder of Boko 
Haram. And he was there before 2009. But it was not handled 
properly at the beginning, we allowed it to grow into a cancer 
and it becomes terrible. So also is the issue of vandalism and 
crude oil stealing. But I can assure you, I can assure Nigerians 
that we will bring it under control. It is a major challenge, but we 
are working day and night to overcome it.

uMe-ezeoKe: I’m worried right now. You said this, years ago, 
and you are still saying it right now!

President JonAthAn: It is not something you use a magic 
wand to wave off. I have told you that the level of interest within 
and outside the country is massive. But we are trying and are 
bringing it under control. What we are doing is to build a 
good security architecture that can confront it.  We must have 
a superior monitoring and intervention system which we are 
building. It is not something you do with a N100 billion. It is 
much more than that. It needs a lot of money but we will get 
there.

senAMi: Mr. President, many have argued that part of the 
problem of oil theft in Nigeria is the lackadaisical attitude of the 
security operatives. Some have also been found culpable in the 



issue of oil theft making it absolutely difficult to deal with this. 
How do you intend to tackle that before you talk about doing 
other things?

President JonAthAn: You have said it all. I agree with you 
that the approach, sometimes, if things happen and you do 
not take the right decisions, the result is impunity as they will 
continue what they want to do. And those are all the things we 
are tightening up. We meet very regularly now. We have different 
committees. Now even the states, at the level of the governors, 
have formed a committee to complement what the federal 
government is doing. I have just told you that we are changing 
our security architecture in terms of monitoring our pipelines 
and preventing the stealing of the crude oil. A lot of arrests have 
been made recently. It is not everything that is advertised. People 
have been prosecuted. So the way we are going, we will continue 
to bring it down and definitely we will get to the end.

igiebor: Some of the frustrations that the public expresses 
over this situation, it is their belief, rightly or wrongly, that many 
of the Nigerians that are involved in this business, like you 
mentioned, are highly-placed people and are connected with a 
lot of resources to invest in the business of stealing crude oil. 
What is your reaction to that?

President JonAthAn: I agree with you. Crude oil stealing is 
not done by poor people because you need a vessel to lift the oil 
across the ocean to go and sell. And if you are to sell a stolen 
product abroad, you also need some connections because the 
refineries abroad don’t take crude oil from just anybody. We also 
plead with our friends who are heads of states outside Nigeria, in 
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the West that they must also check their refineries. They have to 
help us. There is no reason why they should accept stolen crude 
oil from Nigeria. For you to sell stolen crude oil, that means that, 
even in the country that takes this crude oil, you must have a 
kind of cartel that will bring in the crude oil and pass it through 
their system to make it look like regularly imported crude oil. 
So it is not a business that a poor man will do. Senior people 
must be behind it, there’s no doubt about that. You may see some 
small boys going to blow pipelines to fix hose, those are just paid 
labourers. Those who are really behind it are senior people, very 
rich people. The poor people can just scoop little and pump a 
little for what you call their local refineries and get adulterated 
diesel that will damage engines. That is the best the poor people 
can do. But those who export the crude oil are not poor people.

dAudA: Mr. President, you attributed most of these things to 
politics. 

President JonAthAn: I didn’t say crude oil theft is politics.

dAudA: Sorry. Yes I know. I’m coming to what I’m trying 
to build Mr. President. 2015 is around the corner and a lot of 
activities are going on and Nigerians are very keen to know: are 
you contesting in 2015?

President JonAthAn: We have laws in this country. And I 
quite appreciate the fact that our electoral laws tend to regulate 
the political activities. Before the President of Ghana, John Atta-
Mills, died, I visited him and I read the papers and I noticed that 
his opponents had already started campaigning even though it 
was still two years before the next elections. And I asked, why 



should they start campaigning so early? He said they don’t have 
restriction. From the day you are sworn in, your opponent will 
start campaigning and it is so distracting because you are moved 
to also want to go and start campaigning.  You are running a 
government and at the same time, want to be on the field. It 
takes a lot to campaign. Nigeria is big. For you to go round this 
country, at least, you will spend one and a half months, that is, if 
you visit just the state capitals. So, the electoral law gives INEC 
the time to declare it open for political parties and those who are 
interested in elections to begin to do so and inform Nigerians.  
Because if you do it earlier, you will destabilise government. 
You will distract government. Any President, whether it is 
Goodluck Jonathan or any other person, as long as you still have 
the opportunity to contest or not to contest, if you declare it too 
early, you create more problems in the system. If you say you are 
contesting, it creates more problems. You don’t force a President 
to declare his interest. It is not right. It is even in the electoral 
law. Even if it is not a sitting president. Let’s say you now go and 
declare that you want to be a governor of your state, they will 
take you to court. You can’t go and declare. The electoral law 
has a time frame when political parties start their primaries and 
the time you are expected to declare your interest. Whatever you 
were doing, it is clandestine. You can tell your friends. A lot of 
people have been holding meetings silently who have declared. 

dAudA: Even Mr. President, very close aides of yours go about 
mounting billboards all over the country and no person has 
stopped them.

President JonAthAn: Billboards? I’ve not seen them. 
Billboards saying that I want to contest elections or I’m not 
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contesting elections? 

dAudA: Of course, Sir

President JonAthAn: I’m hearing for the first time. 
Definitely, I will ask my security people to investigate. After 
the 2011 elections, I directed that all my campaign billboards 
should be removed. There is no point seeing the President’s face 
everywhere you go. Nigerians know me. We are talking about 
development, not about seeing the face of the President. I asked 
them to remove all the campaign billboards. And if somebody, 
on his own, has gone to erect a billboard, I am hearing of it for 
the first time but when I leave here, I will definitely ask security 
operatives to go and find out.

uMe-ezeoKe: So we would like to ask again and understand, 
would you like to contest in 2015?

President JonAthAn:  It is not yet time. 

uMe-ezeoKe: Mr. President, don’t you think your silence is 
leaving room for a lot of negative speculations? 

President JonAthAn: Speculations can be positive and 
negative!

oshunKeye: Many people out there believe that the political 
activities we see around these days are actually based on whether 
you will contest in 2015 or not.



President JonAthAn: Whether I am contesting or not 
shouldn’t be an issue in a normal society. If Mr. A wants to be the 
next President of Nigeria, whether I am contesting or not, he will 
contest. My not declaring my interest does not stop him from 
preparing to contest. He doesn’t need to wait until Jonathan says 
he is not contesting. If you are interested, then go and be preparing. 
You don’t need to wait for me to say I am not contesting. Let’s say 
you want to contest as a governor of a state now, in a state where a 
sitting governor still has the opportunity to re-contest, you don’t 
need to wait for the governor to say I’m contesting or I’m not 
contesting. You go and prepare to contest. Or let’s say a Senator 
or a House of Reps or State Assembly member? Of course, if 
you look at the National Assembly, by law, a National Assembly 
member can continue to contest. Parliaments, by law, don’t 
really have any term limit. But people are preparing to contest 
Senate seats, House of Representatives seats and to contest in 
the Assemblies. Have those people informed them they are not 
contesting? So, if you want to contest, you don’t need to say you 
must know whether Jonathan is contesting or not. Then, you are 
not ready. 

oshunKeye: Mr. President, was there any time you signed or 
entered into an agreement that you are going to do a single term?

President: I didn’t sign any agreement with anybody. 

oshunKeye: Was there a gentleman’s agreement that after 
this tenure, you will not seek re-election?

President JonAthAn: With who?  I’ve told you, if I signed 
agreement with anybody, they would have shown you. A lot of 
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people are misinforming Nigerians. I was in Addis Ababa. That 
was the time I advocated a single tenure. I said that if you look 
at the politics of Nigeria, especially now that the country is just 
developing, how many years have we been in a democracy? Since 
1999. Just about 14 years. It is a very young period politically. 
Yes, the country is 53 years old as an independent nation and 
by January, we will be 100 years old as modern Nigeria but in 
terms of the political evolution, we started the First Republic, it 
collapsed, the Second Republic collapsed, the Third Republic, we 
didn’t even conclude it, after electing governors, it collapsed. This 
is the very first time that we have stayed up to about 14 years. And 
when you look at the way we go about our policy, I said to be more 
productive, probably, if a President has a single tenure of 7 years 
without interference, that probably it will be more productive 
even than the so-called 8 years. Then, I mentioned, when I was 
interfacing with the people that if I advocate that, people will 
say you want to do a four-year term after the late President and 
you want to go for another seven year single tenure and that will 
be almost 12 years. They will say you are selfish, you will serve 
12 years but you want others to serve 7 years. If we agree to that 
7-year single tenure, which I believe will be more productive for 
the country, I may not even be involved. I’m being sincere. I’m 
thinking more about the country. When I was interfacing with 
some Nigerians in Addis Ababa, they said I signed an agreement 
and I said they should show you the agreement. 

senAMi: Mr. President, recently, you sacked nine ministers. 
Someone just sent us this tweet, Olumide. He says Mr. President, 
can Nigerians know the reason why nine ministers were sacked? 
And sir, while some have applauded the fact that you have 
re-jigged your cabinet, some others have said that you could have 



done more, that maybe start from around yourself. 

President JonAthAn: Maybe I should sack myself? (General 
Laughter) 

senAMi: Definitely not. But some Nigerians feel that there are 
people around you that you should have started from. Also, there 
is a bit of confusion about whether those people were sacked 
because of the belief that they have an alliance with the G-7 
governors or because this is a truly cabinet reshuffle. 

President JonAthAn: It has nothing to do with G-7 governors. 
If you look at it, I dropped the Minister of Defence long ago. It 
was then followed by the Minister of Youth Development. How 
does that have to do with the G-7 governors? Even if you look at 
the ministers that were dropped, some of them are even from the 
states where the governors are perceived to be very close to me. 
What of Akwa Ibom? That minister was recommended to me by 
Akpabio.

senAMi: It was said that you fell out with him.

President JonAthAn: I don’t know of that. What of my Vice 
President’s minister? The former Minister of Environment from 
Kaduna State? Did I fall out with my Vice President? (General 
laughter) In government, from time to time, it’s like a football 
team, you have your 11 players, you are the technical adviser or 
the coach. Somebody may even be doing well but probably you 
look at the role the other people are playing, probably you feel 
you need to strengthen the strikers; you just remove one and put 
another one. If you think the pressure is on you and you need 
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to strengthen your defence, you remove somebody. It’s not that 
the person you are removing is not doing well. But sometimes, 
for some reasons, you want to do things slightly differently to 
achieve better results. Reshuffling of cabinet is a normal business. 
There is no President that doesn’t reshuffle his cabinet. 

oshunKeye: We know it’s your prerogative!

President JonAthAn: It’s not even about prerogative. Yes, you 
appoint you fire. But what I’m telling you is that it is supposed 
to even not be an issue. From 1999 that Obasanjo came as a 
President, he stayed eight years, Yar’Adua and then Jonathan. Is 
there any time that they didn’t change cabinet? So, why should 
Jonathan’s own be an issue?

senAMi: Mr. President, Olumide is asking why they were 
sacked. The reasons. Maybe it would boost the confidence of the 
people. 

President JonAthAn: I think people should be interested in 
how the government works, not people who do the job. Nigeria 
is first and the key thing is we are building institutions, not 
individuals.  So, even if Mr. Bottle is there and he is serving 
Nigeria very well and I remove Mr. Bottle and put Mr. Lantern 
there and he serves Nigerians better; that is what Olumide should 
be interested in. He should not be asking me why. It’s not right. 
If a minister commits an offence, we will tell Nigerians that he 
has done this and that and the minister should go. But if the 
minister does not commit any offence and you just feel that you 
need some replacement, as a technical adviser or a coach to a 
football team, you don’t need to rationalise it. Even in a football 



match, the coach is saying move to the right, move to the left, 
because he wants to score goals. 

igiebor: As an adjunct to Olumide’s question, after the last 
substantive Defence Minister left or resigned or was sacked, 
whichever is applicable, people expected that given the enormous 
security challenges posed by Boko Haram and others, you should 
have moved to quickly fill that position. Why has it taken so long?

President JonAthAn: A number of people talk out of 
ignorance. Sometimes, it is good to be close to government. 
Those who handle defence are the four service chiefs; Chief of 
Defence Staff, Chief of Army Staff, Chief of Naval Staff, Chief 
of Air Staff. These are the people who handle defence, not the 
civilian who handles the administrative things in the ministry. 
No. And that is why I don’t envy being a service chief. It is a 
prestigious position because that is the ultimate for a military 
man. But the day you are to be dropped, the President will invite 
you to his office, chat with you, and as you leave his office, a 
replacement has been announced because they will not allow a 
second to pass.  It’s just like a President. If anything happens to a 
President, even in the toilet, the next President will be sworn-in 
immediately because there is no provision for a gap. What 
applies to the Minister of Defence also applies to the Minister 
of Police Affairs. Who handles Police? It is not the Minister of 
Police Affairs. It is the Inspector General of Police. Who handles 
the Armed Forces? It is the service chiefs. There is no way you 
leave a gap in the appointment of service chiefs. But you can do 
away with a Minister of Defence. I can ask the service chiefs to 
report to me. But sometimes, people don’t really know and talk 
out of ignorance. In fact, the Minister of Police, look at the last 
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retreat we had, we are yet to discuss that document. One of the 
recommendations we had was that we should not even have a 
Minister of Police Affairs!

senAMi:  Sir, let’s look at security issues. I am sure of course 
you’ve been following reports from Kenya where there was a four-
day siege at the Westgate Mall in which terrorists killed about 67 
people and some other people are still missing. It turned out, 
from reports earlier today, that the Kenyan authorities had been 
warned that this was going to happen. Back home here, Nigerians 
are worried. There is palpable fear; tension in the air. Shoppers 
are worried to go for shopping now. They are not sure how secure 
their lives are. Earlier, you talked about over 20 students who 
were shot to death in their sleep in Yobe State just last night. 
People are worried. They are afraid. What are you going to tell 
Nigerians right now about the security situation? 

President JonAthAn: That is why I started this conversation 
from the security angle. If you look at the excesses of Boko 
Haram, Boko Haram was there before I even came in as a Vice 
President. Yes, when I was Vice President in 2009, there was 
a major confrontation that led to the killing of Yusuf, and of 
course, some senior police officers were killed, but the excesses 
started with bombing of the mammy market in Abuja. After 
that, the UN building was bombed in Abuja. Then, the police 
headquarters was also bombed in Abuja. At that time, we never 
had security architecture to really monitor and confront it. But 
we quickly built up capacity in all aspects and you will agree 
with me that you have never heard of bombings in Abuja again. 
I am not God so I cannot say it will never happen but what I can 
promise Nigeria is that within the limits of human competence 



that we have built, we will make sure that we don’t get to that 
situation. That I can promise, that we will continue to do our 
best. Of course, even outside Abuja. I mentioned to you that even 
in Borno State, if you talk about Maiduguri and Damaturu in 
Yobe, the security is tighter. But in some of these communities in 
the forest areas, it is quite challenging. It’s a very big country. But 
we are doing our best. I told you that even after Sunday service 
today, because of what happened in Yobe, I had a little security 
council meeting even before coming here. Even as we are talking 
now, I asked them to meet to see how they must change tactics 
to make sure that these embarrassing attacks are brought under 
control. But one thing about criminal activities all over the world 
is that when you are working they are also working. No country 
is safe. As sophisticated as some of these bigger countries are, 
they also have their issues and challenges. So, no President in this 
world will wake up and tell you that he doesn’t expect criminal 
activity in his country. It is not possible except you are claiming 
the powers of God.

senAMi: Mr. President, you said earlier that security chiefs 
answer to you and there have been several security challenges. 
You declared a State of Emergency in Adamawa, Yobe and Borno. 
This reduced tension for sometime but there has been a series of 
attacks again in the last three weeks as against the calm that had 
been experienced. What are you doing to arrest this?  

President JonAthAn: Of course, that is one of the reasons we 
had to meet. I agree with you that after the state of emergency, it 
calmed down a little but now issues are coming up again. So we 
need to be focused. We need to do things differently.  And I have 
asked the relevant actors to do what is right. I cannot say more 
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than that. Security issues are not issues you over-advertise. But 
we will be working harder.

oshunKeye: What is the biggest challenge facing your 
government in this campaign against terrorism? And also, 
the second one which is also related, an incident happened 
here in Abuja about one and half weeks ago in Gudu district. 
10 Nigerians were killed and there are various stories on what 
exactly happened. I am sure you have the information. Can you 
tell Nigerians what actually happened Sir?

President JonAthAn: I have been briefed about that. People 
have made confessional statements. When there are confrontation 
between security operatives and criminals in places where 
people live, one or two people who may not be criminals may 
be affected. Some innocent persons may have been affected in 
the exchange of fire but definitely, Boko Haram elements were 
involved. And if you monitor the global trend, because there is 
this feeling now about the Al-Qaeda network, those criminal 
gangs and terrorists have all kinds of linkages. The feeling was 
that in September they were going to bomb many cities across 
the world to commemorate 9/11, and it has happened in other 
parts of the world. What happened in Nairobi is even being 
linked to that. They also attempted to bomb Abuja within 
September and some of the people that were arrested confessed. 
In fact, they were leading the security operatives to where they 
suspected that arms were kept only for people to open fire on 
them. Of course, they had to return fire. Some people died in 
the process. I cannot say clearly that all the people who died are 
Boko Haram but definitely there were Boko Haram elements 
who had a confrontation with the security people. When people 



begin to make provocative statements, you begin to wonder if 
they mean well for this country. 

uMe-ezeoKe: But Nigerians want to know how much you 
have curbed this security challenge. You once said that Boko 
Haram elements have permeated your government. Do you still 
stand by that? 

President JonAthAn: I said Boko Haram members are 
also in some parts of the government, yes, I said that. But if 
you follow the recent trends, you should know that recently 
something happened in Nasarawa State where a police officer 
sold information to a criminal gang. Even in the North, some 
soldiers have been court-martialled for leaking information, 
betraying their people. In Borno State, a Senator is being 
prosecuted. A judge from Kano State had to be retired. These are 
all government functionaries. When I said that, it is not as if the 
whole government is infiltrated by Boko Haram. But there are 
examples in the judiciary, in the National Assembly and in the 
security services. A lot of betrayals! 

igiebor: Let us talk about something you always talk about 
with passion. That’s the power sector. Mr. President, because even 
your opponents agree that it is one of the major accomplishments 
of your government. You’ve just told Nigerians now that by 
Monday, the private companies that bought the generating 
and distribution companies will be given their certificates of 
ownership formally. In other words, there have been giant strides 
in that sector. The question some people are asking is, why is the 
government applying this selective privatisation thing because 
the greatest challenge you have, and you talked about it earlier, 
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is the dearth, the deficit, in our infrastructural development? 
Why does the government prefer, for instance, to award multi-
billion naira road contracts whereas if you create the enabling 
environment, the right legislation and the proper channels for 
commercial dispute resolution and a lot of private money would 
come into that sector. Nigeria’s youth population will give us a 
special advantage in terms of foreign direct investment of which 
you have just said Nigeria is the leading country in Africa. What 
is the challenge particularly in this aspect? 

President JonAthAn: Thank you. When you talk about 
selective privatisation, it is not selective privatisation per se. The 
privatisation process started long ago. We have almost finished 
privatising major government assets. But you cannot privatise 
everything the same day. Even the issue of the power sector 
privatisation, it was muted long ago. We are also consummating 
it. If you talk about road infrastructure, you see, change, all over 
the world, is resisted by people. Nigeria initially had some toll 
gates, but after some time, those toll gates were removed because 
the money was not really going to government because we 
couldn’t design our toll gates and monitor them with modern 
electronic systems like it is done everywhere in the world where 
money will go to the rightful place. Nigerians were paying, roads 
were not being maintained because government was not getting 
any money. It was useless. Over the period, Nigerians are used 
to driving on free roads. If you want to introduce toll gates, you 
have to do it gradually. You will not start by building toll gates 
across the country. In the first place, people will even feel that 
the road is bad, why are you putting toll gates. So, first of all, do 
the roads before you tax us; when you do the roads, we will pay. 
But if you start one day  to say you are tolling all your roads, 



even if you bring the private sector into it, the private sector must 
get their money. They are not charity organisations. Even before 
you hand over the roads to the private sector, you have to do it 
gradually and you cannot start with your major roads. If you 
do that, it would be like the subsidy issue. There will be riots in 
Lagos. 

senAMi: Mr. President, you also did mention the power sector. 
Let’s go back to that. Over time, in 2011, we heard that the power 
sector would have been made to generate 4,000 megawatts. That 
projection was moved. Today, we are still talking the same thing. 
Where does your government stand in revamping the power 
sector?

President JonAthAn: We are not talking about 4000 
megawatts or 5000 megawatts. No. I can tell you that starting 
from the week we are entering now to the first quarter of next 
year most of the NIPP generating stations will be ready for 
commissioning. I will be commissioning them and you will 
be listening to the speeches I make. You can aggregate all. But 
we are not too keen about telling Nigerian about megawatts. 
Nigerians don’t want to know about megawatts. Megawatts are 
not the issue because even if you generate and you don’t have 
the capacity to evacuate, then you have done nothing. Our 
transmission infrastructure is quite weak. As at the time we were 
talking about megawatts, we couldn’t have transmitted more 
than 5, 500 megawatts but we are now working on the whole 
chain. And with the privatisation of the gencos and discos, and 
using Manitoba to manage our transmission infrastructure, we 
will be able to provide adequate power for Nigerians. Our target 
is how we can stabilise power. How many hours do the people 
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living in Lagos have power? How many hours do people living 
in Abuja, Port Harcourt, Kano, Maiduguri, Yobe and so on have 
power? That is our interest. It is not to declare I am generating 
5,000 megawatts. If you are generating 15, 000 megawatts and the 
people don’t see the power, what have you achieved? Transitional 
phase everywhere is a problematic period. When you are moving 
from public ownership to private ownership, you will have issues, 
no doubt about that. So, I expect some issues but we will try as 
much as we can to reduce some of these issues to ensure that it 
is relatively smooth. But by the time we get over it completely, it 
will just boom. And maybe by then, Channels, AIT, will not be 
using generators again. 

dAudA: Mr. President, still on the power sector, your 
government seems to be concentrating only on thermal and 
hydro-power. Why are we not exploring wind and solar energy 
in this country?

President JonAthAn: Yes in every country you would want 
to use green energy, wind energy, solar energy. We are using 
solar energy a lot. If you travel, you will see a lot of solar-powered 
street lights but the solar technology is still limited. That is why all 
over the world people are still using thermal, gas and sometimes 
coal. We are also going into the use of coal. Hydro is a renewable 
source of energy. In fact, Hydro is the ultimate. Countries that 
have enough hydro-power are blessed. It is costly to build the 
dam but once you finish building the dam, maintaining the 
turbines cost much less and rain falls every year so water must 
constantly enter your dam and drive your turbines. But we don’t 
have enough hydro-power. In this country, we don’t even have 
one major dam that can give us 1,000 megawatts, 500 or 700. 



In countries like Brazil, one dam alone is giving them 10,000 
megawatts. If we have hydro which is a renewable source of 
energy, that is the ultimate. Gas is hydrocarbon. One day, it will 
finish. Even coal, it is also hydrocarbon and one day, coal will 
finish. In Nigeria, the good thing is that we are not exporting our 
coal deposits yet but we are also going into that. It’s also one area 
we are facing, to use coal, to use gas, to use hydro. But the issue of 
solar, the technology is improving every day. I remember when 
I was a deputy governor in Bayelsa State. When we installed our 
solar lights... in the evening, it is so bright, but by 5am when 
you come out they are gone because the batteries couldn’t store 
enough power to carry those street lights the whole night. So by 
4am, 5am when you go out everywhere is in darkness but the 
technology has improved significantly.

senAMi: Shola has a question. 

oshunKeye: The trend all over the world is bringing down the 
size of government, reducing the cost of running government. 
But in Nigeria, we have a kind of duplication in appointments. 
We have a minister, a minister has special adviser, and the 
special adviser has a special assistant and the special assistant 
has a special assistant and so on and so forth. What are you 
doing about this because it is part of the problem?

President JonAthAn: When you talk about the cost of 
running government, we are doing very well in terms of that. 
Recently we did a review of government parastatals. We wanted 
to shrink them more than we did but after the review, we still 
allowed some to stay. Sometimes people complain so much about 
political appointees as if that is the greatest problem we have in 
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running the government. What is the total salary of political 
appointees? It is not that much like people seem to believe. If you 
want to run government like a modern business, you will even 
have more problems because this is a country where a number 
of people are not fully employed. I remember when I was an 
undergraduate and some lecturers claimed they were socialists 
and capitalists. A lecturer once argued that why is government 
using bulldozers and all the heavy equipment to clear the road for 
construction. That why don’t they go and use people to construct 
roads! How can they ram the soil? What kind of truck will pass 
on that road? It is just like the earth roads that communities 
build and they use sticks to hit the earth. Theoretically like that, 
as a socialist, he thinks that will create jobs for the people, it 
is not balanced. For example, if you are a minister, for you to 
function efficiently, you must have people that are competent to 
help you. All over the world, you need people that are competent 
to help you. Recently, some people on social media published 
that the President of Nigeria travelled with 100 people. I travelled 
for a business forum and because of that, the people followed 
me. It was claimed that all those people were being sponsored by 
government. Government doesn’t sponsor people. And even in 
Africa, I travel with almost the least number of people but some 
of my colleagues, I don’t want to mention names, recently, we 
went to a country for a bilateral meeting. The agreement was that 
if we are going there, they will take care of us, if they are coming 
here, we will take care of them.  Normally, they take care of the 
President and his aides alone. But that agreement was arranged. 
By the time they came, if you see the number of people who 
arrived! But we had already entered into an agreement. In terms 
of resources, they see Nigeria as one of the rich African countries. 
But even me, when I travel, the people who travel with me are 



less than the number of people who travel with my counterparts. 
In some of these things, people don’t compare notes. For you to 
function effectively as a President, you need a number of people 
that will do a lot of jobs. That is why I always say that if you 
build strong institutions, if the president is sick for one month, 
you will not even know. The system runs because every aspect of 
government is manned by an officer of government that will do 
his work. So it is not SSAs and SAs that are our problem in this 
country. Definitely, not.

igiebor:  But you set up the Steve Orosanye committee?

President JonAthAn: Yes. But that has to do with the 
parastatals. Not aides of the President or aides of the Vice President 
or aides of ministers or aides of governors. But parastatals have 
a lot of overheads and of course capital expenditures. So if there 
are parastatals that are doing similar things, we felt that they 
can be merged to save costs. But the people in labour were a 
bit apprehensive because if you retrench people, you have also 
increased the number in the labour market. They will even tell 
you that in some countries, there are people who don’t even 
work but are getting money so why do you want to retrench 
people who are even working. Of course, we don’t have a social 
security system where people get social support pay. In fact, I 
even asked the Minister of Planning then, Dr. Shamsuddeen 
though he is no more with us, that let us aggregate. People talk 
about employment, the Bureau of Statistics will have their own 
figures, based on their estimates; let us take an inventory of how 
many unemployed people or extremely under-employed people 
we actually have. So many Nigerians are employed but not to the 
optimum. Maybe a graduate is supposed to earn X amount of 
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money and he is earning X-Y amount, that is underemployment. 
But those who are not employed at all, how many are they? 
And let us also focus on our own areas where we want to create 
more jobs. The YOUWIN programme, the NAGROPRENUERS 
programme and other products we have to create jobs for our 
youths. And let us see whether it will be possible for us to pay any 
little amount to them and how we can go about that. They are 
still working on it and the report is not yet ready. You must see 
the figures before you can make any kind of commitment as a 
President otherwise you will go and put yourself into the ASUU 
strike situation and they will say that the President agreed to do 
this and he has refused to do it.

uMe-ezeoKe: Mr. President, in spite of the fact that President 
Obama actually praised our business environment and applauded 
many other things, the whole problem the international 
community has against us is corruption. They say it seems it is 
business as usual here and that there is even nothing to suggest 
that we are even winning this war. Are we winning this war?

President JonAthAn: When you talk about corruption, 
Transparency International, I like the words they use, Corruption 
Perception Index. Perception is often different from reality. But 
perception is critical. Some people quote Adolf Hitler who is 
said to have claimed that if you quote a wrong thing 1,000 times, 
it becomes the truth. So, if every journalist who wants to talk 
says that the problem of Nigeria is corruption, if every member 
of civil society who wants to say something says the problem 
of Nigeria is corruption, if all our priests, whether Christian 
or Muslim, who want to talk, either at a wedding ceremony or 
burials, talk about corruption, the feeling is that corruption 



is our number one problem. There was a time we invited civil 
society people. We said for any key thing in this country, what 
could be responsible. We gave options. Is it finance, government 
competence that made us to be where we are today? We listed 
various parameters including corruption. It would interest you 
to know that corruption was not number one, not even number 
two among the members of the civil society. The Coordinating 
Minister of the Economy and Minister of Finance also told me 
about a study by the World Bank in which they asked people 
about the challenges of doing business in Nigeria and corruption 
ranked third. They asked businessmen doing business in Nigeria, 
what is your greatest problem in Nigeria? 

senAMi: What were the first and second, Mr. President?

President JonAthAn: Maybe you will ask the Finance 
Minister to shed more light on it when you leave here. But I know 
that one of the key things was access to finance. I think access 
to infrastructure is also there, especially power and so on was 
second. Corruption was either third or fourth. I am not saying 
it’s not there. Don’t misquote me. I am not saying we don’t have 
issues of corruption but that is not our number one problem. 
Sometimes, people take common stealing as corruption. A thief 
is a thief. When you steal money, you are a thief. But what we 
are doing is to make sure that you don’t expose public money to 
anybody to steal. We have done that in agric sector. The issue of 
fertilizer procurement was an area in which billions of Naira was 
wasted every year. The fertilizers were not getting to the farmers 
and even the ones that got to the farmers used to be adulterated 
with sand. We have stopped that using the electronic wallet. The 
issue of seeds, other inputs like chemicals, herbicides, insecticides 
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and seeds, there’s nothing like corruption there again, so there 
is nothing for you to steal. We started in the petroleum sector 
also, although, later, the National Assembly took it on and held 
all kinds of probes. But even before the National Assembly 
started its probes, we were already working on corruption in the 
sector. In fact, deregulation was to completely get us out of that 
situation but people resisted it. That is why I am amazed when 
some people say those who are involved in petroleum subsidy 
scam were those who funded Jonathan’s election. If they funded 
my elections and I want them to fund my election again will I 
want to remove subsidy? No. I will continue with it so that they 
continue to fund my election or whoever I want to support. So, 
what I am saying is that we are more interested in making sure 
that there is no free money for anybody to steal. I am not a lawyer 
but what I was told is that it is better for ten criminals to get 
away than for one innocent man to be punished. So if you go to 
court, they say you have to prove something beyond reasonable 
doubt. And if you have a smart lawyer, you can steal billions, 
hire the best lawyer and get away with it. So I called a meeting. 
I said, look everybody talks about corruption in Nigeria, the 
courts must help because matters are going to court and until 
people are convicted, people will continue to steal. If you steal 
N1 billion and you can use N100 million to get yourself out of 
trouble, you will continue to do it. I set up a committee where 
myself, the Vice President, heads of the agencies that handle 
corruption issues, ICPC, EFCC, then the Senate President and 
the Speaker who represents the parliament, the Chief Justice of 
the Federation, President of the Appeal Court and one Chief 
Judge from each of the six geo-political zones and we will be 
meeting regularly to see how the judiciary, the legislature and 
the executive can come together to tackle corruption more 



aggressively. The perception is high, yes, it is not because there 
is no corruption, there is. But every day, at weddings, at burials, 
we say the problem is corruption but by the time we isolate 
these issues and ask different questions, sometimes, corruption 
will come third. And when you take the World Bank Study, it is 
not Nigeria that asked them to do it. We talk of corruption yet 
these businessmen are still rushing to Nigeria. As at the time of 
that study, they thought that corruption would be number one 
because the corruption perception is so high yet businesses were 
coming to Nigeria. They were surprised that corruption came to 
about 3rd or 4th.  

oshunKeye:  But there is a perception about the fight against 
corruption. And that is, that the big boys, those who have fat 
purses and can steal big, may have money to buy justice and get 
away with it and the problem is that the fight against corruption 
is perceived to be skewed against the poor. Somebody steals like 
N10, he is sentenced to long years in jail and somebody steals 
billions, yet he is walking the streets!

President JonAthAn:  That is why I initiated that meeting 
because as a President you cannot gag the judiciary. If you do 
that, the country will be in danger. You must allow the judiciary 
to be independent. The constitution makes it very clear. There 
are some countries where there is a lot of presidential influence 
on the judiciary. But when you do that, yes, it will help you in 
solving some problems like we are talking about corruption now, 
but the day Mr. President will dictate to the judges the kind of 
judgment they will give, when you solve that corruption problem 
because we are all committed to solving it, there are so many 
other areas that it would backfire on. First and foremost, the 
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President is a politician. If the President has such powers over the 
Judiciary, it would affect the country one way or the other.  I will 
not advocate that the President should control the judiciary. But 
the meeting is to make sure that they, on their own, begin to see 
the best way to do it. A number of judges are being disciplined 
but nobody talks about that. In Nigeria you hardly hear about a 
judge being sanctioned. It used to happen once in a blue moon 
but now it is more regular. The National Judicial Commission, 
immediately they are petitioned, are sanctioning a number of 
judges for giving judgments that are not justified. But nobody is 
saying that. That the government is doing well. I believe that if 
they continue the way they are going, some of the so-called big 
people who have stolen big money will pay for it.

senAMi: There is this tweet coming from Noah Olatunde. He 
is saying, agreed that Boko Haram has international scope, how 
about Ombatse cult in Nasarawa and the Jos crises?

President JonAthAn: The only thing is that the issues have 
different dimensions. The issue of Boko Haram became most 
worrisome because of the terrorist tactics they are using. We 
were able to address the situation in the Niger Delta for instance 
because whenever we call the leaders, they will appear and we 
will interface with them. But you invite Boko Haram, they don’t 
come. I set up a committee to interface with them, the Dialogue 
Committee, up till this time, they cannot come out.  If you take 
the Plateau crises, it is more of ethnic rivalry. Ownership of 
land. Who owns land there? Who controls the kingdom? Is it 
the Berom people or the group they call settlers? These are the 
issues. So you can deal with them. You can have some reasonable 
control; whether they are settlers or not, they are living there. 



When there is a crisis, you know those who are involved. But 
that of Boko Haram is different. What happened in Nasarawa 
State is quite worrisome. I always say whether somebody is a 
criminal, whether he is Boko Haram or he is a cult member, he is 
a Nigerian. My duty as President is to make sure that these people 
change and live a decent life. For anybody that dies, whether he is 
a Boko Haram person, whether he is a cult member or whatever, 
I feel pained because it is a Nigerian that died. If you go to the 
Nasarawa area, some kinds of ethnic rivalry are also there. The 
people are not ghosts. They have identities. And that is why we 
are also talking with their leaders. 

senAMi: Mr. President, Tony Balogun says: ‘Sir, if political 
campaign is a crime at this time, why should Asari’s double 
statement concerning your 2015 victory be disregarded?’ 

President JonAthAn: I cannot speak for people. Sometimes 
when I read the papers people talk to the left and to the right. 
Somebody makes a statement and another person reacts; but 
I believe, and I still say it that it is very wrong for anybody to 
talk about whether anybody should contest election or not 
especially at the level of a governor of a state or a president of 
a country. It destabilises the system. I was involved in elections 
from 1999 till now. Eight years in Bayelsa State and of course 
some years at the centre here. So I know what I am talking 
about. When I was to contest the Vice Presidency, during the 
period between 12th December 2005 and December 2006 when 
I governed Bayelsa State, we were making progress, Bayelsans 
were happy. But when I became running mate to Yar’Adua, from 
that date till the elections, the state was in trouble. I was always 
in Abuja, travelling. It is not the best. In periods of campaign, the 
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President, the governors, and every member of their team think 
about campaign. Development issues are kept aside. So it is not 
good to start too early. Media people should always condemn 
people who want presidents or governors to declare too early. I 
am giving you that as an assignment.

uMe-ezeoKe: Is that the reason why you want speculation to 
go on however negative or positive? 

President JonAthAn:  Speculation is part of life. People will 
always speculate. So allow those who will speculate to speculate. 
But I am saying it with all seriousness. I am not playing politics 
with it. If today you want to contest as a senator, you know 
somebody is there. You don’t need to wait until that senator 
says I am not contesting before you prepare. As long as you are 
interested in contesting, you should be preparing. You don’t need 
to go and ask Senator A whether he is going back. 

senAMi: Mr. President, Onyemakono Charles wants to know 
if Boko Haram leader, Abubakar Shekau, is dead? If yes, why 
didn’t Nigerians see his body?

President Jonathan: I don’t know whether he is dead or 
alive. I don’t know him. I have not seen him and I don’t know 
whether he is dead or alive.

oshunKeye: You don’t have information on him?

President JonAthAn: You cannot have clear information on 
most of these operatives. I am telling you that I, as the President, 
don’t know whether he is dead or he is alive. I think our sister just 



talked about speculation. Everything is based on speculation. 
You journalists would even know more than us because some 
of you always talk to them. Some journalists always talk to Boko 
Haram leaders and report about them.

dAudA: Mr. President, your Federal Executive Council is a 
massive contract-awarding outfit. How do you see to that? You 
stopped it before, now, it has come back!

President JonAthAn: I don’t understand what you mean by 
the federal executive council being a contract-awarding outfit. 

dAudA: Because we have the tenders’ boards. That one is 
virtually dead!

President JonAthAn: You have different levels of tenders’ 
boards. At the ministerial level, you have tenders’ board. What 
is practised at the centre, as at the time we took over, is that 
for major contracts beyond the ministerial tenders’ board, the 
ministries still handle them, but they require the endorsement 
of the federal executive council. When a ministry, let us say 
Ministry of Works has contracts to award, the other ministers 
from across the country will also have an idea on how you spread 
these projects. Sometimes, the minister himself will not be so 
informed about a particular thing. The minister from that state 
will know. So when it is being discussed, we listen to the minister 
from the state who will give us detailed information and it helps 
us take decisions. So there is absolutely nothing wrong in the 
Federal Executive Council approving contracts! What do you feel 
the FEC does? We discuss policy issues and we are not sidelining 
other responsibilities of the Federal Executive Council. No. If 
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we are sidelining that, then you can say that why are we leaving 
our main assignment and focusing on that. Perhaps some people 
are trying to drive it through whatever means so that the FEC 
will not know anything about contracts. This is not right. Some 
people feel the President should not even know about contract 
awards. So, as President of the country, if something happens 
today, it is on my head. Then, you want to approve a contract 
of $1 billion and you say the President should not even know? 
And somebody, one director, will award a contract of $1 billion 
and when there are problems; journalists like you will ask ‘Mr. 
President, what happened?’ How will I answer?  

uMe-ezeoKe: Nigerians talk about the cabinet. Nigerians 
are pointing a lot of accusing fingers at the Petroleum Ministry. 
When they talk about corruption, that is what comes to the fore-
front. Are you satisfied with what is going on in the Ministry of 
Petroleum Resources?

President JonAthAn: When you talk about the Ministry of 
Petroleum, just like I said earlier about service chiefs and how 
glorious and prestigious their appointments are because as 
a military officer, that is the ultimate, the bulk of our income 
comes from petroleum so everybody’s eyes are on petroleum. 
And when you are heading a sector which everybody has their 
eyes on, all those who want oil blocks, all those who want 
marginal fields, all those who want to lift oil, all those who want 
to get products and so on, whether you go to the left or you go to 
the right, some people will criticise you. I told you already that 
even before the House of Representatives set up their committee 
saying they are probing, we did a number of in-house things and 
we are still doing it now. So most of the stories you hear, just like 



we talked about the issue of corruption, are based on perception 
and assumptions. Nobody has sat down to do proper analysis. 
And I always tell people that it is not what you think that is right. 
During Babangida’s time, somebody I loved so much, late Tai 
Solarin, raised one alarm. He was called and asked how did 
you get the information? He said he heard it on a Molue. They 
now asked him, is it what you heard from Molue that you now 
write? When you put it in a well-known paper, it becomes like 
a concrete story. So we are saying that some of the stories that 
people are peddling are just like the Molue stories. On the issue 
of the House of Representatives, we set up a team. The team was 
headed by Aig-Imoukhuede. They did forensic analysis and so 
on. Initially, the impression we were given was that we were going 
to get up to N400 billion back. I was already looking at what we 
will be able to do with that. At the end of the day, the recoveries 
were quite insignificant compared to what was speculated and 
what was rumoured. But in terms of what we pay as subsidy, it 
has dropped significantly because we moved from N65 to N97 
per litre. So, while we were paying almost N2 trillion on subsidy, 
now, we are paying even less than a trillion. It is not because of 
that probe per se. If we did not beef up or reduce the subsidy, 
we still would have been paying almost the same amount. I am 
not saying there is no corruption in the oil sector. The oil sector 
is the real economy of this country. All kinds of things may 
be happening but the way people are looking at it may not be 
exactly the way it is. And we are still looking at it. Even recently, 
we asked another audit group to also look into issues of revenue 
in the oil sector.

igiebor:  Are you pleased with the way the PIB is being 
pushed in the National Assembly with its slow pace given the 
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significance of that bill to the petroleum sector? 

senAMi: And of course, in addition to that as we wrap up, 
with Nigeria celebrating its 53rd anniversary on Tuesday, 1st 
of October, the composer of Nigeria’s anthem, Pa. Odiase has 
just passed on; the designer of the Nigerian flag, Mr. Taiwo 
Akinkunmi is living in abject poverty. As Nigeria celebrates, 
what do you do with some of Nigeria’s heroes that are still living 
and what do you say to Nigerians as they celebrate the 53rd 
anniversary?

President JonAthAn: Thank you. You talked about the 
PIB. Of course the PIB is before the National Assembly. They 
are patriotic Nigerians and I believe they will do their best. I 
don’t want to comment too much on that because it is with 
another arm of government. But I will use this opportunity to 
congratulate Nigerians for our 53rd anniversary. We have our 
ups and downs. We have our challenges as a nation but definitely 
we will get to where we want to go. Other nations that got to 
where they are now, passed through challenges too. It has never 
been an easy ride for any nation. I remember, if you read this 
book by the Singaporean Leader, Lee Kwan Yew, who wrote 
From Third World to First World, when he started his reforms, 
he said he was even being stoned by the people because of the 
initial pains they passed through. It was as bad as that but now 
they are enjoying. So Nigeria will get to where we want to go. 
And I know it wouldn’t get so bad to the level where Nigerians 
will be stoning the President whether Jonathan or another 
person. And for these great men, you know that this government 
is one government that really appreciates the contributions of 
our leaders. You remember that when we celebrated our 50th 



independence anniversary, we selected 50 Nigerians and gave 
them Special Presidential Awards. In fact, we want to gazette it 
and institutionalise it in a way that you can use it just like the 
GCFR, GCON, MFR, and so on, so that you can use it after your 
name. I’ve told the Attorney General to do that. It is a honour 
given to you by the President and Commander-in-Chief. We are 
also doing that for 100 Nigerians dead or alive for the Centenary. 
In the law establishing the National Honours, it didn’t make 
provisions for the dead. If you are dead, you cannot be given 
the award posthumously. But this Special Award, it could be 
given. For Pa Taiwo Akinkunmi who is still alive, it is good you 
have reminded us. My Minister of Information is listening to 
this programme. We will see what we can do. But I also call on 
well-meaning Nigerians, Nigerians are very charitable people, 
there are a number of us who have NGOs that assist people, such 
people should be helped by all of us. 

senAMi: Mr. President, certainly, time is not enough for us 
to talk about the challenges that Nigeria is faced with and all 
of the progress that Nigeria has made in the last 53 years. But 
we would like to thank you very much Mr. President for giving 
us this platform to ask our questions and also thank Nigerians 
out there who did send in their tweets, hundreds of them. Our 
sincere apologies for our inability to take all of your messages 
but we put them in context and were able to ask the President 
some of these questions. Again, we have been joined by the 
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria; President Goodluck 
Ebele Jonathan, popularly called GEJ. And of course, I haven’t 
been alone; I have been joined by my very amiable friends and 
colleagues and senior partners as well. To my immediate right, 
Shehu Dauda, Editor-in-Chief, Capital Post. Thank you so much 
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Mallam for joining us. 

dAudA: Thank you.

senAMi: Also, we had Nosa Igiebor, Editor-in-Chief, TELL 
Magazine. Mr. Igiebor, thank you.

igiebor: Thank you. 

senAMi: And of course, we also had Gloria Ume-Ezeoke of 
Channels Television.

uMe-ezeoKe: Thank you. 

senAMi: Thank you so much Gloria for your time. And of 
course, not forgetting Shola Oshunkeye, General Editor, The 
Sun.

oshunKeye: Thank you very much. 

senAMi: Ladies and Gentlemen, you have been watching the 
Presidential Media Chat. Thank you so much and have a lovely 
evening.
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